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THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [10.55
p.m.): I am niot completely sure of my
facts when I say that I think the company
has in mind the areas of land it will re-
quire to obtain by negotiation. I think
it Is safe to say that certain parts of the
State may be buzzing as a result of con-
jecture on where things may go. The re-
sumption clause is really a safeguard. If
the company makes its arrangements and
is able to purchase a certain acreage of
land, but some person continues to sit in
the middle of it depriving the State of
an industry, a stage must be reached where
the Government will move in and com-
pulsorily acquire that piece of land. But
it does not seem that this shall be done
unless it is absolutely necessary.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [10.56
p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising ad-
journ until 11 am. tomorrow (Thurs-
day).

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 10.57 p.

I[egiiilutiurp Amwmhblg
Wednesday, the 25th November, 1970

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 2.15 P'm., and read prayers.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE:
ESTABLISHMENT

Amendments to Standing Orders:
Governor's Assent

THE SPEAKER: I have been advised
by His Excellency the Governor that on
the 24th November he did approve of the
amendments to the Standing Orders in
relation to the appointment of a Public
Accounts Committee.

QUESTIONS (30): ON NOTICE
1. RAILWAY EMPLOYEES

Court Convictions: Dismissals
Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for Rail-
ways:
(1) Is it still the policy of the rail-

ways to dismiss employees for a
conviction in the Local Court?

(2) Does this policy also relate to con-
victions in the Children's Court?

(3) Are there any appeal rights to
adults or juniors dismissed for
convictions in either the Local
Court or Children's Court?

2.

(4) If "Yes" what are the rights of
employees?

(5) If (3) Is "No" will some action be
taken to allow employees to have
right of appeal against dismissal
In either case?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) It is not the policy of the Rail-

ways Department to dismiss em-
ployees for a conviction in the
local court unless they receive long
gaol sentences and usually In these
cases re-employment would be
favourably considered on release.

(2) No. Minor traffic offences and the
like are disregarded but juniors
convicted for offences which if
they were over 18 would be dealt
with in a court dealing with
breaches of the Criminal Code are
considered on their merits.
This is a relaxation of the policy
of some years ago but dismissals
still occur: e.g., in the case of
stealing from the department or
another employee.

(3) Yes.
(4) Employees with three months'

service or more can appeal to the
Railway Appeal Board under sec-
tion 73 of the Government Rail-
ways Act and all employees can
appeal to their head of branch
and or the commissioner.
Apprenticeships cannot be termnin-
ated without the approval of the
Industrial Commission except by
mutual consent.

(5) Answered by (3).

ELECTRICITY
TRANSFORMER

Middle Swan: Complaints

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Has he or his department received

complaints from residents of
Leslie Road, Middle Swan, regard-
ing proposed erection of a State
Electricity Commission transform-
er in the area?

(2) In view of the depreciation to
residential values due to the in-
dustrial works already established,
will residents be compensated by
the State Electricity Commission
if further depreciation results
from the installation of the trans-
former?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No.
(2) No, but the commissioner will take

good care with the arrangement
and landscaping to ensure that the
appearance of the substation will
be in harmony with the surrounds.
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LAND
Leasing to Midland Brick Company

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What are the main conditions in

lease 332/1517 relating to six acres
of land leased to Midland Brick
Company from land set aside as
a school sports ground?

(2) Has provision been made to ensure
no nuisance or similar disability
is occasioned to nearby residents?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Bovell) replied:
(1) Abbreviated conditions of the

lease of Swan Location 5601 to the
Midland Brick Company Pty. Ltd.
are set out in the schedule which
is submitted herewith for tabling.

(2) Regular Inspections are carried
out to ensure that the conditions
of the lease are complied with.

The schedule was tabled.

EDUCATION
Middle Swan School

Mr. BRADY, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Has the Middle Swan school the

area of land laid down as a mnini-
mnum for such a school?

(2) In view of the big increase in
enrolments are steps being taken
to see no further land Is leased
from reserve No. 24249, reserved
for a school sports ground?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) There are no minimum sizes of

school sites laid down by the
Education Department.

(2) It is not proposed that additional
land will be leased from the
adjacent school sports ground.

EDUCATION
Kewdale Junior Primary School

Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) As the building of Kewdale Junior

Primary School seems to have
been completed, is it the depart-
irent's intention to endeavour to
have the raw sand around the
buildings consolidated with grass
before the start of the school year
in 1971?

(2) If no consideration has been given
to this problem, will he have an
urgent examination made into the
possibility of having this matter
attended to?

Mr.
(1)

LEWIS replied:
Contracts for landscaping will be
let in accordance with depart-
mental Practice subsequent to the

6.

completion of the school building.
This will include planting of the
Prescribed grassed area but it is
unlikely that the grass will be
fully established prior to the
commencement of school in 1971.

(2) Answered by (1).

STATE HOUSING
COMMISSION

Contractors: Penalties
Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Since the toughening-up policy for

contracts with the State Housing
Commission has been announced,
how many contractors have been
subject to penalties?

(2) What has been the total of Pen-
alties imposed since this policy
was announced?

(3)

(4)

In what areas were the penalised
contractors operating?
Who were these contractors who
have been subject to penalty?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) In relation to contracts signed

since the 21st August, 1970, and
to which this policy was intended
to be applied, none.

(2) to (4) See answer to (1).

7 and 8. These questions were postponed
until a later stage of the sitting.

9. This question was postponed.

10. ROEBOURNE SHIRE
Appointment of Commissioner

Mr. BICKERTON, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Local
Government:

As rumours are circulating in the
Roebourne Shire area that a Com-
missioner is to be appointed in
lien of the Council, will he either
confirm or deny the rumours,
giving reasons?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The proposal has not been final-
ised. I have discussed the ques-
tion with the Roebourne Shire
Council which has agreed to co-
operate in any move designed to
facilitate meeting the anticipated
rapid growth in municipal service
requirements in the area.

11. This question was postponed until a
later stage of the sitting.

12. ELLIS ALFRED ROBINSON
Terms of Rail

Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Police:
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(1) Is he aware that one Ellis Alfred
Robinson was allowed bail of
S300 when he appeared before
Magistrate A. G. Smith on a
charge of having assaulted Milton
Greorge Richards at Bsyswater on
the 8th September, 1970?

(2) Is he also aware that the terms
of bail granted by the magistrate
were to allow Robinson to go out
of the State to Darwin on busi-
ness?

'3) Is it not a fact that Robinson
has already faced previous
charges relating to stealing bal-
last brick from a historic wreck
owned by the Western Australian
Museum, resisting arrest, escaping
legal custody, breaking and enter-
ing, making false reports to the
police, fraudulent trickery, assault
of a group of people including a
woman, two men and a child whom
he had attacked in a frenzy with
a baseball bat?

(4) Is he aware that the Western
Australian Museum has a Sup-
reme Court action pending against
Robinson relating to Items un-
lawfully removed from the Gilt
DragQon wreck?

3) Has it been brought to his notice
that a number of civil actions for
debts of a large amount are also
pending against Robinson. these
plaintiffs now being frustrated by
Robinson's escape from Western
Australian legal jurisdiction?

(6) Is he aware that at the expiry of
his tail Robinson did not turn up
to answer the charge of assault
against Richards and a number of
other charges which had been ad-
journed for approximately 12
months?

(7) Under all circumstances, why did
not the police strongly oppose bail
which allowed Robinson to leave
this State?

(8) Why were such long adjournments
necessary on outstanding charges
against Robinson?

(9) Have bench warrants now been
issued for Robinson's arrest?

(10) What action is being taken to
have Robinson extradited from
Darwin where he is currently
alleged to be working for a firm
named Parinesi?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

1951

13.

(8) Yes..
(7) It was not known that he intended

to leave the State.
(8) Adjournments were sought by

Robinson and approved by the
court.

(9) Yes.
(10) None. Extradition has not been

requested.

ABATTOIR
Establishment at Narragin

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What is the present position con-
cerning the establishment of an
abattoir at Narrogin by Great
Southern Abattoirs; Ltd., or any
other body?

Mr. NALDER replied:
No plans are known on the estab-
lishment of an export abattoir at
Narrogin.

14 to 16. These questions were postponed.

17. This question was postponed until a
later stage of the sitting.

18. MOTOR VEHICLES
Crank Case Gases

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(0~ Has Vehicle Standards Regulation

1202(3) which reads-
A motor vehicle that is powered
with a petrol engine and is first
registered on or after the 1st
July, 2970, shall be constructed
or fitted so that the crank case
gases do not escape into the
atmosphere

been strictly enforced?
(2) If "No" why?
Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) yes.
(2) Answered by (1.).

19.

Yes.
No.
Police regulations do not permit
revealing the history of any per-
son who has appeared before
courts and convicted.
Yes.
No

STAMP DUTY
Refunds

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:
(1) Relevant to his answer to ques-

tion 23 on the 26th March, 1970,
have the four claims totalling
$2,835.69 made for refund of
stamp duty been paid?

(2k If "No" when will they be paid?
Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
(I.)
(2)

No.
Refunds will be made as infor-
mation necessary for processing
claims is received, Circulars are
now being despatched to all tax-
payers.
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20. ARGENTINE ANTS
Insecticide: Toxicity on Humans

Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What insecticide Is used by the

department as a spray to elimin-
ate argentine ants?

(2) Has this insecticide been only
adopted of late and, if so, when?

(3) What tests have been carried out
or research undertaken in regard
to toxicity on humans?

(4) What were the findings?
Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Dieldrin and chlordane.
(2) These have been used since the

inception of the campaign in
1953-54.

(3) and (4) This question has been
examined by the National Health
and Research Council which has
classed these substances in sche-
dule 6 of the poisons schedules.
This State has followed its re-
commendation.

21. STATE TAXES
Percentage Increase

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is it a fact that in the seven

years to the 30th June, 1969,
the Government's tax collections
rose by 218 per cent.; namely,
from $17,600,000 in 1961-62 to
$57,035,000 in 1968-69?

(2) If "Yes" is it so that the average
increase in tax collections by the
other five States was only 116 per
cent, whilst the Commonwealth
Government Increased its taxes by
only 90 per cent. in the same
period?

(3) Is it so that on a population basis
Western Australians paid $23.33
in State taxes in 1961-62 rising
to $60.32 in 1968-69?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
(1) Yes which reflects the exception-

ally high rate of economic growth
achieved over the period in ques-
tion and the increased prosperity
of businesses and individuals in
Western Australia.

(2) Yes, for the reason that the
economic growth rate of all other
States has been well below that
of this State.

(3) According to the 1970 report of
the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission, State taxation revenue
per head in Western Australia
was $68.71 in 1968-69 as compared
with $71.12 in New South Wales
and $74.70 in Victoria.

22. This question was postponed.

23. MONEY LENDERS ACT
Registrations, and Maximum Rate of

Interest
Mr, BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:
(1) How many money lenders were

registered under the Money
Lenders Act at the end of each
of the last five statistical years?

(2) Since the 1st January, 1970, how
many persons, firms or corpora-
tions have to his knowledge oper-
ated as money lenders within the
meaning of that term in the
Money Lenders Act without being
registered as money lenders?

(3) What is the present maximum
rate of interest prescribed by the
Governor under section 11A of the
Money Lenders Act, and when was
it prescribed?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) 1965-66-54.

1966-67-61.
1967- 68--64.
1968-69-66.
1969-70-81.

(2-) There are six companies presently
exempted under section (3) (f) of
the Money Lenders Act. I am not
aware to what extent all or any of
these companies are actually op-
erating as money lenders.

(3) No rate of interest has been pre-
scribed pursuant to section 11A
of the Money Lenders Act. The
maximum rate of interest as pro-
vided by the section is 15 per cent.
per annum.

24. "HIGHWAY TO THE
MURCHISON"

Cost of Printing, and Distribution of
Copies

Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Who produced and printed the

publication Highway to the
Murchison and what was the cost
involved?

(2) How many copies were printed?
(3) To whom were they distributed?
(4) How many medals were minted to

commemorate the opening of the
highway?

(5)

(6)

By whom were they minted and
at what cost?
To whom were the medals dis-
tributed?

Mr. ROSS HUrTCHINSON replied:
(1) The publication Highway to the

Murchison was produced by the
Main Roads Department and
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(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

Printed by W.A. Newspapers Gen-
eral Printing Division at a cost of
$1,998.
5 ,000.
The brochure was distributed to-

School children in the Murchi-
son;

Members of local authorities In
the Murchison;

Members of bath Houses of
State Parliament:

West Australian Members of
both Houses of Federal Parlia-
ment;

Guests at the ceremony at Cue;
State and Commonwealth road

authorities throughout Aus-
tralia,

and is currently being circulated
with the Main Roads Department's
annual report to all local author-
ities outside the Murchison region.
1,900.
The Royal Mint, Perth, at a cost
of $543.

(6) The medals were distributed to-

School children In the Murchi-
son;,

Members of local authorities in
the Murchison;

Members of both Houses of
State Parliament;

West Australia Members of both
Houses of Federal Parliament;

Guests at the Cue ceremony;
Various coin collectors and mem-

bers of the public who re-
quested one.

25- Tis question was postponed.

26. EDUCATION
Baiga Schools: Naming

Mr. GRAHAM, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Does he agree that there is need-

less confusion owing to there being
three schools In the same general
locality at present named-
(a) Balga, Primary School;
(b) North Balga Primary School;
(c) North East Balga Primary

School?
(2) In view of this, does he agree

that a new and distinctive name
should be applied at least to
North East Balga Primary School?

(3) Is he aware that the parents and
citizens' association of this school
has made representations accord-
ingly, and suggested an alternative
name last July?

(4) Is he aware that the suggestion
has been rejected by the Educe.-
ion Department on the ground

that the proposed name contains
too many letters?

(5) Is he aware further than there
are scores of schools in the State,
Including many of recent vintage,
which have names with as many
as or more letters than the name
proposed?

(6) In view of all the circumstances.
including the amount of timne
spent on this matter, will he
arrange for the adoption of the
name unanimously approved by
the local parents and citizens'
association as their first prefer-
ence, namely, "Warriapendi"?

(7) If not, why not?
Mr. LEWIS replied:-
(1) The question of alternative names

for schools in the Balga area has
been under review by the Nomen-
clature Committee for some time.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) Yes.
(5) There are some schools with names

which are longer than "Warria-
penci" but In most cases these are
schools named after the town in
which they are located.

(6) The suggestion put forward by the
parents and citizens' association
of the North East Balga School is
under further review.

(7) See answer to (6).

27. UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Salaried officers Association: Senate
Observer

Mr. MAY, to the Premier:
Will he advise If he has received
any reply from the Senate of the
University of Western Australia
concerning the Possible appoint-
ment of a member of the salaried
officers association to the Senate
as an observer?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
It is expected that this matter will
comne before the Senate at its
December meeting.

28 and 29. These questions were postponed.

30. EDUCATION
Students: Albany

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) What Is the Dumber of primary

school students In Albany in-
(a.) Government; and
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(b non-Government,
schools?

(2) What is the number of secondary
school students in Albany in-
(a) Government; and
(b) non-Government,
schools?

(3) What Is the total number of
students receiving remedial teach-
ing in Albany in-
(a) primary schools;
(b) secondary schools,
Government and non-Govern-
ment?

(4) Which Government and which
non-Government schools are
visited by a remedial teacher?

(5) Which schools in Albany are not
visited by a remedial teacher?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) (a) 2,087.

(b) 425.
(2) (a) 1,219.

(b) 164.
(3) (a) 24 (all Government).

(b) 12 (all Government).
(4) Mt. Lockyer Primary, Spencer

Park Primary, and Albany Senior
High Schools. Non-Government
schools are not visited by a depart-
mental remedial teacher.

(5) Yakamia. Albany Primary, and
Albany Junior Primary.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE
ABATTOIRS

Jackson Meat Packing Cornpany: Site

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Agriculture:

Following an inspection of sites in
the metropolitan area some time
ago by representatives from
Canada and Melbourne, can the
Minister advise which site has
been approved for the Jackson
Meat Packing Company to erect a
modern export abattoir? The
company has a world market , and
it has committed Itself to erect an
abattoir urgently for the flush
season of 1971.

Mr. NALDER replied:
No site has been approved for this
company at the present time.

2. DRIVING AND) MOTOR
VEHICLE LICENSES

Morley: Facilities
Mr. CASH, to the Minister for
Traffic:

Further to my question 42 on the
7th October, regarding the provi-
sion of a vehicle and driver

3.

license office in Morley, is the
Minister Yet in a Position to advise
Where and when such facilities
will be provided in this rapidly
growing area?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
The honourable member Informed
mue of his intention to ask this
question and the answer is as
follows:-

Cash receipting machines are on
order for new licensing centres,
the most urgent of these being
a further one within the Perth
city block.
The establishment of a similar
centre at Morley will depend on
the availability of machines and
staff.

LAMBS

Effect of Stop-Page

Mir, MITCHELL, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Can the Minister advise if any
estimate has been made of the
number of lambs at present on
farms but which should have
been slaughtered had the abat-
toirs continued to operate at a
normal rate?

(2) Are any steps being taken to
regulate this number onto the
market If. and when, the present
trouble is ended?

(3) Is It anticipated that any quantity
of withheld lambs can be export-
ed?

(4) Can the Minister advise what are
likely to be the effects of the Pre-
sent stoppage on the lamb market
up to June, 1971?

Mr. NALDER replied:

Some notice was given of the in-
tention to ask this question, the
answers to which are as follows:-

(1) No accurate estimate is avail-
able. It is probable that over
200,000 lambs could be avail-
able for slaughter in Novem-
ber and December at metro-
politan abattoirs.

(2) A committee is meeting today
to determine action to be
taken.

(3) This Is being Investigated.

(4) It is very difficult to forecast
the effect of the Present stop-
page on the market in June.
1971.
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4. EDUCATION
Balga Schools: Naming

Mr. GRAHAM, to the Minister for
Education:

Adverting to question 26 on to-
day's notice paper can the Min-
ister advise-
(1) Have his officers nothing bet-

ter to do than to wrangle for
months with a newly formed
parents and citizens' associa-
tion in respect of the naming
of the school when its present
name Is agreed as being un-
suitable?

(2) Will the Minister put an Im-
mediate stop to this state of
affairs?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (2) 1 think the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition
asked me, firstly, whether de-
partmental officers have noth-
Ing better to do than to
wrangle.

Mr. Graham: For four months over
the name of the school.

Mr. LEWIS: They certainly have
plenty to do.

Mr. Graham: Why don't they do it?
Mr. LEWIS: Nevertheless, some names

which are suggested for schools
are quite impracticable. Let us
face it. When this happens nego-
tiations are set in train with local
authorities in many cases and
with local parents and citizens'
associations. In some cases the
department goes along with the
ideas of the local People if they
are in any way reasonable.

Mr. Graham: The same attitude was
adopted with regard to Birralee
School.

Mr. LEWIS: One or two cases have
been brought to my notice. In
fact, in one or two cases, I have
been inclined to go along with the
parents and citizens' association.
This Is the first I have heard
about this particular school and
the discussions that have been
held.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred to the discussions as
wrangles. I do not accept that
they are wrangles in the usually
accepted meaning of the word.

Mr. Graham: What would you call
them?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LEWIS: I have given the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition a reply
to the question on notice which
he asked today. I suggest that

5.

he accept that reply, because I
told him that the matter is under
consideration, and a decision will
be reached as quickly as possible.

POLICE VEHICLE
EXAMINERS

Metropolitan Area

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Is it intended to displace police

vehicle examiners in the metro-
politan area by persons who are
not members of the Police Force?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) How many will be displaced?
(b) Why is this necessary?
(c) When is it intended that the

changeover will be imple-
mented?

(d) Is it intended that the dis-
placed policemen will con-
tinue to act in their present
skilled capacity as vehicle ex-
aminers in some other area?
If 'No" in what capacity will
they be engaged and where?

(e) Will non-members of the
Police Force being employed
be subject to the same salary
and conditions of employment
as the Policemen they dis-
place? If "No," what will be
their terms of employment?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

The member for Karrinyup gave
me notice of his intention to ask
this question. Nevertheless. I am
pleased to supply the answers to
the member for Mt. Hawthorn-

(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 15.

Cb) To release trained police
officers for work appro-
priate to maintaining law
and order and to provide
a nucleus of staff for In-
spection stations to be
constructed in the metrn-
politan area.

(c) As soon as staff are
available and trained.

(d) No. They will be engaged
on other police duties.
The actual positions and
locations have not been
decided.

(e) No. Vehicle examiners
will be engaged on a wage
of $125.40 per fortnight
under conditions similar
to the Engineering (Gov-
ernment) Award, 1967.
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6. RAIL WAYS
Koolyanobbing Barracks

Mr. McIVER, to the Minister for Rail-
ways:
(1) Concerning a question which ap-

peared on last Thursday's notice
paper, has the Minister had an
opportunity to have discussions
with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways regarding the roadways
under the jurisdiction of the rail-
ways in the Koolyanobbing area?

(2) If "Yes" what was the outcome?
(3) If "No" when is it contemplated

that these discussions will take
place?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) The member for Northam

asked a question In connection
with this last Thursday. I knew
nothing of the problems which
the honourable member indicated.
However, I spoke to the commis-
sioner who is having the matter
investigated and I will have dis-
cussions with him as soon as de-
tails are brought back to me.

'7. ROEBOURNE SHIRE
Appointment of Commissioner

Mr. BICKERTON, to the Minister for
the North-West:

My question arises from the
answer given by the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Local
Government to question 10 today.
T asked a question of the Minister
for Local Government concerning
a commissioner being placed in
the Roebourne Shire in lieu of the
council.
The answer given by the Minister
representing the Minister for
Local Government, in brief, Is that
the proposal has not yet been
fin alised.
Is the Minister for the North-
West in a position to acquaint the
House with details in connection
with this matter, how far the
investigations and negotiations
have gone, and what he thinks
will be the outcome of them?

Mr. COURT replied:
in answer to the member for P11-
bara, I must admit that I did not
notice the question nor did I hear
the answer given. However, go-
ing on the information indicated
by the member for Pilbara , in
answer to his question, I can only
say that this question of the ad-
ministration of this particular
shire area has been the subject
of very careful studies, both by
the Minister for Local Govern-
ment and his department, and

other departments, including my
own, because of the tremendous
burden of responsibility that is
being cast onto what is obviously
a very small shire.
In some respects the burden Is
an unfair one to expect such a
shire to carry at this stage.
It is in this atmosphere that the
matter is being studied and dis-
cussed with the shire. As to when
a final decision will be made, I
could not hazard a guess at the
moment.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you know whether
the shire agreed with this?

Mr. COURT: I could not say what
the current Position of the shire
is. but I know there have been
amicable discussions between the
shire and the Minister for Local
Government, and, through me,
there has been considerable dis-
cussion with the North-West
Planning and Co-ordinating Auth-
ority, headed by Mr. John Parker.
The whole question of the shire's
administration and the very heavy
responsibilities it is facing in the
future has been discussed in a very
amicable and common-sense,
practical way.

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister
Education) [2.41 P.m.]: I move-

for

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) (2.42 P.m.):
I want to make one observation concern-
ig this Bill. I realise it is being handled
by the Minister for Education on behalf
of the Minister for Local Government, and
that it may therefore be rather difficult
for him to give me a satisfactory reply,
as the Bill does not come within his port-
folio.

The matter that concerns me in con-
nection with this Bill is the number of
amendments that have been introduced
at the last moment by the Government.
From time to time we have complained
about the Government's procedure of In-
troducing important. legislation during the
dying hours of the session. For many years
this practice of introducing important
legislation after the suspension of certain

Stnig Orders has been adopted and it
will probably continue.

However, I find it difficult to understand
how a Bill can be introduced on Thursday
of last week-which was the case with this
Hill-and then, on the following Tuesday
-which was yesterday, and the next sit-
ting day after its introduction-the Gov-
ernment has a long list of amendments,
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One can only assume that there was some
inefficiency on the part of those who
drafted the measure, in the first instance,
or that some important matter took place
between Thursday and Tuesday. I would
think It was rather unusual to introduce a
Bill and, within four days, have such a
huge number of amendments that they
Practically fill a foolscap sheet. Perhaps
Some of the amendments are of the
machinery type, and complementary.
None the less, some of them also have
quite a bearing on the Hill.

To my way of thinking, it is difficult
enough, In the short time that is avail-
able for adjournments, for Opposition
members to handle the business that goes
through the House after Standing Orders
are suspended; but the position is cer-
tainly not made any easier by the Gov-
ernment Introducing amendments of this
nature. When a Minister introduces a
Bill he usually concludes by saying, "I
commend the Bill to the House." One
would think that what the Minister com-
mended to the House on Thursday would
be the Bill that would be discussed on
Tuesday. But it was not the Bill that
was introduced on Thursday, because the
Minister came to light with extensive
amendments.

Is the Minister in a position to say why
these amendlments arose? if not, is it
possible for him to inquire from the Minis-
ter for Local Government the reason for
the sudden change between Thursday and
Tuesday?

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for Edu-
cation) [2.44 p.m.J: As the member for
Pilbara will appreciate, the Parliamentary
Draftsman and his staff have been under
extreme pressure during the last few
weeks. As I explained last night, there
are 12 amendments. With one exception,
they are minor amendments, and in the
main they are concerned with tidying up
the phraseology of the Bill, not with a
change in principle. The necessity for
mast of the amendments that were moved
last night became apparent to the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman after the Bill was
printed and when he was checking it.
He realised that some tidying up of the
phraseology was necessary. This was done,
and I received the amendments only yes-
terday afternoon at about 4 o'clock. I
immediately had copies roneoed and dis-
tributed to members of the Opposition so
that they could have a look at them.

Mr. Bickerton: It was purely the drafts-
man's action, and not Government action,
that created the amendments?

Mr. LEWIS: There was no ulterior
motive. The one exception I mentioned
was amendment No. 7. On checking the
Bill, the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment appreciated the point that I made
last night; that Is, if an appellant elected

to go to the court and he was blocked
on the way, he would have surrendered any
Possibility of making an appeal to the
Minister and he would therefore be left
without the prospect of appeal.

Mr. Jamieson: By whom would he have
been blocked?

Mr. LEWIS: By the Goverrior-in-Coun-
cil.

Mr. Jamieson: At the request of the
Minister?

Mr. LEWIS: Under the legislation. The
appellant would therefore have been left
without any right of appeal at all. The
Minister considered there should be pro-
vision in the Bill to enable the appellant,
if he so elected, to have his appeal then
dealt with by the Minister. I believe that
is the only exception in the 12 amend-
ments. The others were merely correc-
tions in drafting.

Mr. Bickcerton: You had better get a
new draftsman.

Mr. LEWIS: No. He was under extreme
pressure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

WEST KALGOORLIE-LAKE LEFROY
RAILWAY BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 19th November.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Dundas) [2.47
pm.): This is quite a small Bill. It did
not take the Minister very long to intro-
duce it-I think just a matter of a few
minutes. Nevertheless, it is a very im-
portent Bill which deals with the con-
struction of a standard gauge railway line
from West Kalgoorlie to Lake Lefroy. The
line will serve the smelter which is to be
built about six miles south of Boulder,
and it will have a spur line to the mill
plant at Kambalda. In introducing the
Bill, the Minister left somne questions un-
answered.

Mr. O'Connor: Are they questions that
were answered in the original Bill? I
avoided duplication.

Mr. MOIR: There were many matters
relating to the original Bill. I said this
Bill was very important. The railway
line will be important to the smelter at
Kainbalda, and the continuation to. Lake
Lefroy will make it possible for a standard
gauge line to be constructed to replace
the existing narrow gauge line from
Widgieniooltha. to Esperance, which will
give the benefit of standard gauge trans-
port to the farming community along
that line. The farming district com-
mences about 70 miles south of Norseman,
where considerable quantities of farm
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products are produced-principally wheat-
and the ever-expanding farming district
in that area will produce far more in
the years to come.

One question In my mind is: Why does
not the line go through Firniston? I find
no fault with the present route. I think
I mentioned to the minister in conversa-
tion some time ago that probably the
Orthodox route for the railway would be
the route which runs west of the abattoir
at Kalgoorlie. At the time I think I men-
tioned another route which should be con-
sidered, and that is the route through
Finiston. However, nothing has been said
about this. I know the Minister stated
that the Government has undertaken to
construct a spur line to Fimiston at some
time in the future to serve the mines in
that area.

I think more consideration should have
been given to taking the line through
Fimiston rather than that added expense
should be incurred some time in the future
by building a spur line off the existing line,
and not off the Kainbalda line. When one
considers the developments taking place in
the area, that seems the most logical thing
to do. We know that the Great Boulder
and the North Kalgurli mining companies,
which have mines at Scotia and Carr Boyd
'Rocks, will shortly be bringing nickel by
road to the new smelter. When we con-
sider that the Western Mining Corporation
recently announced Its acquisition of 43
per cent. of the Great Boulder share Issue,
we realise that Western Mining has a
considerable interest in Great Boulder and.
as a result of that, In North Kalgurli and
its interests in nickel mining at Scotia.

As time goes on the nickel production
will be considerable: in fact, it is Quite
considerable now. It is only natural to
assume that the ore which is now refined
in the Great Boulder plant will eventually
find its way to the Kamnbalda smelter-I
suppose that is not yet its name, because
at the moment it is only a spot in the
bush. That means that if, by that time.
the Government has constructed a stand-
ard gauge spur line Into Fimiston, the ore
must be taken by rail on that line to
Kalgoorlie West, to Kalgoorlie, and then
on to the Kambalda line. To me that
does not seem at all probable. The alter-
native. of course, is to take the product by
road from Fimiston to a point six miles
south of Boulder.

Mr. O'Connor: There are further nego-
tiations proceeding with other organisations
in the area. The honourable member
probably realises that.

Mr. MOIR: I will come to that directly.
I would have strong objections to the
cartage of refined products over that road.
We all know the road has already gained
a notorious reputation in the short time
it has been in existence because some-
Where round 18 deaths have occurred.
Carting the refined products on that road

would only increase the hazards. The
more traffic on a road-especially the more
heavy traffic-the greater the hazards. I
know everybody deplores what has hap-
pened on the road and I think we should
refrain as much as possible from adding
to the hazards, especially when there is
a simple solution,

I would have thought that serious con-
sideration would have been given to taking
the Ksmbalda line through Elmiston and
continuing on to the proposed site of the
new smelter. I know that would mean
the line would cross the road;, however,
railway lines cross a considerable number
of roads. One has only to travel from
Kalgoorlie to Perth at the moment and
one will find a considerable number of
railway crossings. Those crossings are safe
because all of them are protected by flash-
ing lights and boom gates, and there is
practically no chance of one colliding with
a train.

Another question raises itself in my
mind. I know the Minister has been nego-
tiating with other companies. Other nickel
mining interests are in the areas south-
West and south of the Kambalda area, or
where the smelter is to be built. As time
goes by, probably they will want to avail
themselves of the opportunity to take their
ore to the new smelter.

Mr. O'Connor: I feel there is a tre-
mendous possibility of that.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, there is a possibility.
Of course, those interests may have other
ideas, but it is only logical to assume that
they will want to take their ore to the
smelter.

Mr. O'Connor: Rail haul is the best
method for this sort of product.

Mr. MOIR: That is so. At the present
time the Nepean mine is producing south
of Coolgardie and the ore is taken to Kam-
balda to be treated. I understand a large
tonnage of ore is treated at that plant.
Then we have the Anaconda In the area
south-west of Widgiemooltha and the com-
pany is opening up quite a promising area.
One can say it is promising, although the
company does not say so. The fact that It
is putting down a shaft to about 1,000 feet
before it starts underground exploration
indicates that it may have found consider-
able deposits. Of course, other companies
are operating in the area and it Is quite
reasonable to assume that other nickel
deposits will be found.

As I said, I know the Minister has been
conducting negotiations into the possibility
of raising finance. We know that stand-
ard gauge lines cannot be built without
finance-and considerable finance at that.
However. I would think the Minister should
give some indication of when he expects
all this to come about; whether he thinks
it will be in two Years' time, three years'
time, or even five years' time. Possibly,
if it takes too long the Minister will be in
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the position of having to give it~ all away,
because he cannot go on negotiating for-
ever in regard to these lines. However,
he should be able to obtain an idea in the
not too distant future as to when this
will be brought about.

Like many other people, I am very
pleased to see the development which is
taking place in the area- There is no
doubt it is a good thing, and the industry
will have a long life ahead of it. We know
of the tremendous deposits of nickel at
Kambalda. As a matter of fact, some
people who are In a position to know
informed me that the present mining
operations are only the commencement at
Kambalda. As we know, several large
mines-in anybody's language-have been
developed and far more are yet to be
developed. We know that the potential
is great for many miles around Kambalda.
With those few remarks, I commend the
Bill to the House and inform members that
it has our full support.

MR. BURT (Murchison-Eyre) [2.59
p-rn.: I intended to speak briefly on this
Bill and to say, practically word for word,
what the member for Boulder-Dundas has
already said regarding the diversion of this
line to Fimniston, as mentioned by the
honourable member; and not only that,
but I also feel-unless there is an important
reason for the lie following the route
shown on the plan laid on the Table of
the House when the Western Mining Cor-
poration smelter Bill was introduced-the
sensible area for the line to traverse would
be from the Kalgoorlie railway station
along the route the present ioop line fol-
lows-the narrow gauge loop that traverses
all the mines on the Golden Mile-and then
to continue south-west to the smelter site.

As an existing standard gauge line
already passes through the Kalgoorlie
station, I consider It would not be very
expensive or difficult to follow the route
of the loop line which goes through North
Kalgurli, Great Boulder, and the Kamballie
siding; a total distance of about three
miles.

The main reason why I think this route
should be followed is that it is very likely,
as has been announced, that ore from
the north country mines and from
Poseidon, particularly, will go to the Lake
View and Star and other goldmining mills.
In other words, standard gauge, which has
already been mentioned as being the line
that could possibly serve the line north
of Kalgoorlie, will be constructed , and
surely the most direct route to milling
operations would be the sensible one to
follow,

Also, the proposed line from the north
country which, we know, will pass through
Ora Banda and which will now come to
the existing station anyway, would then
go to the Lake View and Star mill or any
other mill which will treat nickel ore.

I draw the Minister's attention to the
North Kalgurli mine which could treat
ore from the Carr Boyd mine or from
Scotia. This mill, of course, is at the
northern end of the Golden Mile and
would not be in a convenient place to
serve suppliers of ore from the Kambalda
spur or from other places iii the vicinity.

I raise these matters also, because at
present equipment and stores from the
metropolitan area used by operating gold-
mines have now to be carted by road from
West Kalgoorlie, and if a direct line were
built from the Kalgoorlie railway station
it would obviate this costly operation.
Otherwise I have no further comments to
mnake on the Bill. It is a very worthy
one.-

MIR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Railways) [3.03 p.m.]: I thank those
members who have spoken for their general
comments and for their support of the
Bill. As all will agree, when this route
comes into operation-as I think It wil-
it will prove to be of tremendous benefit
to the People of Kalgoorie and other
gold fields areas. The member for Boulder-
Dundas said that I did not go into much
detail when I introduced the Bill. I
agree with the remarks that he has made,
one of the reasons being that when the
Minister for Industrial Development Intro-
duced the smelter agreement Bill he gave
a great deal of detail to the House and
therefore I did not want to repeat much
of w~hat he bad said. I therefore concen-
trated on the actual rail aspects in my
speech.

The comments that have been made in
regard to the route that will be followed
have been noted, and I would advise
members that it was placed in this posi-
tion on the advice of the engineers of the
department and following discussions and
negotiations with the company. As the
member for Boulder-Dundas said, many
other discussions are proceeding with
various companies in the area, which I
think could eventually lead to a tie-up.
It is suggested that some of these dis-
cussions are fairly well advanced, but
some will not be finalised until some time
in the distant future. At this stage I am
unable to give the House any idea when
these discussions will be finalised to any
great degree.

The member for Boulder-Dundas also
mentioned that he would have preferred
to see the ore being handled by rail from
the mining site to the smelter. I agree
with him on that, because at the moment
the road accidents are fairly heavy, and
this is something we want to eliminate.
in any event it is far better to handle
ore in large Quantities by rail than by
any other means. The honourable member
also wanted some indication as to when
the line will be completed. I am unable
to give any definite advice at this stage.
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I hope it will be commenced in the comning
Year. I say this because the honourable
member will realise that we obtained
$9,000,000 of the money required from the
Western Mining Corporation, $3,I400,000
from the Lake Lefroy salt project: and we
have something in the vicinity of $6,500,000
floating at this stage.

I did have a discussion with the Com-
monwealth Minister for Railways who in-
dicated that the Commonwealth may be
able to provide the funds required for the
rolling stock out of the rolling stock re-
placement fund, and he advised me to
approach him again when the negotiations
were fairly well advanced. I did this and
I was told that I should obtain a letter
from the Premier of this State to the
Prime Minister with a view to making in-
quiries whether the money will be made
available. That letter has gone forward
but as yet we have not had a letter in
reply. We hope that the Commonwealth
will come to the party and will provide
the money.

As soon as the money Is received from
the Commonwealth, we will make a de-
cision. I hope the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will get off Its tail and give us a
quick reply, because unless and until we
get it we cannot proceed with the neces-
ary arrangements. We did call for tenders
for this line on the basis that if the
money were not available at the stage
when tenders closed, we would not pro-
ceed. Therefore we have had to cancel
the tenders at this stage. Nevertheless
this has given an indication of the cost
and it is valuable information. We will
again call tenders when we get a favour-
able decision from the Commonwealth.

Once again I thank members for their
comments and I agree with them that
the goldfields area has a tremendous
potential, to say nothing of the Esperance
area, and the construction of this line
will be a tremendous step forward so far
as the railways and the goldfields area
are concerned. I commend the Bill to
the House.

Question Put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. O'Connor (Minister for Railways),
and transmitted to the Council.

MONEY LENDERS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Rending
Debate resumed from the 18th November.

MR. BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [3.09
p.mi.]: Thie Money Lenders Act became
law in 1912 and has been amended on
several occasions since, Section 2 of the
Act, which defines the meaning of the
word "Interest," has not been amended
in any way since the principal Act came
into existence something like 60 years ago
In 1912. Portion of the definition of "in-
terest" reads as follows:-

"Interest" includes discount, prem-
itum, bonus, commission, deduction,
fine, penalty, renewal, charge, fees,
costs, charges and expenses, whether
preliminary or otherwise, or any
money or moneys worth or any other
consideration whatever, and whether
the same be charged, paid, given, or
allowed directly or indirectly for or in
connection with the loan itself...

In his second reading speech the Minister
told us there is now available legal opinion
which says that the words I have just
read are sufficiently wide in meaning and
sufficiently all-embracing to include stamp
duties which Rye paid in connection with
a loan.

If this is so-and I am quite prepared
to work on the premise that it is--then
this is a state of affairs which has ob-
tained since 1921 when the Stamp Act
first became law.

The Minister has pointed out to the
House something which is perfectly ob-
vious; namely, that the word "interest"
is the key to this Act: that it is essen-
tial that a. Proper and full meaning of
that word be had in order that there may
be a basic understanding of the real im-
port of the Act.

As I have said, this is obvious and right
enough. But that being so there is little
doubt that the definition of "interest" is
one which has been under review for many
Years;, certainly since 1921. Although it
has been under review, It is all important
that the definition-which as I have said
is all-embracing-has never been
amended.

The Minister has purported to give us
some reasons for this amendment and he
places some reliance on the fact that by
the 1969 amendment of the Stamp Act
certain conditions were laid down in rela-
tion to stamp duty which may be charged
in respect of hire-purchase transactions.

For my part that does not persuade me
in the slightest. I guarantee that this sec-
tion of the Stamp Act has never been
acted upon, and I also guarantee that so
long as the present Government is in of-
fice it will never be acted upon. It is Just
so many words in the Stamp Act.

Accordingly that part of the Minister's
argument falls to the ground as far as I
am concerned, because the base of it is
simply not there; it is not intended to be
acted upon. I hope I may be Permitted
to digress for a moment, because these
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days we hear quite a lot about the rule
of law and the need to obey the law.
Sometimes I wonder, however, where the
Government of the day stands on the
question of law enforcement, because In a
number of cases it has evinced a singular
disinclination to enforce the laws which
it enacts here. A classic example, of
course, would be the Hire-Purchase Act
of 1959, under which a charge has never
been laid up to this time and, conse-
quently, no conviction ever made.

The fact of the matter is that when our
forebears defined "interest" they obviously
intended to catch everything by, way of
charge In any way related to a loan. They
did not want to be in a position where a
certain amount could be charged as inter-
est, but the borrower could be taxed with
all sorts of other charges on the side. Ac-
cordingly they brought in all sorts of
charges, fees, duties, and the like and said,
"These are to be interest."

It seems to me that by reason of that
definition and by reason of the fact that
section 2 has been in the Money Lenders
Act since 1912 without amendment, the
Minister has the Job In front of him; he
has a real obligation to set out an excel-
lent case to justify the present attempt to
change the definition,

The only real attempt at justifying the
Bill in the Minister's speech is to be found
in his words, the gist of which in any
event Is that section 2 is confusing and
wrong. The minister says that stamp duty
should not be included within the defini-
tion of "interest."

In my opinion the wording of the sec-
tion is not confusing and, if ever it were,
the Minister has now erased the problem
because he has told us there is legal opin-
ion available which tells us precisely once
and for all that stamp duty is included.

Accordingly, If the confusion ever
existed, It no longer remains.

The other statement made by the Minis-
ter is that the present definition is wrong;
but he did not go on to tell us why it is
rng-he merely said it is wrong. To

say something is wrong Is not sufficient.
To say It is wrong does not mean it is
wrong; and I would expect there to be some
people around the place who If told by
the Minister that something was wrong
woulC: feel it was probably right.

We have eliminated the confusion, and
we are not told in what manner the defini-
tion Is wrong. Thbe Minister has told us
something which I think really allows us
to find the real position in this question;
which Is that money lenders already col-
lect from borrowers the stamp duty in-
volved in the transaction. They have, no
doubt, done this for many years.

The Mfinister has told us that this Is
what they do; In other words, the borrower
does Pay now. It Is the usual practice.
This being so. if we eliminate the stamp

duty-as It is Intended under this Bill-
it will simply be a backdoor procedure for
increasing the interest which may be
charged by a money lender and paid by a
borrower. That Is all that is really hap-
pening.

As I have said, the other arguments ad-
vanced are of no account. The whole gist
of the Bill is that there is an attempt
being made here to Increase the actual
interest in the usual understanding of the
term; that is, the interest that can be
charged against the borrower, This, in-
cidentally, Is not at any stage of the
Minister's address said to be the purpose
of the Bill. It just happens to be what
the Bill is going to do; but it is not the
intention of the Bill as expressed.

If we are here for the purpose of In-
creasing interest under this Act, there is
a proper and straightforward way to do
it;, and that is the way It should be done.
If It were being done in that way, one
might be inclined to adopt an entirely
different attitude with respect to the
amendment.

Members will be aware that money len-
ders can charge up to 15 per cent. per
annum for moneys they lend, and that has
been the position for many years. Orn the
other hand, we are not given the faintest
Idea of how many dollars are Involved
or how much the interest charge will be
Increased in terms of money rather than
In terms of a percentage, if this amend-
ment becomes law.

In effect what we are asked to do is to
increase the rate of interest, despite the
fact that money lenders can now charge up
to 15 per cent. per annum, but we are not
told by how much the rate is to be In-
creased. In those circumstances, and with
some reluctance, I find I am unable to
support the legislation, because clearly its
effect is to increase the Interest that is
to be paid, but we have not been told
by how much. The other reasons, as I
have indicated, can be set aside because
they are of no consequence. Because of
a lack of a case put up by the Grovern-
ment I am placed In the position of hav-
ing to oppose the Bill.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) r3.21 p.m.]: This
is not a Bill which one can be wildly ex-
cited about, because the amount Involved
and the question Involved are not of great
moment. However, it Is felt desirable to
clarify the situation beyond doubt, and to
bring about a certain amount of uniformity
within a number of situations that have
quite a lot in common.

If one were to read the definition of
"Interest" one would assume that It did
not Include any amount for stamp duty
or statutory charges. Stamp duty or etaL
tutory charge is something that is received
on behalf of the Treasurer, and these are
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the amounts which one collects and pays
out in one way or another without any
personal gain.

To refer to the definition of "interest,"
I must reiterate what I said when I in-
troduced the second reading of the Bill. I
said-

In its present terms the Act re-
quires that, in reckoning the amount
of interest in any particular case, one
must include any-

. . . charge, fees, costs, charges
and expenses. whether preliminary
or otherwise .. . paid, given, or
allowed directly or indirectly for
or in connection with the loan
itself. .

if my memory serves me correctly, and if
my understanding of the background of
this legislation is correct, the object of
the definition was to avoid people calling
various things by fancy names, and vir-
tually imposing an extra interest burden
on the parties to these transactions. That
was a very undesirable practice. if it is
a charge for the profit of the lender, then
I believe it has to be disclosed and specially
incorporated within the definition of
"interest"; but if the lender is collecting
the money on behalf of the Treasurer-
which money the borrower has to pay to
the Government-it is hardly a matter
that can be included under the heading of
charges, fees, costs, etc., which implies that
the lender Is making a profit out of it.

In the bad old days some of these people
used the subterfuge of charging various
fees for the work they did in arranging
loans, and for other work associated with
documentation and a thousand and one
other things. The poor borrower was never
quite sure as to what actual rate of In-
terest he was paying. So it was decided
that within the definition in the Money
Lenders Act certain charges would be in-
corporated. I cannot bring myself to be-
lieve that the Legislature ever intended
that such fees as stamp duty, which could
vary upwards or downwards at the whim of
Parliament, should be related In any way
to the charges which the lender intended
to impose. I cannot put the situation
more simply or in more logical terms.

What we are seeking to do is to remove
an anomaly, now that the legal people have
decided that the wording in the Act in-
corporates this particular item of a sta-
tutory charge in the form of stamp duty
In the definition of "Interest". I hazard a
guess that had this Bill gone through
when it was intended it should-that is,
at the time when the batch of Bills deal-
ing with these budgetary questions was
passed-it would probably have caused no
comment, and would have been regarded
as consequential. It so happens that the
passage of this Bill was deferred and over-
looked in some respects, and it has been
allowed to go through on its own. I sug-

gest the member for Mt. Hawthorn has
highlighted what is a comparatively un-
important thing,

Mr. Bertram: It increases the interest
that is to be charged.

Mr. COURT: Yes, theoretically, but in
practice I think the matter is being dealt
with in the Bill in a way which most people
take for granted as the sensible way. That
is Preferable to allowing the existing situa-
tion to continue. We should take the oppor-
tunity to pass this legislation during the
present session to clear up what I regard
as an anomaly. If the legal people had
interpreted the definition otherwise-that
is, that the items of stamp duty or other
charges under the Act be not included in
the definition of "ilnterest" -this amend-
Ing Bill would not have been necessary.
The position is as simple as that.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adapted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Court (Minister for industrial De-
velopment), and transmitted to the
Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 19th November. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A.
Manning) In the Chair: Sir David Brand
(Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Part 1: Parliament-
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

on Part 1: Parliament.
MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) [3.39 P.m.):

I wish to say a few words on this part
of the Estimates which deals with Par-
liament. Some months ago I asked a
question of the Speaker about equipping
the Chamber with an electronic roll call
system. He answered that he had not
seen the folio that was available in the
library from the firm known as Ceecoim.
an American firm which has fitted uip a
number of legislative chambers in the
United States of America.

I think that Cecco first sent the brochure
to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
to give him an idea of the system and to
sound him out on the possibility of this
Parliament becomiing a client.

I understand that several firms manu-
facture this type of equipment and, indeed,
it has been working In some legislative
chambers for a considerable time.
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The. original- letter to Mr. Bartlett was
dated the 21st October, 1969, and was
written. by the Omis Corporation in
Chicago. It is signed by Mr. Bruce B.
Brown, who is president of the corporation.
He made some statements which I con-
sider are extremely interesting. We would
know that if equipment such as this were
to be installed in this Chamber it could
be expected to be quite reliable. Mr.
Brown says in part-

We are enclosing a set of blueprints
that give more details of our system.
Just Imagine, with our system Instal-
led, a roll call or vote for 60 mem-
bers would take SIX seconds and the
permanent copy of the ballot, punched
as to how each member voted and
the totals at the bottom printed.
would take THREE seconds to pro-
duce.

A system such as we are describing
would cost you about $85,000.00. F.OB.
Chicago without instailation.

This is a fairly heavy expenditure. This
did not escape the Speaker who said in a
letter to me sent subsequent to being asked
a question that he would not be able to
recommend the equipment under the cir-
cumstances because of the high price. The
letter continues-

The installation would have to be
handled by local electrical contrac-
tors familiar with hard wiring. Main-
tenance is not necessary. Our record
to date from 1952 is .9 of one call per
year per machine and that included
check-ups.

From all accounts it appears to be an
extremely reliable system. The letter
continues-

With the complete wiring diagrams,
schematics and spare parts we
furnish you would have no trouble in
maintaining your own equipment.

In all probability the Public Works De-
partment would be able to undertake this.

Sir David Brand: Is this equipment only
for registering divisions?

Mr. JAMIESON: It registers divisions,
but can be modified for other purposes.
For example, in America a number of
courses may be followed. Members may
refrain from voting or they may vote aye
or no. The equipment has a number of
other features, but a simplified explanation
of how it works is that a panel on each
corner of the wall would Indicate a list of
names. There would be lights on either
side indicating whether the vote of a
member was aye or no. A total would
appear underneath the list. As soon as
everyone had voted, the button would be
pressed by the presiding officer or the clerk
at the table and the bell-punched result
would come out.

Somne people might query the reason for
installing this type of equipment and want
to know why we should not continue to

use the old system of recording a division
by crossing the Chamber, which had to be
used in the old days.

I point out to the Premier and others
who are interested that we often have pri-
vate files and documents in our places. If
we have to leave to cross the Chamber,
we either have to stack up all these papers
only to start again when we return to our
places or leave them as they are. Whether
people desire to or not, they find that
they see things that they should not. I
consider that in this day and age we
should not put ourselves in this position
if it can be avoided.

The system has been proved. The latest
letter to Mr. Bartlett Is dated the 9th
November, 1970. It reads-

Somne time ago we wrote you re-
garding the CEECO Legislative Roll
Call System that is being used by
Legislative Bodies in the United States.

In the year since we wrote you, we
have made many improvements a4
described in the enclosed brochure.
The pictures shown are of a recent
installation in the Senate and the
House in the State of Tennessee. Since
then we have Installed a system in
the City of Nashville-

This was a system In the city council. To
continue-

-updated the system in the House in
Michigan and are currently Installing
a speech reinforcement system in the
State of Vermont.

Not all chambers are acoustically as good
as ours. This Chamber seems to be quite
good: at least Han-sard always seems to
hear me. Other chambers are more Ornate
and have many pillars with the result that
the voices get lost. Sound improvement
consists of a microphone which also works
on the press of a button. There is a small1
amplifier and If anyone cannot hear what
is going on he would turn it up. This
would be quite elaborate and it would not
be necessary for this Parliament.

I shall just quickly go over how it works.
The secretary of the Senate or the chief
clerk activates the system and sets up Bill
identification and number. The President
of the Senate or the Speaker of the House
unlocks voting and members then vote.
Voting stations activate lights on the
display board for visual record of voting.
The reason for this is to eliiate the
possibility of any one member pressing
half a dozen buttons. A member would
have to be in his seat and if someone saw
that the Premier's button had been pressed
when he was not in his seat, the presiding
officer would have his attention drawn to
It and would cancel the vote, which would
be recorded again.

The President of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House then declares voting
ever. locks the vote, and presses the record
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button. The recorder punches each vote
on a preprinted form, prints Bill identifi-
cation and prints totals of "Yes" vote, "No',
vote, "Present not voting" vote, and "Ab-
sent.",

We would not need equipment as soph-
isticated as this. The pamphlet Is ex-
tremely Interesting and illustrates the
button-pressing devices, control boards,
and the rest of it. I recommend that when
members have some spare time they should
obtain the file from the library and look
at it. The illustration before me gives
an example of a typical roll call board
at the end of a chamber.

I would say that we could well look into
the possibility of providing some up-to-
date equipment of this type in future.
Another illustration shows a smaller roll
call board, which would probably be the
size needed by this Chamber. Fortunately
the boards are in multiples of 25 units.
Excluding the presiding officer, we would
have a full number in two units.
The equipment would not be difficult to
use. There is a complete control panel
which would enable the presiding officer
to cancel any individual vote if the vote
had been wrongly made, and so on.

I have given some build-up on this
equipment, because it is what caused me
to ask some questions of the Speaker. I
wanted to know the cost per minute of
running the Legislative Assembly. I ran
into a great deal of bother over this ques-
tion, because although the answer runs
into almost a page it did not tell me what
I wanted to know. I had hoped that some-
one would be able to use a slide rule or
perhaps a computer to come up with the
answer. I wanted to know the actual cost
of any minute while the House was in
session, including the salaries of 51 mem-
bers, the staff, and attendants. I think I
asked the question clearly. It appears on
page 1185 of Hansard and reads--

What is the estimated cost per min-
ute of running the Legislative Assem-
bly while sitting-including all sal-
aries of members, officers, Ministers,
and attendants?

However, the Speaker got a. little ahead
of me and started to say that he could
not calculate the cost of electricity per
minute. I agree that would be extremely
difficult to do. The last part of the
Speaker's reply reads as follows:

(6) Although I have supplied the
reasons why I consider that this
information is not available, I
do not agree that this is a ques-
tion which may be directed prop-
erly to the Speaker. The expendi-
ture in connection with the Legis-
lative Assembly is not controlled
by me and the Estimates are
neither prepared by me nor under
my supervision.

I wondered about this part of the reply
and it caused me to ask further questions.
I have been in this place for rather a long
time and I think an elected Person must
have a responsibility. Surely we will not
throw our responsibility in regard to fin-
ance back onto Government officers.

So, knowing the situation which applied
in the Legislative Council would apply
mutatis mutandis to the Legislative
Assembly, rather than cause embarrass-
ment in this Chamber by having the
Clerks and the Speaker provide answers,
I asked questions of the Treasurer apper-
taining to the Legislative Council. I found
out that what I thought was the situation
was, in fact, the situation, and the presid-
Ing officer has a real responsibility. I
asked the Treasurer-

(1) 'Who compiles the estimates for
the Legislative Council?

The reply was--
(1) The Clerk of the Council.

I will deal with parts (2), (3), and (4) of
my question together because the Treas-
urer answered them together. The ques-
tions I asked are as follows:-

(2) Are these estimates subject to ap-
proval of the President of the
Legislative Council?

(3) If expenditure in excess of the
estimate requires an additional
amount from the Treasury, is
such a request required to be
sanctioned by the President of
the Legislative Council?

(4) Should additional staff be re-
quired for the Legislative Council
establishment, are such appoint-
ments made only after approval
of the President of the Legislative
Council?

The Treasurer replied-
(2) to (4) 1 understand that matters

of this kind are discussed with
the President.

of course, they have to be discussed with
the President, otherwise the situation
would be intolerable. A responsibility
would be vested in people who had no re-
sponsibility to the electorate and If any-
thing was amiss it would be wrong for
th-ose people to bear the brunt of it. The
fifth Part of my question was as follows:-

(5) For Treasury matters would not
the relationship between the
Clerk of the Council and the
President be much the same as
that existing between a depart-
mental Under-Secretary and a
Minister?

The Treasurer replied, "Yes" I would
have thought so, because the departments
of the Legislative Assembly and the Legis-
lative Council obviously must have some
responsible titular head who Is the equiva-
lent of a Minister. The Clerk would of
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course be equal to the permanent officer
in charge of a department under a Minis-
ter. No doubt that officer prepares the
Estimates for his Minister, and the Minis-
ter must accept responsibility for them In
this Chamber. Undoubtedly the relation-
ship had to be somewhat similar. My sixth
question was-

(6) If not, in what fundamental
principle would such relationship be
different?

The Treasurer replied, "Answered by (5).
I am glad the matter was cleared up, be-
cause I would hate the records of the
Parliament to appear to rest on the final
paragraph of the Speaker's statement. I
feel It would be quite misleading not to
say the presiding officer at all times must
have final responsibility to the Legislative
Assembly; and, being between the Legis-
lative Assembly and the staff of the As-
sembly, be must, where arguments in con-
nection with finance are concerned, take
the responsibility.

We cannot expect the staff to accept
that responsibility. No doubt it Is their
responsibility to put up the fixed budget-
ary type of document for approval. How-
ever, if the Estimates were altered in any
way to include an increase In staff or to
make provision for a special Item other
than is normally provided, I say it would
be wrong for the staff to accept that re-
sponsibility unless it acted with the sanc-
tion and knowledge of the presiding officer
when such action was taken.

Having clarified that situation to my
satisfaction-although possibly not to the
satisfaction of the Speaker-and having
had it recorded, I would say that is all I
desire to comment upon part 1. How-
ever, I would ask the Treasurer If he has
a spare momient-and If he has as few
spare moments as I have had lately he
probably will not get around to it for a
long time-to call for the legislative roll
call system file from the library and to
study it, because I think it has something
to offer. I understand many new Par-
liamnents In places such as Kuala Lumpur
have installed such a system.

The Installation of the system would not
require great structural alterations to our
building. Despite the price of the Ceeco
equipment-and maybe the equipment
would be available from EBM or one of the
other electronic firms operating in Austra-
lia-it may pay us to make Inquiries as to
whether sooner or later we can get away
from the old system. I say again that the
old system was In vogue when there was
no other method available and the only
way to record the vote was to line up
members on both sides of the House and
count them. However, we do not have to
do that now: we are able to get away from
it by the use of modern appliances and
methods, and I think it is time we did.

I expect the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment would not expect an industry
to work on the basis of a couple of clerks
sitting down computing a string of figures:
naturally, the industry would install some
form of sophisticated computer.

Mr. Court: I am worried about whether
we could get this expenditure past the
member for Victoria Park.

Mr. JAMIESON: What has he said
about It? By comparison 'with the
$5,000,000 he spoke about the other night,
this matter would represent only a peanut
in the overall financial problems of the
Government of Western Australia. I sug-
gest that other members might look into
the possibility of the method I have sug-
gested.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.05 p.m.

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [4.05 p.m.]:
Before the tea suspension the member for
Belmont referred to the installation of an
electronic division device in this Chamber.
I had the opportunity to go through the
New Delhi Parliament House in 1968,
where this equipment was installed. At
the time it was not in operation, but the
system was explained to me. It is easy
to operate this equipment, and a member
does not have to leave his seat to record
his vote in a division. I doubt wtiether
there is any validity in the claim of the
member for Belmont that it would save
time during divisions. I do think that
most members now sit back in their seats,
and do not take any notice of other mem-
bers' fles during a division.

Mr. Jamieson. Why should one have to
turn the file over?

Afr. WILLIAMS: We cannot prevent
others from looking over our shoulders, to
see the files. I understand that the cost
of this equipment f.o.b. Chicago is about
$60,000.

Mr. Jamnieson-. That is the cost for that
particular type of equipment.

Mr. WILiLIAMS: Taking the cost of
$60,000 as a basis, we have to include the
additional costs of bringing the equipment
to the State and installing it in the
Chamber. when all that is done the cost
would probably be doubled.

Mrt. Jamieson: L.B.M. which operates in
this country also supplies this equipment.

Mr. WILLAMS: We could support a
firm which is operating locally. However,
I prefer to see other things done before
electronic division devices are installed.

Mr. Jamieson: Would you not prefer the
installation of this equipment before the
expenditure of $400,000 on improvements
to the front part of Parliament House?

Mr. WILLIAMS: It was only a few years
ago when the Opposition members were
telling us that we should cover the cutting
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in the Mitchell Freeway. just in front of
Parliament House, but the cost was in the
order of $2,000,000 to $3.000,000.

Mr. Bickerton: That was the figure we
were given, but you must realise that that
was absolutely rubbish. It seems the
Minister was hoodwinked on that occasion.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I do not think he was.
That project would be far more expensive
than the project that is being undertaken
now in front of Parliament House. On the
one band we hear the member for Bel-
mont asking Parliament to expend a huge
sum on installing arn electronic division
device, but on the other band we have the
member for Victoria Park criticising the
Government for what he terms excessive
expenditure on various items. I do not
see how we can match the two. Getting
back to Parliament House, I would prefer
to see the Installation of air conditioning.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you know how much
that will cost-half-a-mIllion dollars?

Mr. WILLIAMS: I realise it will be very
expensive, but it seems the member for
Belmont is suggesting that we should
spend $60,000 to purchase this equipment
plus probably twice that amount to bring
it here and to install it. Let us provide
some comfort for members in this Chamber.
On a day like this the three fans that
are operating do not cool the Chamber
very much, although members on the front
benches might beneft more from them.

Mr. Cash: It is a hot spot in the back
benches!

Mr. WILLIAMS: I agree it is. We could
well look to the provision of other things
in this Parliament before the installation
of electronic division devices. At the be-
ginning of this session the member for
Victoria Park questioned why Parliament
should be sitting at night instead of dur-
ing normal office hours. If Parliament
were to sit during the normal office hours
then extra accommodation would have to
be provided for the Ministers from which
they could operate. Furthermore, accom-
modation would also have to be provided
for their secretaries. I suggest the pro-
vision of the extra accommodation is pre-
ferable to the installation of the elec-
tronic device.

It is very nice to bring about all these
improvements: and when we get to the
stage of building a new Parliament House
or of having the present; building re-
novated extensively by spending a few
millions on improvements, we could do
.som:rthing along the lines of the proposal
Put forward by the member f-r B!elmont.
I believe that our present division system
is quite adequate.

Strangely enough, in some State Par-
liament Houses in the U.S.A., and in the
Federal House in Washington, this equip-
ment was installed so that when a member

voted in a particular way-such as when
he voted against his party-he could stand
up in the House and give reasons for his
action. An American Congressman once
told me it would take half-an-hour or even
longer for members to stand up and give
reasons, This was one of the main reasons
why it was decided to install the electronic
division devices.

Mr. Jamieson: You are wrong. Actually
a vote is not taken. It is only after the
reasons are given that the members press
the button. That is done under their
Stand ing Orders. They have no right to
debate in general terms anything brought
up through their committees. There is a
lot of difference between their set-up and
ours.

Mr. WILLIAMS: I agree there Is a lot
of difference. I say there is no need for
us to install this equipment here when so
many other things are needed.

The member for Belmont referred to a
question which he asked earlier in the
year in regard to the cost per minute of
running the Legislative Assembly. The
position has been clarified by another ques-
tion which was asked in respect of another
place. In reply to the question asked by
the member for Belmont on the 13th
October-and this appears on page 1185
of the current Hansard.-the Speaker
said-

The expenditure in connection with
the Legislative Assembly is not con-
trolled by me and the Estimates are
neither prepared by me nor under my
supervision.

I believe this work is done mainly by
the Clerks of the H-ouse. The Estimates
are adjusted from year to year as salary
increases in respect of both members and
the staff are effected. I believe the staff
come under the Public Service Commis-
sioner.

Mr. Jamieson: The staff does not.
Mr. WILLIAMS:. The work of adjust-

ig salaries that are paid to the staff,
irrespective of how they are arrived at,
is done by the Clerk of Records and the
Clerk of the Assembly. The expenditure
for any additional staff engaged is allowed
for in the following year's Estimates.

As was pointed out by the Speaker, it
would be very difficult even with the use
of computers and slide rules to calculate
what percentage of the Joint House Com-
mittee costs should be apportioned to the
cost of running the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Jamnieson: That was not asked.
Mr. WILLIAMS: If the honourable mem-

ber wants to calculate the cost per minute
of the sitting of the Legislative Assembly
lie would have to take into aecount all
Lhe costs, and apportion them.

Mr. Jamieson: I was only asking a ques-
tion about the salaries of the officers.
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Mr. WILLIAMS: That was not made
clear in the question; the honouirable mem-
ber merely asked for the costs.

Mr. Jamieson: My question got lost in
the Speaker's answer.

Air. WILLIAMS: The cost per minute
would have to take into account the cost
of the Printing Committee and the Library
Committee. As the Speaker pointed out
it would be very difficult to determine how
long this House sits. If a figure of the
hours were given the honourable member
could. if he so wished, check on the hours
of sitting in previous years. By doing that
it Is possible to apportion the costs to the
days of sitting, if the honourable member
is interested In getting the cost per minute.
That is all I have to say on this part of
the Estimates which deals with Parlia-
ment.

Before we spend any money on the in-
stallation of fancy electronic devices. I say
there are many more important things we
could Provide to make for the greater com-
fort of members and Ministers.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) (4.14 P.m.):
Whilst we are contemplating the expend-
iture of these thousands of dollars there
is one matter I would like to deal with In
connection with the Legislative Assembly.
I consider this Question to be the most
important of any; and It relates to the
acoustics of this Chamber.

I am not against the proposal Put for-
ward by the member for Belmont. I
think his Point has merit, and I am cer-
tainly not against air conditioning.

Mr. Jamieson: Nobody queried the cost
of the electronic chimes. They could have
cost anything.

Mr. BICKERTON: I think it is neces-
sary for a member to remain cool, calm,
and collected while he is in his seat, but
it is more essential to be able to hear
what other members are saying. There
are sections of this Chamber where mem-
bers have no difficulty hearing the mem-
ber who is speaking, because they are
sitting in seats which suit the acoustics
of the Chamber.

I think that if the Chairman of Com-
mittees, or the Speaker, were to make a
survey amongst the back-benchers of this
Chamber he would find that many mem-
bers have great difficulty in hearing cer-
tain speakers. The member for Gascoyne
is difficult to hear, as is the member for
Boulder-Dundas. Sometimes the Minister
for Police, when he is looking at the
Speaker, is very difficult to hear. The
Minister for Lands is not always easy to
hear, unless he gets excited, because of his
fatherly tone.

Mr. Craig: I cannot quite hear what
the honourable member is saying!

Mr. BICKERTON: It is a fact that
members who sit at the back of the
Chamber have difficulty in hearing, and
because they cannot hear they are in-
clined to start to talk among themselves.
That conversation makes it even more
difficult for members in the vicinity to
follow what is being said by the member
on his feet. I had some visitors in the
gallery the other night and I can assure
members that I was not able to hear the
member who was speaking. Some people
would say that is a blessing!

The Premier Is one of the greatest of-
fenders-unintentionally. He is inclined
to drop his voice, and I amn sure that
members of his own Party will agree with
me that it Is difficult to hear and under-
stand him on many occasions.

I put this same Proposition to a pre-
vious Speaker many years ago. He was a
very nice person and it was easy to put
a Proposition to him. On one occasion
I got him to sit at the back of the Cham-
ber so that he could assess the situation
himself. He sat alongside the then mem-
ber for Northam, but as soon as he sat
down he started a conversation which
must have been heard in the front
benches. When the Speaker had finished
his conversation be told me that he did
not have any difficulty in hearing at all.
I do not doubt that he had no difficulty
in hearing himself or the member for
Northam.

I also put the proposition to our present
Speaker who had the Public Works De-
partment acoustic people look into the
problem. However, It seems to me that if
people are not keen on carrying out a job.
or are not keen on spending money, they
present such astronomical figures that it
seems hopeless to pursue the matter. The
Public Works Department went Into the
Problem and said that all sorts of things
would have to be done to the Chamber
and to the ceiling, which made the proposi-
tion ridiculous.

The proposition which I put forward
was simply for an amplifier system to
be used when it was required. I visualised
a number of plugs along the front of the
desks, and two or three microphones. If
someone had difficulty in hearing the
member who was on his feet, it would
simply be a matter of drawing the atten-
tion of the Speaker or the Chairman of
the Committees to the fact and one of
the attendants could Place a microphone
in front of the member making the speech.
The best position for the loud speakers
is a matter I would prefer to leave to
the people who know something about
acoustics. It does seem ridiculous that
when one brings up a simple matter of this
nature the feasibility studies usually cost
more than the simple system envisaged.
It is possible to use amplifiers outdoors,
so it should be possible to use them indoors.



2690 (ASSEMBLY.]

I realise that not eveny member would
require a microphone. I can Imagine that
the member for Swan would certainly not
require one. On the few occasions that I
have had a pair and I have been down in
the city attending some function, I have
been able to follow the debate very com-
fortably when the member for Swan has
been speaking. Other members do not
raise their voices, for a very good reason.
If they do a fair amount of speaking their
throats become affected. Those members
would be able to use a microphone, which
would benefit them as well as those
listening. I think it is a No. 1 priority
and I once again draw attention to the
matter.

The only other matter I wish to mention
in connection with Parliament is that since
the renovation of the House a new carpet
has been laid throughout most of the
building. The many other improvements
which have taken place in this Chamber
are very good. However, just outside the
Chamber where our Hlansards and Statutes
are stored we still have the old lino. In
all probability, it remembers the footpads
of Lord Forrest.

Mr. Bovell interjected.
Mr. BICKERTON: I beg your pardon;

if the Minister for Lands only had a
microphone I

Mr. Bovell: Lord Forrest, as a member
of Parliament, was never in this building.

Mr. BICKERTON: I thank the Min-
ister for the correction and I realise he is
well up on his history. As I was saying,
I think we are ruining the ship for a
haporth of tar. Members will remember
the old letter boxes, and the Impressions
made by the legs of those letter boxes can
still be seen in the lino. In view of the
fact that we have a Parliament House
which astounds most people with its quality
-although we may think it has some
short-comings-I do not think we should
spoil the appearance of the building for
the want of some additional carpet.

Votes: Legislative Council, $72,000;
Legislative Assembly, $88,000; Joint House
Committee, $132,000; Joint Printing Com-
mittee, $116,000; Joint Library Commit-
tee, 56,800--put and passed.

Part 2: Premier, Treasurer and Minister
for Tourists-

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [4.25 p.m.]: I desire to raise
a question which I have raised a number
of times in Parliament. I refer to the
decision of the Government not to refund
the receipts duty tax which the people are
entitled to have.

The Premier made an announcement
that the Government will refund the re-
ceipts duty covering a period of approxi-
mately three weeks. That period Is be-

tween the 28th October, 1969-whIch was
the date upon which the High Court re-
fused leave to appeal against an earlier
decision that the tax was invalid-and the
18th November. which is the commence-
ment of the Period covered by the validat-
ing legislation of the Commonwealth
Parliament. If members will consider the
dates I have mentioned they will realise
that the only period during which this
Act had validity was between the 18th
November, 1969, and the 30th September,
1970. After that date the tax lapsed and
was not payable at all. The Common-
wealth will make a contribution to the
States to make up for the loss of revenue.

The situation is that the receipts duty
tax applying to the sale of goods pro-
duced or manufactured in Australia was
valid, because of the Commonwealth legis-
lation, only in the period between the l8th
November, 1969, and the 30th September,
1970. The Government has decided that
it will refund the tax paid by the people
under this invalid law from the 28th
October, 1969, to the first day upon
which the Commonwealth validating
legislation commenced.

Let us examine that position. After the
High Court gave its decision that the tax
was invalid there was no excuse for any-
body to pay the tax except that the Prem-
ier of this State threatened to prosecute
people if they did not pay it, It was de-
dlared by the court that the tax was in-
valid. Now it could be argued-but I would
not go along with such argument-that
the people who paid the tax subsequent
to the 28th October, 1969, with the know-
ledge that the Act was invalid, paid the
tax voluntarily and without protest. if
that were established it could be argued
that they would not be entitled to get
their money back. However, that is the
period during which the Government pro-
poses to repay the tax, and it refuses to
repay the money paid in tax prior to the
date of the High Court decision.

There is no justification for that stand
on the Part of the Government. I am fam-
iliar with the statement which has been
made that the States have agreed that
they will all do this, but that does not
make It right, neither legally nor morally.
In deciding to repay the tax for the three-
week period between the 28th October.
1969, and the lath November, 1969, the
Government acknowledges an obligation
to repay. For the reasons I have already
given the obligation to repay is a stronger
obligation with regard to the money it
was paid in tax prior to the High Court
decision than it Is with regard to the
money paid subsequent to the High Court
decision.

I say that if it is right to accept that
there is an obligation on the Government
to repay the duty for the three-week per-
iod not covered by the Commonwealth
validity legislation-during which period
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the people who knew the tax was invalid
because of the High Court decision con-
tinued to pay it-then surely because of
the unanimous High Court decision the
Government Is obligated to repay the tax
from its inception.

If there is any doubt about how this
will go if it is challenged in the court-
and I believe it will be challenged by a
Chamber of Commerce in some State-
one has only to refer to the case of Bell
Eros. versus The Shire of Serpentine-
Jarrahdale, which I have mentioned a
number of times. By a strange coincidence.
this decision was given at about the time
of the High Court decision in the Ham-
ersley case.

The Shire of Serpentine -Jarrahdale
had a by-law which required anybody who
wanted to take out a license to quarry
stone to pay a fee for the license, and if
the fee was not paid permission was not
given for the quarrying of stone. Bell Bros.
admitted that it had paid the license fee
voluntarily and without protest for five
years from 1961 to 1966. After that time
a gentleman named Marsh took a case
against the shire, as a result of which
the nigh Court declared the by-law to be
invalid and ruled that the shire had no
right to exact a license fee for the quarry-
ing of stone.

The case went before Mr. Justice Negus,
who said that Bell Bros. was not entitled
to a refund of the license fee because it
had paid the money voluntarily and with-
out protest. The matter went to the Full
Court, which upheld the decision of Mr.
Justice Negus. Then the case went to the
High Court and In a unanimous judgment
five judges said Bell Bros. was entitled to a
refund of the whole of the license fees it
had paid from 1961 to 1966, on the round
that the fees were paid colore offiefi and
that the demand for the payment of the
fees was in the nature of extortion be-
cause it was made under the threat of the
Statute. The High Court said it did not
matter that Bell Eros. had paid the fees
voluntarily and without protest. Because
Bell Bros. believed that the Power of the
Statute obliged it to pay the fees, it was
not in an equal position with the shire and
it was therefore entitled to recieve its
money.

There Is not the slightest distinction
between that case and the situation of all
the persons who have paid receipts duty
under the threat of the Statute, which
provided a penalty for non-payment of
the duty, and double duty as well. Could
any person who did not have access to
top legal advice be blamed for paying the
duty under those circumstances? The duty
had been paid for several years prior to
the High Court decision, but not all people
paid it. Hamersley Iron, with access to
top legal advice, told the Government It
would not pay the tax, so that company

does not have to approach the Govern-
ment for a refund of the duty because it
never paid the duty,

We have the situation where there are
people who, being well advised that they
were not under an obligation to pay the
duty, did not pay it, and so they have their
money; but other people, under the power
of the Statute, did pay the duty, and the
Government refuses to refund their money
on the round that it was paid before the
High Court decision and not after it.

I say very deliberately that there is not
a single court decision to support the con-
tention that Governments, or anybody else,
Is only liable to repay after a decision
has been made that a law is invalid, and
as from the date of that decision. There
is not a single legal case to support the
contention that the liability to repay de-
pends upon the date of a successful chal-
lenge of the law under which the pay-
ment has been made. Once the law has
been declared invalid, it is Invalid from
its commencement; and if it can be shown
that the parties are not on an equal foot-
ing, the person who has paid an invalid
tax is entitled to his money back.

The stand which the Government has
taken, in concert with other Governments
-that is, that there Is aL liability to repay
during the period following the High Court
decision, up to the date of operation of
the Commuonwealth's validating law, hut
there is no liability to repay prior to the
High Court decision-is untenable. Surely
the only right the Government has in this
connection Is to retain money that was
paid during the period that the Act was
valid; that is, the period from the 18th
November, 1969, to the 30th September,
1970, which is the only period covered by
the Commonwealth law.

How can the Government argue that its
obligation Is limited to repayment of duty
paid during the three weeks between the
date of the High Court refusal to grant
leave to appeal and the commencing date.
of the Commonwealth's validating legis-
lation? If the Commonwealth had de-
cided it would only validate the legislation
as from the end of November, the Govern-
ment would have said it was liable to re-
pay the duty from the 28th October to
the end of November. The Government
argues that its liability is limited to the
period between the date of the High Court
decision refusing the right to appeal and
the commencing date of the Common-
wealth's validating legislation. There is
no rhyme or reason in such a decision.

The State's liability is related to the full
period during which the Invalid State law
operated, and the State is only relieved
of liability from the date of commence-
ment of the Commonwealth legislation.
Neither the date of the decision in the
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Hamersley case, nor the decision in the
Chamberlain case. nor the date on which
the High Court refused the right to ap-
peal has any bearing on the question at
all. The only point to be determined is
the period during which people paid this
tax under an invalid State law. It does
not matter whether they protested or not,
because the High Court decision in the
Bell Bros. case fully established that when
money is paid under adlore oAiU-In cir-
cumstances where somebody, by virtue of
his office, demands payment under threat
of the Statute-the money is repayable
unless it can be shown that in the mean-
time something has developed which places
the person who has received the money at
a disadvantage with the person who paid
it. That cannot possibly enter into con-
sideration in this matter.

The Government has already indicated
that it accepts an obligation to repay some
of the duty because the State Act was
invalid. How It arrives at the period is
beyond nme. I repeat that there is less
justification for repaying money to a man
who pays after a court decision declaring
a law to be invalid than there is in re-
paying it to a person who pays before
the decision, because it is a common
attitude as regards the law that people
cannot plead Ignorance of the law.

Therefore, when the High Court de-
cided that this State law was Invalid, It
could reasonably be argued that everybody
who was then paying the tax had a right
to cease paying it because the court had
declared the tax to be invalid. In my
opinion, taxpayers in Western Australia
would be able to argue that they were still
not free to follow their own decision In
this matter, because the Premier of the
State threatened to prosecute them If they
did not pay the tax, and they would there-
fore not be In the position of having paid
the tax voluntarily. In my opinion the
taxpayers would be able to argue success-
fully that, although the High Court de-
cision was given, the Premier's threat to
prosecute them obliged them to pay the
tax, which they then paid involuntarily.

I am sure the matter will not end here.
The Chambers of Commerce in the other
States have already indicated their inten-
tion to challenge this decision, which
should be challenged. How can we, either
legally or morally, accept a situation where
big companies like Hamersley "Iron have
their money because they did not pay It
In the first place. and other people In
much smaller businesses will not get their
money, even though they are just as much
entitled to It as Hamersley Iron Is? Those
people wilil not get their money because
the Government has arbitrarily deter-
mined that It will only pay back aL Pro-
Portion of It, being that proportion of the
tax which was paid during the period
between the date of the refusal of the

High Court to allow the right of appeal
and the commencing date of the Com-
monwealth's validating legislation.

It is the Government's duty and respon-
sibility to face up to this matter, however
reluctant it may be to do so. The Govern-
mernt cannot in any way justify a situation
in which big and wealthy companies, such
as Hamersiey, will have their money be-
cause they never paid the tax, while there
are so many people, including thousands
of farmers, who are entitled to a refund
of the money they paid under a tax which
was not legally exigible. Because those
People did not have access to top legal
advice, they thought there was a respon-
sibility on them to pay the tax, for fear
of the punishment they would suffer if
they did not pay, and they will only re-
ceive a miserable amount covering a period
of three weeks, which has no relationship
whatever to the liability which devolyes
upon the Government to make this repay-
ment. I could not let this opportunity
pass without once again reminding the
Treasurer of his very great obligation in
connection with this matter.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta - Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [4.45 p.m.J: I
wish to make brief reference to two mat-
ters. in the first Instance I preface my
remarks by paying a tribute to one who
is well known to most of us-The Hon.
0. F. Wild, the Agent-General for Western
Australia In London. He and his staff, in
my view, are doing an excellent job, ex-
ceeding the expectations of many of us.
whether political friend or foe. I con-
gratulate them on the job they are doing.
When I was there recently I was rather
surprised to learn that some of the senior
officers In the Agent-General's office had
never set eyes on Western Australia. I
think this must affect their work when
they are Involved In matters relating to
this country and In circumstances about
which they have no direct knowledge.

I say no more than that, except to out-
line my personal knowledge of an officer
being in such a position. When I was
younger I was a draftsman, and part of
my job was to check, mathematically, the
work of the surveyor in the field. It always
seemed to me to be ridiculous that a per-
son In the office should be checking some-
thing which was done physically by
somebody else In the field. I raised this
print on a number oif occasions, and in
due course action was taken to see that
survey draftsmen served part of their
cadetship in field wvork so that they would
have practical knowledge of the work in
which they were engaged in the drafting
and computing office.

In exactly the same way I think at least
some of the more senior officers In the
Agent-General's office in London should
have an opportunity of seeing Western
Australia. It Is entirely different for a
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person to have direct knowledge of a sub-
ject or a country compared with gaining
information and impressions from statis-
tics; information which is supplied, gener-
ally, by other people. There is nothing
like direct experience to enable a person
to have full knowledge of his duties. I will
leave the matter at this point and ask the
Premier to give consideration to it. One
officer I have in mind in particular is Mr.
Hyde, who is the Chief Clerk or some-
thing of that nature, and he has been in
that position for approximately 20 years.

The other matters to which I desire to
make reference relate to myself, but I
speak in that sense only to draw from
my own experience. First of all, the Gov-
ernment, I think-and very rightly-de-
cided to set up an authority to determine
the salary and allowances of members of
Parliament. to remove from them criti-
cism-which, incidentally, has not been
completely stemnmed-which invariably
followed any adjustment of emoluments to
members. I say that because, when we
wvent through the motions of increasing
members' salaries in this Parliament, in
point of fact they had been assessed by
competent tribunals or individuals before
they were placed before the Government.
However, it was with the desire that not
only justice shall be done but that it shall
seem to be done, that the requirements
laid down to bring the findings on mem-
bers' salaries to Parliament were dis-
carded, and that is the position that exists
today.

I do not Pass comment on the work of
the distinguished gentlemen we appointed
to determine our salaries, except to say
that, invariably, I felt some disappoint-
ment, thinking that whatever figure had
been established and Proved, those who
sat in judgment upon us seemed to take
the easy way out by cutting the figure
approximately in half.

My feeling on the matter is that a fur-
ther step is required. I say that because
of the somewhat natural reluctance on
the part of Governments to take any
action; although here and now I pay
tribute to the present Government in
that it has shaped up to quite a
number of matters in respect of which
previous Governments had demurred, and
I need not outline them. What I am refer-
ring to now are the services which should
be made available to members of Parlia-
ment. Their emoluments, expenses, and
electoral expenses are one feature, but
the facilities that are required to enable
members of Parliament to carry out their
work are not encompassed within the
charter of the tribunal which assesses our
salaries.

I will first of all cite the case of the
Leader of the Opposition, who has made
representation to the Government to be
supplied with a research officer, which is
an established Practice in certain of the

States, but not all of them. I do not want
to argue the question, but I think some-
body should have a look at the proposi-
tion and decide whether it is reasonable.

On the question of travel facilities for
members of Parliament, again this is a
matter for Government determination;
and, after all, members of Governments
are busy, and should be busy in the ex-
treme attending to work pertaining to
their portfolios. Therefore this is, per-
haps, one of those matters that can be
by-passed.

The Government has been in office for
some 12 years, and I submit that in that
period there has been a considerable
change of affairs, Admittedly the tempo
has quickened, but, in addition, new activ-
ities are bringing forward increasing prob-
lems and these are transmitted to mem-
bers of Parliament. Whose responsibility
should it be to decide whether members of
Parliament are entitled to some clerical
assistance to enable them to Perform their
tasks, not wilth the Objective of giving
them an easier time, but so that, on behalf
of the people, they can give attention far
more effectively in the future to their
duties than perhaps they have been able
to do in the past?

I will now quote my own example, and
I do so because I am thoroughly familiar
with it, but I am not familiar with the
examples of others. Also, I am hoping-
and I do not want to introduce a contro-
versial note into this--that I will not be
Deputy Leader of Her Majesty's Opposi-
tion for much longer. Therefore, if any
words of mine will bring about a change
or improvement that will be of benefit
to anybody on the other side of the House
who may in a few months' time occupy
the position I now hold, I hope that, who-
ever he may be, will reap some advantage.
I do not want to argue that matter, but to
be serious about it.

People in all walks of life who have had
occasion to raise this subject, or have
engaged in interrogation of myself, have
been amazed to learn that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, in his own right,
has no assistance whatsoever. When I
was in my teens messengers were available,
typists could be obtained, and so on, in the
office in which I worked. Before I had
reached 21. 1 was acting draftsman in
charge of Lands and Surveys at Northam.
In that office there was a clerk, an assist-
ant, a typist, and so on.

On being elected to Parliament I found
That I dropped in status: and, when one
is appointed to a Job a little more senior
in Parliament. no recognition is given of
it. I am not seeking recognition in the
matter of status, but of staff to enable one
to carry out the work. Here and now, I
wish to state that I work honestly and
conscientiously to cope with the work that
is Put before me, but it is impossible
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for me to read any one of the many
hundreds of documents and varied reports
that come into my office.

In the great majority of eases I have
found it necessary in whatever time I have
available in my lunch break and tea break
to be in my office in an endeavour to
keep abreast of my work. I think it is
generally known that after 5 p.m., I am
in my office for as long as, if not longer
than, any other member of this Parlia-
ment. I am not saying this in any brag-
ging way. There may be others who think
they work just as hard as I do; I am un-
able to say. I find I hardly have time to
pay attention to all the matters relating
to my district. Matters arise in my dis-
trict which require my physical attention.
but I am unable to become familiar with
them and to see the people concerned.

Of necessity, a great deal of my work
Is done partly by telephone because of the
misfortune of being unable to find time
to call on the people who ask me to attend
to various matters. I scarcely have a
meal at home, and I know that Ministers
and other members are often Placed in the
same position. There are telephone calls
to attend to, reports to be made, and all
the rest of it. This is the common lot of
a member of Parliament, on which I am
expressing my opinion. But, more shame
on me, I have not a filing register or a
recording system, for the simple reason
I have not the time to keep them up to
date.

All I have is a jumble of Papers which
Uitter my table and, when I have finished
a job and they become too many, the
papers are thrown in a certain place, and
in due course form part of a heap in a
cupboard that is in my office. This is a
state of affairs that should not be. I am
not here for fun. I am doing these things
because it is part and Parcel of the job.
I have spoken to outside people, to my
leader, and to the Premier, about the posi-
tion, but of course it is for none of them
to make a decision or to deal with the
matter.

I think, whether it be a matter of the
Leader of the Opposition requiring a re-
search officer, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition requiring some kind of clerical
assistance, or clerical assistance for mem-
bers generally-perhaps there Is no justifi-
cation for granting such assistance in
every case; I do not express an opinion
on that, because it would be up to each
honourable member to do that-that if we
were to have somebody to take telephone
calls, make appointments, attend to filing.
and do other similar tasks, it would prove
to be of great assistance. It should be
the duty and responsibility of some com-
petent authority to look into this matter
and make recommendations to the Govern-
ment. At present it is hardly the respon-
sibility of anybody.

Whilst I do not seek to deny them their
privileges or rights, the position of civil
servants is in sharp contrast to the posi-
tion of members in this Parliament. Might
I point out that I worked for many years
in the Lands and Surveys Department and
I am still familiar with the activities of
Government departments. The position
still seems to be that if several more clerks
are required in an office, or another typist
is necessary, the necessary steps are taken
to appoint them. However, the position
here seems to be, for some inexplicable
reason, that when a person enters Parlia-
ment he becomes his own entity and is
not entitled to similar consideration. Each
member of Parliament is faced with dif-
ferent problems according to the electorate
he represents. Naturally some are beset
more with town Planning matters and
metropolitan region planning complica-
tions than are others.

There is a need for an inquiry to be
made in order to provide an essential
service to enable the work to be done.
This is not a question of self-aggrandise-
ment, either, In respect of the position
that I occupy at the moment, or that of
any other member of this Parliament,
when one has regard to the facilities that
are made available not only to depart-
mental officers, but to people In offices
and positions in both Government
and private organisatlons around the city
of Perth. Some of them have looked in
bewilderment and with disbelief at the
very many mundane types of tasks that
members of Parliament are called upon to
perform, because there is nobody else to
do them.

Right here and now I want to put the
record straight by making it plain that
this is not to be considered by any em-
ployee as being a complaint or a reflec-
tion upon the staff of Parliament House,
because I would be up with the next In
paying tribute to them.

The matters I have raised are purely
personal and all I am trying to do Is to
obtain assistance so that ordinary and
minor matters can be dealt with, leaving
members of Parliament free to deal with
the more serious questions that come be-
fore them. I know this is a personal com-
plaint and that it is personal thinking, but
I assure all members that my remarks are
very genuine. I trust that members do
not come back with what may be the
obvious retort; namely, that it would ap-
pear to be so.

I want to tell members that, in the great
majority of cases, when it is my duty and
responsibility to apply myself to a Bill, It
is possible to spend only a fraction of the
time that is required on it; and, in my
own case, this is done while I am sitting
here in the House or during a half-hour
break that I may get between telephone
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Calls and other commitments. It is only
during these periods that I am able to
give attention to the matter in hand.

I expected somebody to say that a lot
of my speeches sounded as though that
might be so: but nobody did say that
and for this I express my thanks. All
I require-and other members can speak
for themoselves-is an opportunity to do
my public duty a little more efficiently
than I am able at the moment because of
the pressure of time, and because no assis-
tance is available to help in attending to
the great deal of secretarial work involved.

I would like to say right now that I do
appreciate that the Premier has shown
consideration unprecedented on the part
of Premiers, and has provided a number
of facilities for the members of Parlia-
ment. We all pay tribute to him for that.
I would, however, like him to give some
consideration to this aspect, whether it
be by means of a determination by the
Government, or whether it be by means
of something which can be inquired into
later and upon which a report might sub-
sequently be made to the Government-
something on which it could make a de-
cision.

I do not want to be controversial, but
it is inevitable that in the course of time
the Ministers of the Crown will become
members of the Opposition and will lose
the facilities which are available to them
as Ministers, and to which they are en-
titled.

In making these observations concern-
ing myself, I do not wish it to be con-
strued that I am suggesting the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should be pro-
vided with all sorts of concessions and
assistance and that nobody else should be
provided with these facilities. As I have
said I am speaking for myself entirely;
but perchance quite a number of other
members-if not all of them-could make
out a case from their point of view and
in the light of their experience.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition-
holding as he does a parliamentary posi-tion-inevitably attracts clients in con-
nection with all sorts of matters; he is
faced with innumerable problems which go
beyond the confines of his own electorate.
Because of the additional responsibility
he also attracts extra work. I am quite
sincere in this and I hope the Govern-
ment will give the matter some attention.
It is not a question of wanting to make
things easier, but a question of just not
having sufficient time to give the work
the attention it deserves.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) E5.05 pm.]:
I have drawn the Treasurer's attention
previously to conditions and facilities
available to members, and I had hoped
that the position could have been clarified
by a small amendment to the Parlimen-
tan' Salaries and Allowances Act. I refer
Particularly to the base rate of postage

which Is provided to private members.
Every time there is a change in the post-
age, and the base postage Is raised, private
members suffer.

Formerly this was a Treasury responsi-
bility and the matter would be adjusted
by the Treasurer, and a certain number
of base rate stamps would be issued. I
think this practice should have been main-
tained. Some action should have been
taken in connection with this matter, be-
cause members of Parliament should not
be expected to bear the extra burden.

While the tribunal does not have the
right to determine telephone rentals, and
so on, it seems to think It has the right
to determine this matter of postage. I
cannot see the difference, because both
these matters entail cash payments. When
a determination is made It Is of course
standard for three years. This question
of postage rates should be determined by
an amendment to the Act and members
should not be expected to bear the brunt
of the extra postage involved when there
is a Federal budgetary change In regard
to this matter. I am sure it was never
intended that the Parliamentary Salaries
and Allowances Act should operate in this
manner. It is, however, probably too late
to make any adjustment now.

I am also sorry that the Act has not
been amended to include what I might
call fringe benefits. I have referred the
Treasurer on several occasions to the air
fares provided to members of Parliament
In other States, and every time I have
raised the issue he has said the matter
was being considered by Cabinet. It has
been considered by Cabinet since 1963,
but no action has been taken.

The facility of air fares to members of
Parliament has prevailed in New South
Wales and Queensland for the last 10
Years. Members of Parliament in South
Australia. and even Tasmania-where it
is possible to walk around the place in a
day-are provided with air fares to enable
them to leave Parliament on Friday after-
noon and be home in time for dinner. We
are the largest State with the greatest
distances and yet we are not accorded this
facilty.

If the Treasury does not want to make
the determination it should be done by an
amendment to the Parliamentary Salaries
and Allowances Act. This is a matter of
parliamentary Labor Party policy and
we are very firm on this issue. We would
expect serious consideration to be given to
it by any Government, no matter what its
Political colour.

This matter should not be limited to
party Political considerations. As members
of Parliament-and of course this also ap-
plies to members of the Legislative Coun-
cil-we should be permitted these facili-
ties, which are readily available to
members of Parliament In other States.
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The question of postage which I have
raised does not. of course apply to Minis-
ters, because their letters are generally
dealt with under the departmental vote
and they would not notice the expense;
but when private members collect their
stamps they find they get fewer stamps
for their money. Thbe whole matter needs
to be reviewed basically and we should see
what was Intended when the Act was In-
troduced.

I agree that the authority of the tribunal
should be divorced from Parliament.
There was a great deal of complaint about
this when the matter was dealt with, but
despite the fact that the committee of
Inquiry advertised on numerous occasions
no objections at all were lodged In the
course of the hearing. When a decision
was made, however, a number of com-
plaints were received.

It is too late to make complaints after
a decision has been made. It is like an
employer complaining after an award has
been handed down by the Industrial Com-
mission. The time for complaints to be
made Is when the matter is under con-
sideration by the commission or tribunal.
If certain people feel that members of Par-
liament should not receive the remunera-
tion set down by the tribunal they should
put forward their case when the hearing
takes place or forever hold their peace.

I would therefore ask the Treasurer to
give consideration to the matters I have
raised. I think we have a just case both
in connection with base postage allowance
and air travel facilities. At least one or
two air fares should be made available to
members of Parliament to enable them to
famniliarise themselves with the problems
of the State if they feel that is necessary.
Members are not likely to go flying off to
Kununurra or some other place without
good reason, because hotel and other ex-
penses would have to be met and these,
of course, would be a very real conside-
ration. Members should not, however, be
hindered from informing themselves of the
conditions that exist in the State which
they represent. I trust, therefore, that the
Treasurer will give some consideration to
the points I have raised.

MR. LAPHAMI: (Karrinyup) [5.13 p.mn.]:
I want to speak on an aspect of our road
passenger transport service.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I don't think
the honouirable member can do that here.

Mr. LAPHAM: Under "Miscellaneous
Services" the Treasurer makes provision
for an estimated subsidy of $878,000, for
recoup of losses in relation to the Metro-
politan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust.

The CHAIRMAN: Where is this?
Mr. LAPHAM: Under Miscellaneous

Services. page 47, item 68.
The CHAIRMAN: I think you will have

to wait till we get there.

Mr. LAPHAM: I rise to speak on
Miscellaneous Services.

The CHAIRMAN: Very well.
Mr. LAPHAM: Thank You. Mr Chairman.
I believe the road passenger transport

system has been neglected. As a matter
of fact, this has been the case for many
years. It has grown like Topsy. It is never
a part of a developmental formula, but
simply follows in the wake of a need. The
authorities wait until a substantial need
exists and then a service is provided to try
to cope with It.

This is not a very good arrangement
because people are asked to fend for them-
selves for a start and after having done
so, the public transport system is instituted
and the public generally are asked to dis-
card their own system and use the road
Passenger transport system. This is one
of the reasons for the provision on the
Estimates of a sum of $878,000 for road
Passenger services. The Treasurer will have
to pay that sum of money to keep the
trust afloat.

I am not criticising the Metropolitan
Transport Trust. It has done a fairly
good job. However, I am complaining
about the fact that there has been no
degree of planning in relation to road pas-
senger transport services generally. For
instance, there has been considerable de-
velopment in areas north of the river, for
which we are very grateful. There has
been a population explosion and a great
deal of building activity in those areas.
Authority has gone to no end of trouble
to get those districts organised with the
type of development needed and has estab-
lished the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority and the Town Planning Board
in order to have the suburbs properly
planned.

Consequently we tell the people
who want to build where they can build
and how they can build; the type of homes
they can construct, and so on. Even in
new development areas amenities such as
roads, kerbing, electricity, water, and
sanitary services must be provided. All
those services are planned for, but there
is no planning in relation to road pas-
senger transport services, and in my view
this is where we are falling down. Until
such time as a large number of people are
settled in a new area no passenger trans-
port service is provided for them. We ask
them to fend for themselves and supply
their own type of transport system.

Having done that, we ask them, as their
numbers increase sufficiently for public
transport to be provided, to use the public
transport system. We ask them to dis-
card their own vehicles and utilise the ser-
vice provided by the trust. That is com-
pletely wrong and in many cases they dis-
regard the request and continue to use
their own motor vehicles. Consequently,
they clog the roads. Generally speaking.
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each car contains only one Person. That
is the normal arrangement and, as a con-
sequence, the roads are being clogged with
Private vehicles.

Very few people in the areas north of
the river are satisfied with the public
transport system that is made available to
them because the roads are so clogged that
the buses take too long to get to the city.
I think we should look at this problem to
see whether something can be done about
it. We should try to find out exactly what
is the object of our public transport ser-
vices and do something about the co-ord-
inating of areas and activities. There
should be a co-ordination of people with
their needs in an endeavour to bring to-
gether the scattered elements of the work
force, business interests, social activities,
entertainment activities, and so on.

Without a Properly co-ordinated trans-
Port system the position becomes hopeless.
It is useless for a person to build a nice
home and to have a nice suburb if there
is no public transport system to service
such a suburb. We have to co-ordinate
living with working and the normal day-
to-day activities of our people. Unless this
is done the position becomes hopeless, and
I am afraid we have neglected this vital
aspect in our way of life. It is high time
urgent steps were taken to try to correct
the Present Procedure.

The efficiency of a road transport sys-
tern can only be judged by the way in
which it copes, and I have had, from
People in the Scarborough, Sorrento,
North Beach, and Trigg Island areas, and
elsewhere, repeated complaints about
the inf requency of the service in
their areas. People complain about the
long wait for buses and the time it takes
for a bus to travel over its normal route.
For instance, it takes almost 45 minutes
for a bus to travel from Scarborough to
the city. That is far too long. In my view
25 to 30 minutes would be ample time.

However, owing to the system that op-
erates today, with vehicles clogging the
roads and the idea of having regulated
traffic, with traffic lights at intersections
-they are very good but the traffic tends
to build up at certain points-the trans-
port position is becoming chaotic. If one
is driving one's own car, or relying on
public transport, it takes too long for one
to travel to work, or anywhere else for
that matter. The whole of our transport
system is not being handled efficiently.
People are spending too much time on
the road, very often with the engine of
the car idling and the driver looking at
the vehicle in front of him.

This is particularly noticeable at the
West Perth subway and for People living
north of the river it is almost impossible
to get to the city within a reasonable time
each morning or to return in the evening.
As a matter of fact, the Chairman of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust, Mr.

Thomas, pleaded for action in this re-
gard. He wanted action to unclog the
city's key traffic arteries where buses are
bogging down during peak periods. The
buses just cannot get going and, as a re-
sult, the trust cannot give a service to the
People. Mr. Thomas went on to say that
the M.T.T. was unable to run acceptable
peak hour bus services because of traffic
congestion at the city's entrance and exit
points. He further said there were
delays of up to 15 minutes at the West
Perth subway.

That is quite true and when one is in
a hurry to get to work it is most frustrat-
ing. One has to sit around waiting for the
lights to change, or for the pointsman to
allow the traffic to move, or the vehicle
in front to get out of the way.

Mr. Bateman: You will get there even-
tually if you are patient.

Mr. LAPHAM: It is all very well to be
patient if one is in a hurry and one has
to be at work on time. The boss is not
very patient if his employees get to work
20 minutes late in the morning because
of transport problems.

Mr. Graham: Leave home a little
earlier.

Mr.
earlier
would
earlier

LAPHAM: If everybody left home
to get to work the same problem

arise, only it would be 20 minutes
than it is now.

Mr. Graham: But they would arrive at
work on time.

Mr. LAPHAM: I doubt whether they
would.

Sir David Brand: You try to get them
to leave at different times.

Mr. LAPHAM: Then, of course, we have
to take into consideration the fact that
the normal road passenger transport serv-
ices run only from the city to a particular
suburb. Those living in the suburbs en
route are catered for, but there is a diffi-
culty in that there is no inter-suburban
services. Generally speaking, the public
transport system does not operate inter-
suburban services. For instance, a per-
son could not travel from Scarborough to
Wembley, even though those suburbs are
only a mile apart. If a person wanted to
go from Scarborough to Wembley, he
would have to travel to the city and then
travel on a bus from the city to Wembley.
That is not sensible.

The roads between those two districts
are very good. As a matter of fact, one
important road was recently widened and
rebitumlnised-I refer to Hlarborne Street.
There would be nothing to stop a bus from
travelling along Harborne Street from
Scarborough Beach Road to Wembley. It
could connect with the Wembley bus serv-
ice. Surely we do not have to make every
bus service a through service. Surely we
can have connecting services.
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We must provide an adequate road
transport system so that people can dis-
pense with the use of their motor vehicles.
No-one wants them. They are mast expen-
sive-as a matter of fact, they are the
most expensive Item one can have. They
are taxed to the hilt as a luxury item.
They are taxed in every possible way and
yet we are compelled to have them be-
cause we cannot travel from suburb to
suburb, or even from a suburb to the city
without them in view of the inadequacy
of our public transport system.

In my view this system is overdue for
review. It is just as vital as housing. if
one has a house it is not of much use with-
out a Proper transport system. If one is
living in the wilderness and one does not
have some type of transport service so
that one can travel to work, or to same
form of entertainment, or to such neces-
sary services as hospitals or doctors,
the position becomes most difficult.

I plead with the Premier to stir up the
question of transport. I know the Premier
has an investigator in the person of a Mr.
Nielson looking at the position at the pre-
sent time. I have heard from transport
authorities in the city that this man seems
to be on the ball-to use their own words.
I sincerely hope he is on the ball, because
if he is not the metropolitan area will be
in absolute chaos and within 12 months
we will not be able to move because there
will be so much traffic on the roads. As
I said before, this blockage is caused be-
cause we do not have a properly co-ordin-
ated public transport system.

If we had an efficient transport system
I for one would not use MY motor ve-
hicle, and I know a number of other
People who are in the same position. Re-
cently I had a letter from an individual
who threatened me that if I could not
do something about the transport system
he would have to put his car on the road
to travel to work and help to block the
traffic even more. If he does so it will be
just one more vehicle on the road and, as
a consequence, it will take people that
little bit longer to get to work.

It should take only 25 minutes to travel
by bus from Scarborough to Perth, but at
present it takes 45 minutes. and sometimes
longer. That is not the fault of the M.T.T.,
or the drivers of the buses. They are doing
the best they can. It is the fault of
our road system. Vehicles cannot get
through and, as a consequence, there are
delays,

When we plan our new areas let us also
at the same time plan for the provision
of a passenger transport system to oper-
ate immediately. That planning should
take place in the infancy of the develop-
ment of new areas. As &, matter of fact, I
would suggest that we utilise a different
type of passenger vehicle when the newly
developed areas are being first established.

We could use 12-seater vehicles. If the
Minister for Transport were here I would
suggest to him the question or licensing
12-seater vehicles as taxis and allowing
the trust to control them and charge a
Separate fare, as is done on ant omnibus
at present. Perhaps to some extent these
services could be subsidised to help the
M.T.T. in areas where feeder services may
be necessary.

Without doubt a difficulty exists and I
think this could be one way to overcome
it. It has to be overcome and we have to
give a service to the public. If they do not
get that service they will use their own
motor vehicles and, as a consequence,
further troubles will be created by clutter-
ing our roads. In my opinion, this is a vital
matter-almost as vital as housing.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn) [5.30 p.m.):
If I1 had been asked some 18 months ago
what I thought would be the next Ministry
to be created by any Government in this
State, I would have been the same as
many other members of this Chamber in
thinking that a Ministry of Youth would
be created. Instead, an outsider has come
to the fore in the last 12 months; it has
had a tremendous amount of public sup-
port; and it has now come into being as
the Ministry for preservation of the en-
vironment.

We continue to have to deal with the
subject of youth and to my mind it con-
tinues--

The CHAIRMAN: Under what beading
is the honourable member talking?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am speaking on division
22, items 57 and 143.

The CHAIRMAN: I am very Sorry, but
I will have to take a stand on this point.
Members are getting UP to speak on
division 22 and are relating it to the part.
it is necessary to name the items. If I
enforce this correctly, all items prior to
No. 68 cannot be spoken on. Later on it
'will be possible to raise any query. It seems
to me that this is entirely the wrong way
of approaching discussion on miscellaneous
services. Each member can speak under
that division on the items he names. It
would be quite impossible for me to allow
a member to speak on any item under
the miscellaneous services division unless
we start naming the individual items re-
quired and allocating them in numerical
sequence. I will ask the honourable mem-
ber to hold his speech until division 22
and then he can speak.

Mr. TAYLOR: May I seek your guidance,
Mr. Chairman. 11 want to deal with three
sections governing three different councils
or bodies.

The CHAIRMAN: If they are three
items under miscellaneous services the
honourable member can speak to each one.
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Mr. TAYLOR: I want to relate all three
because I consider they are disproportion-
ately treated. May I continue?

The CHAIRMAN: You cannot continue.
Under division 22 1 will see that members
are protected and have a perfect right
to deal with those items.

Vote: Premier's Department, $350,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances,

generally, $165,000-
Mr. DAVIES: I have only a small query

in connection with this item. I notice
there are to be seven clerks and typists
employed in the Premier's Department
during the year 1970-71. This is an in-
crease of one over last year. Last year the
expenditure was $11,980. This year, the
estimated expenditure for an increase of
one clerk or typist is almost $10,000.

Even though there will be increases in
salaries, service pay, and various small
items, I think the estimate of $21,000, In
round figures, compared with last year's
expenditure of $11,000, also in round
figures, is far greater than we imagine it
should be. In point of fact this one extra
clerk or typist will probably receive a
salary of $8,000 or $9,000. Perhaps when
the Premier replies he could let us know
why there is such a large increase in this
Particular item.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I did not quite hear
what the member for Victoria Park had
to say. Generally speaking, I gather he
requested the reason for the increase in the
vote.

Mr. Davies: I requested the reason for
the increase in the last item which shows
that seven clerks or typists will be em-
ployed at an estimated expenditure of ap-
proximately $21,000 compared with six last
year at an expenditure of approximately
$11,000. How does this anomaly arise?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I do not think I
could give the answer to this question ex-
cept to say that it might be associated with
one person who has long-service leave due.
Alternatively, there might be certain ex-
penditure associated with the office of the
typist.

Mr. Court: Sometimes delays occur in
appointments and this has the effect of
making salaries low in one year.

Sir DAVIE) BRAND: I would like to give
the correct answer, and I do not propose
to guess. I imagine there could be added
expenses in regard to a typist who has
been replaced. These could concern cer-
tain back Pay and matters of this kind.
However, I do not want to guess, and I
would sooner write to the honourable
member and answer him when I have the
Information.

Mr. Davies: It might be worth a query.

Item No. S: Travelling Concessions to
Members of Parliament and Life Pass
Holders, $17,650--

Mr. TOMS: For a long time I have felt
that an anomaly exists in connection with
this item. The vote last year was $21,200.
and the actual expenditure $14,305. The
estimate for this year is $11,650.

Members well know that Ministers of
the Crown are entitled to a pass over the
Commonwealth Railways after three years
as a Minister. I think the Premier is en-
titled to that pass after 12 months In
office. After 12 years In Parliament mem-
bers are entitled to a pass in this State.

I want to draw attention to men who
have served in this Parliament for 20-odd
years and who are not entitled to a pass
to the Eastern States. As I say, Minis-
ters of the Crown are entitled to a pass
after a three-year period and a Speaker
is entitled to it after his second term In
office.

For example, I mention the ox-member
for Collie. Members know how frienaiy
he Is with the former Leader of the oppo-
sition who was once Premier (The Hon.
A. R. 0. Hawke). Mr. Hawke goes to
South Australia periodically but the ex-
member for Collie cannot. He has a pass
to take him on the West Australian Rail-
ways but the majority of members or ex-
members who have cars-and most have-
would not use a gold pass to travel in the
State.

I feel the Premier could give some
thought to extending a life pass to mem-
bers of Parliament after they have served
in Parliament for, say, 15 years or some
other specified period. I do not think It
would cost very much because I do not
believe that members would trip over east
for the fun of It. They would go when
they really wanted to, and for this reason
I feel some concession should be given
to people who have served In Parliament
for a long period of time. Perhaps they
are more entitled to it than someone who
Is elected to Parliament, goes straight Into
the Ministry, and receives the Pass after
three years. Perhaps that person might
not serve Parliament for more than four
years in all. I believe It Is worth looking
into, and I ask the Premier to give some
consideration to the Point I have raised.

Vote Put and passed.
Votes: Treasury, $421,000; Automatic

Data Processing Centre, $111,000-put and
passed.

Vote: Governor's Establishment.
$118,000-

Item No. 5: Maintenance of Government
House, $34200-

Mr. DAVIES: I notice that actual ex-
penditure over the Past Year was more
than double the actual vote. Although the
estimate for this Year is considerably



(ASSEMBLY.]

lower than the amount spent last Year, It
is still up by about 50 per cent. on the
vote for 1969-70.

Can the Premier tell us how It happened
that an additional 314,000. in round figures,
was spent last year on the maintenance of
Government House? We might be able
to put this money to better advantage.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Members have to
recognise that there has been a sharp In-
crease in costs all round. Maintenance ex-
penditure Is certainly very much higher.
Government House Is a very old building
and a great deal of work has had to be
done over the last few years-and last year
in particular-to preserve the building.

I could not give any detail as to how
or why the Increase came about. I expect
that year by year there will be an increas-
ing maintenance bill on a building of this
kind.

Mr. Davies: Could we build a new one
and turn the existing one into a museum?

Sir DAVID BRAND: The member for
Victoria Park has just been talking about
extravagance.

Mr. O'Neil: It would be cheaper to
maintain the old one.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Executive Council, $10; London

Agency, $238,000; Tokyo Agency, $51,000;
Public Service Commissioner, $311,400;
Public Service Arbitration, $16,800; Gov-
ernment Motor Car Service, $140,000
Audit, $364,000; Government Stores,
$700,000; Taxation, $2,065,000; Superan-
nuatiou Board, '$93,000; Governmeut
Printer, $1,450,000-put and passed.

Vote: Miscellaneous Services, 332,468,970
Item No. 41: Drought Relief, $350,000-
Mr. H. D. EVANS: The vote in 1969-7D

was $1,000,000, and the expenditure was
$770,083, leaving a balance unaccounted
for of $229,917. The 1970-71 estimate is
shown as $350,000.

I feel it is appropriate at this time to
raise a query in connection with the effec-
tiveness and the efficacy of the drought
relief programme. If members will recall,
on the 22nd September of this year the
Leader of the Opposition moved a motion
of adjournment so that the plight of the
rural industries could be discussed as a
matter of urgency. In his submission,
my leader drew attention to a report in
The West Australian of the 19th Septem-
ber in which the Government's offer to
make a loan of $450 to individual farmers
in the south coast area was strongly criti-
cised by the Stirling Zone Council of the
Farmers' Union at Boxwood. The opera-
tive piece of criticism was that the sum

was hardly sufficient. As a matter of fact,
I will quote what was said at the meet-
Inig-

It agreed unanimously that the
Government's offer of $450 till after
harvest would do little to alleviate the
problem caused by constant drought.

If members recall, the terms of the loan
were that it would be made available on
a weekly basis through the applicant's
bank to a sum total of $450 which would
be repayable after the harvest.

I supplemented my leader's contribution
to the extent of referring to the comments
made In a radio broadcast on the same
morning-the 22nd September. In the
broadcast the expression by the people in-
volved was revealed in a rather strong and
forceful, if not contemptuous, manner when
the interviewer said the money would
hardly pay the grocery bill. The farmer
with whom he was discussing the matter
replied that the amount would barely pay
for the petrol necessary to collect it.

In view of. firstly, this very strong
criticism, and, secondly, the surplus of
funds to the extent of over $250,000 as
shown in the item before us, I feel It is
not inappropriate to ask for a review of
the drought relief programme as it has
been applied throughout the past year.
Perhaps the Premier would like to com-
ment in that regard.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I have some infor-
mation here which goes into detail. How-
ever, let me say that the $450 which was
made available was purely to enable people
to pay their food bills. Whatever con-
ditions we lay down and whatever amounts
are decided upon to help people, they are
never enough. The Government did not
act without advice In this matter. It
was purely an effort to help a number
of people-and not a great number of
people-who really did not have sufficient
money to buy food. I am sure the Minis-
ter for Agriculture will bear this out.

The other relief which has been given
by the State Government has been in line
with-or even greater than-that given
by other States. This was borne out by
what was said by the Prime Minister and
the Federal Treasurer concerning our
appeal for Commonwealth aid for drought
relief. We made out a strong case but
because In the eyes of the Federal Govern-
ment not a very large amount was in-
volved, it was felt the State Treasury
should be able to meet the expense. The
payments we made were in respect of re-
stocking, water supplies, and the trans-
port costs of the eartage of stock. We
abided by the conditions laid down by the
Federal Government in order that we
might receive the matching money we were
offered.

I must say that we have gone further.
In connection with aid for water supplies
we have carried the total bill ourselves
because we knew we could not expect
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matching money from the Commonwealth.
as that Government said it was a matter
for the States. I am sure that, all in all,
whilst the relief might not have been great
In some respects, the per capita help
which the Western Australian State Gov-
ernment has given is equal to. or even
greater than, that given by any other State
Government in Australia.

Therefore, it is a question of reviewing
the drought relief. At the present time-
Praise the Lard-we are not suffering
drought conditions. I suppose the Min-
ister for Agriculture could give consider-
ation to any points related to the drought,
but 1. think we will find that he and his
department are constantly reviewing the
position in order to provide assistance
wherever possible. I am pleased that the
Federal Government is about to implement
its election promise.

Mr. Tonkin: It has been changed a bit,
you know. It was going to be long term
but now it is to be short term.

Sir DAVID BRAND: The Leader of the
Opposition is wrong. It will be short term
as well as long term.

Mr. Tonkin: The latest announcement
said nothing at all about long term.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I heard in a state-
ment made by the Minister for Primary
Industry that, firstly, it was essential to
deal with the short-term aspect, under
which the Commonwealth will establish
boards of redevelopment-I am not sure
if that Is the correct title-in each State.
That is a timely move and It is the most
direct and positive help that has been
offered.

The State is not in a position to help
in this manner and I am pleased that the
Federal Government proposes to come to
the aid of the rural industries. I hope
the pastoral industry is Included in what
I believe is a most positive plan. The
plan will include provision to deal with
problems which have arisen out of the
drought we suffered last year, and its
associated difficulties.

Item No. 46: Festival of Perth, $10,000-
Mr. DAVIES: Last year the expenditure

on the Festival of Perth was $8,818 over
the estimate. It appears that was a
special amount paid out for some purpose,
because the estimate this year is back to
$10,000. Would the Treasurer tell us how
we came to be involved in the extra expend-
iture? I am not criticising the expenditure.
I believe the authorities concerned deserve
a great deal of praise for the work they
have done and the method by which they
have built up the festival over the years.
I think it has come to be recognised as one
of the best in Australia, despite what the
Premier of South Australia says. This is
one occasion when I do not agree with him.
I think our festival is as good as anything
South Australia can do.

Sir DAVID BRAND: A special non-re-
curring grant of $8,878 was paid in 1969-70
towards the cost of erecting aluminium
poles in St. George's Terrace for the
purpose of hanging flags and banners along
the street.

Mr. DAVIES: Can the Treasurer tell us
whether the poles will be available to any
other body, seeing the Government paid
for them? I notice they are to be used to
promote local products in a forthcoming
campaign. On other occasions I have
heard that Government and semi-Govern-
ment bodies would like to use them. Seeing
the Government paid for the poles, will
they be available to other Government de-
partments or are they purely for the use
of the City of Perth?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I should imagine
that the poles were made in such a man-
ner as to require special fittings to ensure
that they do not blow over. I think
organisations-particularly charitable or-
ganisations-would find it costly to erect
the Poles. Nevertheless, although the Gov-
ernment has paid for them, I think we have
vested the authority in them in the City
of Perth, and any necessary approach
could be made to the Lord Mayor. I would
certainly agree with whatever decision the
Perth City Council made.

Item No. 55: Home of Peace, $130,000-
Mr. HIARMAN: I wonder whether the

Treasurer could Indicate whether this
amount, or part of it, will be applied to-
wards the cost of further wards at the
Home of Peace, Inglewood?

Sir DAVID BRAND: This item of
$130,000 Is for assistance to the Home of
Peace for the construction of new wards
at Inglewood, and the assistance has been
phased over a period of three years. The
grant in the current Estimates provides
for the final instalment to the Home of
Peace.

The Home of Peace commenced con-
struction of two wards at Inglewood In
1969. Each ward will accommodate 70
long-stay patients. The total cost of the
project is now estimated at $784,000, to-
wards which the Government will provide
$500,000. The Government contribution
has been made available by grants of
$220,000 In 1968-69. $150,000 in 1969-70,
and $130,000 in 1970-11. The project will
provide an urgently needed facility and Is
strongly supported by the Medical De-
partment.

Item No. 59: Junior Farmers' Movement
Council, $96,000-

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like to carry on
with the point I started to make a short
time ago. I will briefly repeat what I
said. I would like to see, perhaps under
a separate heading. in the Estimates--
whether under the Premier's Department
or some other department-all the items
associated with expenditure for youth.
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Three items are Involved; namely, items
Nos. 59, 74. and 143. 1 hope, Mr. Chair-
man, you will allow me a little latitude so
that I may refer to them.

The CHAIRMAN: You may merely refer
to them. We are dealing with Item No. 59.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Increase to youth
services in this Budget is quite substantial.
It is something like $80,000 spread over
three bodies. The Junior Farmers' Move-
ment Council is to receive $96,000 as
against $86,000 and the Youth Council of
W.A. Is to receive $250,000 as against
$195,000 last year. The latter increase
is the fulfilment of a promise made by
the Treasurer some time ago.

I wish to question the directions in
which these amounts are expended. As
far as I am concerned any amount of
money that is spent on behalf of youth is
well worth while. I have no quarrel what-
soever with those who work for youth in
any organisation, and any remarks I make
are not aimed at individuals or at those
who support particular bodies.

I feel there is a misdirection in the allo-
cation of funds to the Junior Farmers'
Movement Council and the Youth Council
of W.A. The Junior Farmers' Movement
Council supports the Junior Farmers'
Federation-a most worth-while body. At
this point of time it employs six profes-
sional officers, an administrative officer,
and four office staff, making aL total of I11
people assisting this body. The amount of
$98,000 included in the vote would be
spent completely on administration. That
is, $96,000 for the administration of one
particular body employing something like
11 People. Also, the members of the
federation put In their own funds to run
their clubs.

When one looks at the situation of the
Youth Council, one finds that It Is to be
granted $250,000 as against the $96,000
granted to the Junior F'armners' Movement
Council. and the Youth Council is adminis-
tered by only three people-a. secretary-
treasurer, a research officer, and one
stenographer. In the last report of that
body Its administration costs were shown
as $24,000. To me It seems to be most
disproportionate that $96,000 Is spent on
the administration of an organisation
which caters for something like 1,500 finan-
cIal members, whilst the Youth Council,
which caters for the rest of the youth of
the State, has a paid administrative staff
of only three. In both instances, councils
of voluntary workers guide and assist in
the management and distribution of the
funds.

However, to me it seems to be altogether
the wrong way around. The Junior
Farmers' Federation Is an organisation
which provides help and encouragement to
Youth. I think it Is a victim of changing
circumstances, and I have made this point
In the Chamber before.

If one looks at some of the annual re-
ports one finds that at present the num-
ber of clubs registered with the Junior
Farmers' Federation Is about the same as
those which were registered In 1955, when
the members on this side of the House
were on the Government benches, and
when they set up the Junior Farmers'
Movement Council and placed it on a pro-
fessional basis.

The number of financial members of the
Junior Farmers' clubs has fallen, as has
the number of clubs themselves. Yet each
year the grant continues to rise, and this
year it has been increased from $86,000
to $96,000, or an increase of $10,000. This
is a grant to an organisation, the mem-
bership of which has been falling.

I appreciate the reason for granting an
increase: it is to provide money for re-
search, in the hope that such research
will assist youth in general and not only
the Junior Farmers' Movement. The
anomaly arises every Year when a very
large amount of money-amounting to
$250.000--is allocated to the Youth
Council to be handled by only three full-
time professional workers; but close to
$100,000 is handled by 11 people for a
group comprising about 1,500 members.

Mr. Rushton: Surely it is difficult to
parallel the cases.

Mr. TAYLOR: I believe I can parallel
them. I make the point that this situa-
tion should be completely reversed. If one
looks at the way in which the $250,000
allocated to the Youth Council is to be
spent, one finds the money is to be dis-
tributed to 41 bodies for experimental
work. This money is to be allocated in
amounts of $100 and $200. and is to be
used for the supply of equipment to 81
different bodies.

I do not question this at all, but there
is only a voluntary council with a secre-
tary- treasurer, a research officer, and one
typist to allocate this $250,000 to the
various bodies.

Mr. Rushton: They have advisory bodies.

Mr. TAYLOR: I agree they have, and
these bodies meet once a month. They
also have subcommittees to assist them.
These people allocate money to 81 bodies
for equipment, and to 16 youth camps
throughout the State.

Mr. Rushton: Is that not for a good
purpose?

Mr. TAYLOR: I repeat that this is
an excellent purpose, but the work is done
by a voluntary council with two men and
one woman engaged full-time.

Sir David Brand: This is Just the dis-
tributing centre for the money. Each of
the organisations has it own staff: I refer.
for instance, to the Boy Scouts' group and
the Girl Guides' group.
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Mr. TAYLOR: That Is so, but these
bodies Put forward their requests through
the Youth Council, and that council makes
the allocations.

Sir David Brand: That is why it gets
$250,000.

Mr. TAYLOR: I agree, but I make the
Point that there are professional officers
with the Junior Farmers' Movement Coun-
cil who travel to all the major centres
throughout the State to look after the
affairs of 1,500 members only. They go
to the towns and districts to which funds
have been allocated by the Youth Council.
such as the allocations to the 81 groups
for equipment, and to the 16 camps. The
Youth Council has three full-time of-
ficers and one part-time officer to under-
take this work.

Tt seems that this work could be far
more effectively done if the six full-
time officers of the Junior Farmers'
Movement Council were employed by the
Youth Council, so that when they went
out to the different towns and districts to
look after the affairs of the Junior Farm-
ers' Federation they would also carry out
the work in connection with the Youth
Council.

This State is continuing to undergo a
transformation, and the rural population
is tending to concentrate on what might
be called the semi-urban centres. With
the development of roads and rapid com-
munications the very small centres do not
now exist.

Sir David Brand: H-ave you raised this
matter with the Junior Farmers' Move-
mnent?

Mr. TAYLOR: This was a matter I dis-
cussed with the movement when I was
employed by it. Now, as a member of
Parliament, I take the figures which ap-
pear in the reports.

Mr. Lewis: How many clubs and how
many members did you say there were?

Mr. TAYLOR: There were 69 or 70
country clubs, and between 1,400 and
1,500 country members. It was indicated
in the 1966 annual report that there were
93 senior clubs and 12 school clubs. This
represented a considerable increase over
the figures for 1955 when the Act was
proclaimed. In that year there were 69
senior clubs and one school club.

I am disappointed with the expressions
from memnbers opposite who tend to imply
that I am criticising the work that has
been done by this movement. What I am
looking at is the expenditure of this vast
sum on youth work, and whether the ex-
penditure of about $350,000 per annum
in this direction has been utilised to the
full. I am looking for a greater value to be
derived from the expenditure.

Centres like Albany, Katanning,
Northam, and Icellerberrin are growing and
are becoming semi-urban in character.

Grants are made to organisations such as
church groups, Boy Scouts' groups, and
others in these centres for the provision
of equipment and for the payment to
officers.

It seems wrong that university graduates
who have been trained in Youth work
should be going through these towns to
participate in the activities of single clubs
when they could be spreading their talents
to all the clubs in the towns, for the bene-
fit of -all the youth. So, instead of an
officer trained in youth work going to
Moora, and looking at only the Junior
Farmers' Club there, he should look into all
the groups, including the church groups.
Boy Scouts' groups, and other groups
which are receiving funds from the Youth
Council.

I do not suggest the grant should be
reduced at all; and I do not suggest that
heads should roll or that the functions
of the group should be altered. I make
the suggestion that those who are already
working for the benefit of youth could
be utilised on all youth work in the various
centres of the State, instead of having
their efforts concentrated in one direction.

Mr. Rushton: Are you implying that
the officers of the Junior Farmers' Move-
ment are not working as hard as they
should?

Mr. TAYLOR: The honoursble member
is disappointing.

Mr. Jamieson: He has a disturbed mind.
Mr. Rushton: My mind is not disturbed.

You have implied they should do all the
other work.

Mr. TAYLOR: I credit the officers of the
Junior Farmers Movement Council with
having far more talent and expertise than
they can effectively use on behalf of one
Small group in each centre, no matter bow
hard they may try. They have the talent
to assist more youth groups in rural
centres than they are now permitted to
do.

Now they are directed to small sec-
tional clubs, and their time is utilised
among these small groups. I suggest that
at the same time as they are in the various
centres working for these small groups,
they could also assist and advise other
Youth groups in the area; by that I mean
those other youth clubs in the area which
arc now receiving money, unsupervised,
from the Youth Council.

Mr. Rushton: Can I1 put this point to
You: Are you suggesting that the various
organisations be combined?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not asking that they
be combined. I am suggesting that the
extension officers of the Junior Farmers'
Movement could guide and give advice to
the Youth leaders of other groups.

Mr. Mensaros: The Youth Council does
not guide.
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Mr. TAYLOR: That is one of the reasons
why I am raising the point. Here we find
81 organisations were provided with grants
for eqiuipment last year: in addition
16 camps, 16 youth leader groups, and
41 other groups engaged on experimental
work are being provided with grants.

Mr. Rushton: This money is going to
responsible bodies, and often the money
is allocated through the local authority.

Mr. TAYLOR: I agree, but I say- that
greater value can be made of the services
of the highly skilled and highly trained
officers. Their time could be better utills-
ed to cover the whole area of youth work.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber's time has almost expired. He has
perhaps half a minute left.

Mr. TAYLOR: I think I had better re-
sume my seat, and rise again to speak to
item No. 143.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I am a great ad-
mirer of the Junior Farmers' Movement,
and I join Issue with the member for
Cockburn on some of the remarks he made.
He suggested we should use the services
of the extension officers of the Junior
Farmers' Movement on other youth activi-
ties. This Is a specialised. field, and In
my opinion these officers are doing a re-
markable and successful job. They are
attending to an important youth organi-
sation.

Mr. Taylor: I agree.
Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I do not see any

real link between the activities of the
Junior Farmers' Movement and those of
the Youth Council or of other youth
mcvlements. Mention was made of the Boy
Sccuts' Association. I would point out
that there are also other groups, including
the police boys' clubs, to which the Youth
Council makes grants. However, the
Junior Farmers' Movement specialises in
rural Youth activities and in agricultural
matters.

Mr. Taylor: One-third of its staff is
directed that way, but the other two-thirds
are not.

Mr. L. W. MANNING: The activities
which I have seen being undertaken In
the country areas In relation to what I
described as rural activities have been
very successful.

Mr. Taylor: Is leadership training
directed only to rural activities?

Mr. L. W. MANNING: Leadership train-
Ing must be apparent In every Youth
organisation, because it Is necessary to
bring out the leaders and to give them
encouragement to lead. Therefore, it is
all leadership training in every field of
Youth activity, but In the case of the
Junior Farmers' Movement the activities
are specialised In the clubs. Not only that,

but the clubs serve a very useful purpose
In the community, such as the organlsa-
tion of agricultural seminars.

Mr. Taylor: I am well aware of what
they do.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: I am speaking of
what the honourable member did when he
was a youth organiser, and not what he is
now saying as a member of Parliament. I
believe the money is well spent, and I
would not like to see a link-up between
the Junior Farmers' Movement, which is
very largely self-guided, and the Youth
Council. The Junior Farmers' Movement
Is guided by the junior farmers themselves.
and they have a very important say in
the framing of Its Policies; they also play
a big part in leadership training in the
State-wide movement.

Mr. Tonkin: The member for Cockburn
was not advocating a combination of the
two; he was advocating co-ordination be-
tween them.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: That is the point
at which I join issue with the member for
Cockburn, because the objectives of the
other youth organisations are such that
we cannot successfully demand the officers
of the Junior Farmers' Movement to under-
take other youth work.

Most of the other Youth work is volun-
tary, with the exception of the work con-
nected with the police boys' clubs-and
this work largely embraces sporting activi-
ties. We cannot combine successfully the
two, without providing some sporting ac-
tivities. This point Is of particular Inter-
est to me, and I cannot agree that a
combination can be achieved successfully.
I would not like to disturb the objectives
which the Junior Farmers' Movement pur-
sues. What can be achieved is, undoubt-
edly, a continuous building-up of the
various clubs, This is, of course, one of
primary objectives of the work of the
Junior Farmers' Movement.

Like all clubs and organizations, the
clubs in the Junior Farmers' Movement
tend to wax and wane. Sometimes as a
result of a large number of people in an
area being attracted to a junior farmers'
club it builds up in size and becomes very
successful for a period. For various reasons
the membership might fall away: and
then, subsequently, we might find an up-
surge once more.

I have been associated with the Junior
Farmers' Movement since it was first
formed, and I know what I just said has
been the experience of all the clubs. I
commend the Government for its readi-
ness to expend this large sum of money
on this movement, It has done a remark-
able job in the country, and it Is a very
successful movement. This is evident
when we consider the impact it has had on
individuals who have been associated with
it.
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If the Premider is making some comments
In reply to the points that have been
raised, I would like him to indicate in
what way the additional $10,000 is to be
spent. I imagine the bulk of it will go
towards the payment of salaries of officers.

Sir David Brand: And on the payment
of additional staff.

Mr. I. W. MAkNNING: On the payment
of additional extension officers.
Sitting suspended fronm 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like to com-
ment briefly on some remarks which were
made just before the suspension. I would
preface my remarks by saying that while
I might have taken some umbrage before
the tea suspension, thanks to the kindness
and generosity of the member for Stirling.
I am now inclined to take a more liberal
approach to the subject.

To clear the air I would like to repeat
a couple of points I mentioned. Firstly,
the Junior Farmers' Movement Council
was set up by the then Minister for Edu-
cation, Mr. W. Hegney when the present
Opposition was in Government. I have
never heard anybody from this side of the
House criticise that movement. I hold
the Junior Farmers' Movement Council in
high regard, having spent five years work-
ing with it. I hold the officers in high
regard, and I feel they are dedicated to
their job. I am satisfied with the council
and the work it does. Junior farmers, in
particular, I find are very sincere, logical,
and fair, which is a little more than I
can say about some of the remarks which
were made in the 10 minutes prior to the
tea suspension.

We recently had a Bill before this
Chamber to increase the penalties im-
posed on delinquents. Something like 45
per cent, of the population of this State
is under the age of 21 years. The younger
ones do not get into trouble, but that is
still a fair Percentage of the population. I
am thankful to the Minister for lending
me a copy of the report of the vandal
research committee.

If I have any criticism it Is that there
was not a report from any youth organi-
sation. The committee comprised a magi-
strate, someone from the Child Welfare
Department, someone from the Education
Department, a probation officer, and so
on. However, there was not a representa-
tive from a youth organrisatlon. I do not
know where we would obtain a repre-
sentative trained ins youth work, be-
cause no-one is reviewing the problems of
youth. That Is the point I am trying to
make.

We have six professional people
whose salaries are Paid by the Treasury.
They are all university graduates, and
some receive salaries higher than those

f96)

of members of parliament, They are cap-
able and able people, but they minister
to the needs of 1,600 young people
throughout the state. However, we have
something like 350,000 young people who
do not belongr to youth clubs throughout
the State. and they are being looked after
by another body which does not do any re-
search, either.

We should do the best we can with the
$360,000 which is allocated in three dif-
ferent directions. I do not think we should
take the initiative away from any partic-
ular group but we should obtain the best
value for the money which is spent. Youth
is of State-wide concern. Only last night
we were speaking about the refinery to, be
established at Bunbury and saying that
it will attract some 5,000 people into the
electorate of Wellington, and another
2,000 people into the electorate of Collie.
The rural communities are growing. The
areas of Katanning, Northam, Merredin,
and many others, are becoming semi-
urban.

Mr. Williams: The member for Collie
told us last night that his area was de-
creasing,

Mr. TAYLOR: The small communities
are decreasing, but the larger areas--such
as the area represented by the member
for Bunbury-are increasing. I am not
requesting a decrease in the amount of
money to be made available; I am re-
questing a review of the policy which
directs the funds in certain directions. I
would like to quote a small extract from
Current Affairs Bulletin, vol. 34, No. 2,
of the 8th June, 1964. The topic of delin-
quency is discussed, and one paragraph
reads as follows:-

... the available evidence lends no
real support to the theory that nien-
bership of a club will prevent delin-
quency. Thus Barbara Wootton,
speaking of British studies, says that
"such evidence as we have of a ten-
dency for club members to be less
delinquent than non-members is so
slight as to be insignificant"; and
Hamilton-Smith cites American
studies which have tended to indicate
that the reverse is true.

I do not necessarily accept that statement
but I put it forward as the type of research
which is being undertaken throughout the
world. If the Government is to spend
$360,000 during the next year then I hope
the Premier, and Cabinet, will see that the
money goes in the best direction. Use
should be made of the best officers avail-
able to look af ter the youth in this State.

Item No. 67: Meat and Allied Trades
Federation, $5,000-

Mr. McPHARLIN: This item concerns a
small amount of money but apparently it
is something new because no provision was
made in 1969-70. Could the Premier give
us some details?
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Sir DAVID BRAND: A contribution has
been made for a non-recurring subsidy to
be paid to the federation for the encour-
agement of various organisations sub-
scribing to meat promotion at the Royal
Show. It is not a recurring amount.

Vote put and passed.
Fart 3: Minister for Agriculture-

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [7.39 p.m.]: I want to make
a few brief comments on the agricultural
vote. The year 1969-70 will be remem-
bered in the agricultural sphere because
of the difficulties associated with the
drought. There were economic problems
due to a decreasing market outlet, and
increased costs have had to be faced by
almost every sector of the farming com-
munity. Upon those problems was super-
imposed the drought, which affected most
of the agricultural areas very severely.

I want to give credit to the offiers of
the Department of Agriculture who were
called upon to accept a number of
responsibilities with which they had had
no previous experience. I pay a tribute to
those officers for the work carried out by
them in the giving of advice on drought
conditions. Almost every section of the
agricultural industry suffered some diffi-
culty or setback, and officers from the De-
partment of Agriculture were asked to
advise.

The Premier, when speaking, referred
to the fact that the Problems faced by
the farming community were aggravated
by the fact that we had very little rain
in some of the areas. Because of that lack
of rain there was a great deal of strain
and stress in those areas. The farmers
were fearful that they would have to sell
their stock because of the shortage of
water. Most members who have had any
experience with stock know that it is
comparatively easy to cart feed, but it is
aL much more difficult job, and a very
expensive one, to cart water. The officers
from the Water Supply Department, and
from the Department of Agriculture, did
a stirling job in assessing the require-
ments throughout the various parts of the
State.

Those officers planned the distribution
of water so that no farmer was called
upon to cart water for more than ap-
proximately 20 miles. That was an out-
standing effort, and I again pay tribute
to the people in the various departments
whose efforts helped to alleviate the
difficulties brought about by the necessity
to cart water.

The present season started off badly, but
bhe concluding rains in September and
October have brought about a situation
where the agricultural parts of the State
have had one of the best seasons for
many years. In fact, it will possibly be

one of the best years we have ever
experienced. Even though we are faced
with difficulties associated with wheat
quotas, I predict that we will have close
to a record grain harvest in Western Aus-
tralia. That is quite an achievement fol-
lowing one of the worst seasons we have
ever experienced.

Another point I would like to make is
the importance of diversification: and, in
various parts of the State, a great deal
of interest has been shown in the im-
portance of growing other types of cereals.
or in introducing other methods to im-
prove the lot of the farmer. Although
linseed has been grown for a number of
years it could now become a major crop.
Rape and safflower have also been grown
in far greater quantities in different dis-
tricts of the state.

The sunflower is known as a common
garden flower but it can also contribute
to the oil market.

Lupins and peas have been grown in
small quantities. Peas have been grown
over large areas in some parts of the State
but the market has been a fluctuating
one. Mention has been made of the pea
requirements for our own domestic
market, and peas are also of value as fod-
der for stock. Research is being carried out
by our officers at research stations and it is
helping farmers to diversify as far as their
income and interests are concerned.

I want to make reference to the meat
situation. We are experiencing a regret-
table situation in Western Australia at the
moment. in that this season we have had
the worst strike ever on our hands, and
we are faced with continuing problems
associated with the slaughtering and
marketing of lambs. Many of the farmers
are in desperate straits. Perhaps it is
fortunate that we have had a good season
and farmers have been able to hold their
lambs. Last year it would have been a
tragedy; but it has been tragic enough
this year. When a sucker lamb is ready
it must be sold, slaughtered, put Into cool
stores, and prepared ready for shipment.
I trust that we will not in our lifetime
have a repetition of this situation, wherein
an irresponsible act by a group of people
has caused the farming community to lose
considerable sums of money.

Mr. Jamieson- I do not go along with
all that they are doing, but I think a top-
level inquiry into the whole set-up of the
abattoirs is long overdue. The existing
set-up is sending the Country Party fel-
lows right down the drain, with the money
that is being spent on maintenance, and
so on, at contract rates.

Mr. NALPER: I have made the point-
and it is well made-that at a time when
the farming community is facing difficul-
ties, another difficulty has been thrown
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into the ring. In my view, the action
taken, and the time at which it was taken,
were ill-advised, and I do not think the
People responsible are getting very much
sympathy from the vast majority of the
Public in this State.

Mr. Jamieson: You cannot expect much
more from a D.L.P. secretary.

Mr. NALDER: I make these points be-
cause 1 think it is important that some
regard should be had to the circumstances
through which the State is passing at
this time.

Vote: Agriculture, $8,628,00I0-
Item No. 4: Research Stations-Abydos,

Avondale, Bad gin garra, Bramley, Chap-
man, Denmark, Esperance, Fitzroy, Gas-
Coyne, Herdsman& Lake, Kimberley, Kunu-
nurra, Manjimup, Medina, Merredin, Mt.
Barker, Newdegate, Nort ham, Ord River,
Salmon Gums, Stoneville, Swan, Wiluna,
Wokalup, Wongan Hills, $1,025,000-

Mr. McPHARILIN: As regards research
stations-of which there are 25 in the
list, spread from Kununurra to Esperance
-there is a continuing vote in the vicin-
ity of $1,000,000 each year, and this year
the vote is just over $1,000,000. These
research stations are no doubt intensify-
ing their programmes to endeavour to
work out better methods to apply to agri-
cultural industries. I would like the
Minister to give us some information on
the expansion of these research stations,
and the tasks they are undertaking at
present.

Mr. NALDER: The expenditure as far
as research stations are concerned has
risen from $978,048 last year to $1,025,000
this year. The new beef research station
at Northam is now reaching a stage in its
development when it can establish beef
cattle. The Government purchased addi-
tional land some years ago for use in con-
junction with the activities of the Muresk
Agricultural College. This was intended
for the purpose of undertaking more re-
search into the breeds and types of cattle
that can be used in the agricultural areas.
It is intended to increase the research
work into cattle, including the cross-
breeding of some beef strains with dairy
cattle, in order to ascertain the value of
these crosses to the beef industry.

There is a continued increase in develop-
ment in research stations and greater re-
turns are expected from dairying, pigs,
and beef In the south-west, from fruit at
the horticultural stations, from pig dis-
posal at the Medina centre, and from the
poultry research station, as well as normal
returns from the stations in the wheat
and sheep areas. Greater recoups are
expected from the Commonwealth, and
these include increased finance for the
brucellosis campaign and $30,000 for the
building of a quarantine glass house.

In the main, research work is in pro-
gress on the development of new strains
of wheat, oats, and barley. Western Aus-
tralia has a good record in this regard.
Great interest is being shown in the
Medina pig research station, and the in-
crease in expenditure at this station is
mainly due to wages and fodder: but in-
creased revenue will offset this expendi-
ture. Many difficulties have been ex-
perienced at the Medina pig research sta-
tion. as this is the first station of its type
in Western Australia, but a very active
programme is under way and we hope to
obtain some valuable Information for
farmers from it.

Since the Government decided to rebuild
most of the buildings at the Denmark re-
search station, there has been a redoubling
of interest, and the field days at Denmark
indicate the value of the work that has
been done there.

Additional expenditure is being incurred
at the Fitzroy research station, where the
fencing off of areas and the controlling of
the movement of stock in the pastoral
areas have been advocated. A great deal of
interest has been shown in the controlling
of the movement of stock, which will help
to strengthen the position in the pastoral
areas.

Item No. 7: Research and Control-
Fruit Fly, $86,0 00-

Mr. JAMIESON: I am sure the Minister
would not want me to let item No. 7 pass
without saying a few words. It is a pity
that, although $79,000 was allocated for
this item last Year, a lesser amount was
actually spent. I think this Indicates that
the greatest possible zeal is not being exer-
cised on the part of the department. Some
of the Minister's own officers are com-
plaining about the situation. They want
to be given more power; they want to go
ahead with a better programme, but they
are not permitted to do so.

We must attack this problem, which is
getting out of control. In all the time I
have been at Cloverdale, I have never had
so many fruit fies around my place as I
have now. It is possible to collect jars
full of them each day. I do not know
what attracts them. Other than a few
lemon trees, there is no fruit around, as
far as it can see. We are paying very
dearly for a spraying programme in ordez
to endeavour to control them.

Mr. Nalder: What do you mean by
",paying very dearly"?

Mr. JAMIESON: We pay dearly by com-
parison with the people in the City of
Perth, the people in the Kalamunda Shire.
and others who do not pay to have this
spraying done.

Mr. Rushton: What rate would a
normal home attract?
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Mr. JAMNhSON: It depends on the
number of trees. It is about $1.50 for one
tree and 75c for the next tree, and the
amount per tree decreases the more trees
one has. I have not got the scale with me.
but I think I am booked for about seven or
eight trees, Including a couple of small
vines.

We are getting nowhere with this prob-
len. The few local authorities that have
baiting schemes are spending as much on
them as the department Is spending for
the whole of the rest of the State. It is
unreasonable that these people should
bear this double load without getting any
results. One Sunday last year I was at
Bickley Valley, and I Pulled up at a road-
side stall where an Italian fellow was sel-
ling peaches and plums. I asked him,
"How do you get on with fruit fly?" He
said, "It cost me a, fortune, Mister, to keep
It out."

When disease concerns wheat or pigs,
endeavours are made to wipe It out quickly,
even to the extent of killing off herds
of animals. We should also attack the
fruit-fly problem, even if we have to
bring in legislation to compel the spraying
of the whole of the fruit crop in the
metropolitan area for five years.

To quote an Instance, In the grounds of
the junior primary school at Kewdale there
Is a very large old mulberry tree. When
I went to have a look at it, the mulberries
were alive with fruit fly. This is at a
Government establishment. I do not know
how the problem will be overcome unless
we are all prepared to put our shoulders
to the wheel, in areas that have been
resumed by D.C.A., where previously there
were old places where people had fig trees,
some of the trees are still standing in a
distant corner of the airport, and when
they bear fruit there are only fruit fles
to eat the tfruit. They propagate and go
their merry way.

This problem should be attacked the
way it is being attacked In South Australia,
where, when there is an outbreak in a
district, the Inspectors come along like
ghosts in the night and take everything-
tomatoes, the buds from rose bushes:
everything they can get. Surely it Is far
easier in the long run to make an attack
on the problem. The Argentine ant was
our only saviour in this regard, but we
have destroyed the Argentine ant. I think
I -would rather have the fruit fly than the
Argentine ant.

At least, at that time, when the cycle
of the fruit fly had to be continued 'by Its
having to enter the ground to develop Into
the pupa stage the Argentine ant seized
on it and that was the end of the fruit
fly. Therefore, whilst we had the Argen-
tine ant it kept the fruit fly under
control, but now we have the Argentine
ant under control we cannot keep the
fruit fly under control.

In answering a question I put to him
on one occasion, the Minister said that
the difference between the Argentine ant
and the fruit fly is that the ant does not
fly. That is a very logical answer, I must
admit, but I do not think it will achieve
the objective of ultimately getting rid of
fruit fly. Eventually we will have to take
action as a Parliament to ensure that we
get rid of It.

In Singapore and in other places over-
seas our grape exports are viewed with
a great deal of trepidation because It is
feared that the fruit fly may be brought
into those countries. You will appreciate,
Mr. Chairman, that the Johannesburg
grape Is one that attracts the fruit fly
more than any other variety of grape.
Possibly it is because It Is a late variety
and some of the other variety of fruits
are starting to taper off at a time when
the fruit fly Is looking for a parent host.

In my early days when I was engaged
in cleaning grapes and packing them for
export, fruit-fly maggot tracks were
often seen through the grapes. We
had the great problem of boiling all the
affected fruit to get rid of the fruit fly.
The fruit-fly situation is not Improving,
and until we reach the stage where we
are prepared to deal with It with rigid
legislation we will not get very far.

Many people have planted flowering
peach, plum, and other fruit trees in their
gardens but have received a great shock
when they have been presented with a
bill for the fruit-fly baiting scheme which
operates In the district. I had a letter
from a friend last year who thought it
would be nice to put 30 flowering peach
trees down the side of his property. He
nearly had a fit when he saw the bill that
was presented to him to keep the peach
trees free of fruit fly.

We have a problem with the flowering
peach tree which is situated in the corner
of the Parliament House grounds. Care
has to be taken to see that every piece
of fruit is picked off the tree. Year after
year I see fruit fronm that tree which
has fallen to the ground. We had a simi-
lar problem with the cumquat tree some
time ago, but that does not present many
difficulties now because I eat most of the
fruit from that tree when it becomes ripe.

Mr. Nalder: There are a few on the tree
now.

Mr. JAMIESON: It would appear that
some children have picked some fruit off
the tree but, not having iked the fruit,
they have rejected it. That particular
tree Is In a protected area and Is fairly
free of fruit fly. The fruit fly usually
gravitates from bush to bush, and unless
someone brings fruit fly in with them the
tree is not likely to be affected. In such
situations fruit trees are usually under
control and one spraying would eliminate
any fruit fly on the tree. However, this
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would not be the position in an outside
garden when the fruit fly would move
from some of these old properties in West
Perth. Many of these are old colonial
types of homes, and the first thing the
owners did when they came to this State
was to plant a fig tree or mulberry tree.

I would like to recount a story about
rmy colleague, the member for Pilbara. For
Years I had intended to visit his place to
obtain same mulberries when they -were
ripe. Last year I made the visit and obtain-
ed a billy-full of mulberries. After bring-
ing them home we ate a few with some
Icecreamn and then put the mulberries in
the refrigerator. Shortly afterwards my
wife called me into the kitchen to see
fruit fly from the mulberries crawling all
over the top of the refrigerator. The
member for Pilbara was not aware that
the mulberry tree was Infested with fruit
fly, but he soon took steps to get rid of
It.

Mr. Lewis: You want to get your straw-
berries from Wanneroo next time.

Mr. JAMIESON: I do not know whether
they attack strawberries, but for some
reason or other they like mulberries,' and
in most of these old colonial homes there
is, situated in the backyard, a mulberry
tree which acts as an excellent host for
fruit fly. Therefore I hope that in the
future we will be able to look forward to
some action being taken along the lines
I have outlined.

Mr. L. W. MANNING: In case Parlia-
ment gains the impression that the situa-
tion regarding fruit fly as outlined by the
member for Belmont is the same right
throughout the length and breadth of the
State, I wish to say here and now that
the fruit-fly halting schemes that operate
in the country areas that I represent have
been very effective. In fact, it is some
years since I saw any fruit fly In those
parts.

Mr. Jamieson: Unfortunately you do not
have on the other side of the road the
'Perth City Council. which does not control
fruit fly.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: This could well
be the answer and does suggest that if
this is the position in the metropolitan
area, there needs to be a tightening up
of the activities. This would be emphasised
in those areas where the local authority
does care about the problem, and where
a great deal has been achieved to eliminate
fruit fly. In fact, I would like to think
that in the fruit-growing areas of West-
ern Australia the growers of fruit are
gradually acquiring a good name because
the fruit that they produce is free of
fruit fly.

At this point of time, following on the
comments made by the member for Bel-
mont, I should like to commend the Minis-
ter and the officers of his department on

what has been achieved. In the Harvey
district in particular in bygone years
fruit fly was a real problem, but I have
had a number of fruit trees in my garden,
and in those times when it would be
expected that fruit fly would be prevalent,
the trees have been completely free of
fruit fly. This has been the position for
many years. and has been brought about
by the very effective spraying scheme
which is undertaken by the local shire.

Mr. Jamieson: Is it a spraying or a bait-
ing scheme?

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: It is a spraying
scheme,

Mr. Janmeson: There is a big difference;
mast of them are baiting schemes.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Trees are regu-
larly sprayed by a shire officer and the
results have been most effective. It is a
well conducted scheme and, as far as I
can see in most of the fruit-growing areas
in the south-west today, very little fruit
fly is evident. In fact, my opinion would
be that a large proportion of the south-
west of the State would be free of fruit
fly. I repeat, that I take this opportunity
to offer my thanks and commendation to
the Minister and the officers of his de-
partment for what has been done.

Mr. NORTON: I support the member
for Belmont in what he has said in respect
of fruit fly. Stone fruit cannot be sent
to certain parts of the state unless it is
fumigated. That is how those areas are
kept free of infestation. A considerable
levy is made by the Carnarvon Shire for
the purpose of keeping trees free of fruit
fly. That rate is included in the shire
rates so that the fruitfly baiting scheme
can be carried out. No matter what pre-
cautions are taken to eliminate fruit fly,
as long as fruit that is infested with fruit
fly continues to come from metropolitan
markets the situation will not be con-
trolled.

Last year was one of the worst years in
history for infested fruit. It is very hard
to detect Infested fruit in a greengrocer's
shop, especially when the fruit is of a
dark red colour; and last year the red
peaches were heavily Infested with fruit
fly. I recommend to the Minister that
all stone fruit should, to prevent infesta-
tion being carried to other areas of the
State, be fumigated before it is put on
the metropolitan market.

Mr. NALDER: I appreciate the interest
that has been taken by various members
in the fruit-fly problem. I know the mnem-
ber for Belmont is just as keen as I am to
get rid of fruit fly. His method of getting
rid of it as a member of the Opposition
is little different from the Governent's.
It has a responsibility In the matter of
trying to get rid of fruit fly.

Mr. Norton: it was eliminated in South
Australia.
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Mr. NALDER: Western Australia can-
not be compared with South Australia. In
that State there was fruit fly on only one
occasion and the authorities got to work
and got rid of It. We have had fruit fly
for years, unfortunately, It was a ques-
tion that I took up in 1959, when I be-
came Minister, with a view to getting rid
of It. I carried out experiments on my
own trees, and I was happy to be invited
by the horticultural society to give a talk
to Its members last night. That society
accepted the responsibility of carrying out
experiments to eliminate the fruit fly,
and Its work was very effective. Also In
most other country areas the situation has
been effectively controlled.

Mr. Harman: It Is compulsory In coun-
try areas.

Mr. NALDER: It Is compulsory In the
country areas only if people accept the
responsibility of taking steps to eliminate
the fruit fly. It Is all right to make ex-
pressions such as those that have been
made In the Chamber this evening, but It
would be just impossible for the Govern-
ment to embark on an eradication pro-
gramme and to educate the public to
eliminate fruit fly without receiving gen-
eral support.

The member for Belmont has criticised
the existing situation. If we have people
who are continually criticising and not
doing anything about the problem It will
not be solved. We have to be positive In
what we do. If those In control of a
district in the metropolitan area agree to
take steps to eliminate the fruit fly, they
should receive every support so that effec-
tive control may be obtained.

A very successful programme has been
carried out In the Applecross area. Several
people in the Applecross, Brentwood, and
Mt. Pleasant areas have expressed their
appreciation of the work that is being
done to combat fruit fly In those parts.

Mr. Norton: Do the adjoining suburbs
support the steps that are taken?

Mr. NALDER: That Is the position.
Until the local people are prepared to
work to help control and solve the prob-
lem I do not see how the elimination of
fruit fly can be successfully carried out.
If I had the wherewithal today I would
take steps tomorrow with all the assist-
ance I could muster to get rid of fruit fly.
However, It is not practical to do it this
way. Until someone comes forward with
a practical solution we have to continue
to operate in a piecemeal fashion as we
have done in the past to gain some advan-
tage from what has already been done.

As soon as we are able to tackle this
on a front In the metropolitan area 1 amn
sure we will have the support of every
member of this House. But It Is not prac-
tical to do so at the moment.

The member for Belmont referred to
trees growing on land taken over by the
Government. I will have this matter fol-
lowed up quickly to ensure that It is not
encouraging the breeding of flies. It would
appear that nobody seems to be respon-
sible in these areas.

I have received a deputation from vari-
ous local authorities suggesting that the
Government run the whole show, but It
just would not work. Sufficient money
would not be available; because if the
Treasurer knew how much money would
be required he would not be able to sleep
at night.

Mr. Jamieson: If the same Impost was
put on everybody he would have enough
money.

Mr. NALDER: Where would we get the
staff to carry out this work? As soon as
we are in a position to tackle this question
in the metropolitan area on the basis that
It has been tackled in the country towns,
where it has been successful, the Govern-
ment will make every effort to control and
eradicate fruit fly If this is at all possible.

Item No. 10: Assistance fo Agriculture,
$108,500-

Mr. MePHARLIN: I wish to refer to the
conservation of water. The Government
has spent a great deal of money on
carting water and drilling for water
dluring the drought period. Money has
also been allocated to the farm key dam
scheme.

I wish to mention the research being
done into the covering of damns. As mem-
bers will appreciate, the evaporation that
takes place in the wheatbelt areas in the
hot dry summers Is very high Indeed; as
much as seven feet of water is often re-
moved from a dam by evaporation. In
same cases the evaporation extends to as
much as nine and even 10 feet of water
from dams in a two-year period.

In some areas it is not possible to get
a great depth of clay and in most cases
the depth is not more than 10 feet. It is
difficult to sink a dam deeper than 10
feet because of the clay. On the other
hand, if there is a greater surface area
with a greater quantity of water there is
naturally greater evaporation.

Mr. Jamieson: What about the use of
alcohol?

Mr. MePHARLIN: Alcohol was tried a
few Years ago but was not very successful.
A film of alcohol is run over the water but
when there is a high wind it drifts to one
side and uncovers the majority of the sur-
face.

Other experiments have been carried out
with plastic sheeting. While this has been
effective, it is not the complete answer,
because a plastic sheet must be fixed
over the surface of the dam, and when the
dam is pumped out the sheet is lowered
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and the pegs or blocks which are holding
it down must be continually shifted. Again,
if there is a sudden downfall of rain the
water will probably lodge on top of the
sheet and the weight would sink the sheet
into the water in the damn. It is possible
for a high wind and a downpour of rain
to remove the sheet and deposit it against
a neighbour's fence.

Mr. O'NeiI: Apart from that, it works.
Mr. MePHARLIN: That is so. These

experiments sound all right in theory but
they are not the Practical answer to the
problem. I suggest to the Minister that a
great deal more research be done into this
vital problem, because when a darn is pro-
perly covered evaporation could be cut to
a negligible figure. A less costly darn
would, I suppose, give the same quantity
of water as a larger and more expensive
darn which is not covered to prevent
evaporation.

In years gone by the method of cover-
Iug dams was to use posts, or rails, or
brush, but this method had a limited life
and it was difficult to clean the dams be-
cause of the silt and mud that collected
at the bottom.

In these days of scientific and tech-
nological advancement, surely it is possible
for the experts to devise somec method of
covering a darn which would be economical.
Surely they could devise a material which
is durable and which should last many
years, thus cutting down the cost of sink-
ing a darn and eliminating the need for it
to be so large. This would also remove the
tremendous expense should there be a re-
currence of the drastic drought we ex-
perienced last year. I would like the Minis-
ter's comment on this question and ask
whether it might be possible for further re-
search to be carried out on the coverage
of dams.

Mr. GAYFER:. I agree with the member
for Mt. Marshall. I was one of those who
was involved with the Department of
Agriculture in the exercise of covering
damns with polythene sheeting. I was not
very happy with the success of the experi-
ment. As explained by the honourable
member, the sheeting must be particularly
light and, of course, there is always the
danger of birds walking across and pecking
holes in it. When a high wind strikes
these holes the sheeting of course is torn
further or blown about.

Seeing that the use of alcohol was not
a great success, it was suggested that per-
haps minute balls of foam or plastic be
placed on the surface of the dams so that
they would be touching each other. This
might sound expensive when we consider
covering a dam 90 feet by 90 feet. it costs
about $350 to buy the necessary plastic
sheeting. The plastic balls while floating
on the surface would not be disturbed by
the action of the wind, and I think this
possibility could be investigated.

If we could prevent evaporation we
would save a tremendous amount of water
in the country areas. The conservation
of water is not looked at with the degree
of sincerity it should be. We have gone
away from trying to conserve and preserve
our water supplies; we treat conservation
as we do evaporation: as though it were
just a natural phenomenon. The Idea of
using plastic or foam balls should be con-
sidered very seriously and more research
should be carried out in this direction.

Mr. NALDER: The department has car-
ried out a number of experiments into
the question of evaporation, and during
1969-70 experiments were conducted with
black Polythene and white vinyl, together
with hessian, Some readings were ob-
tained but it was difficult to ascertain the
percentage of evaporation that was saved
by the use of this type of covering. The
white material seemed to give better re-
sults than the black for some reason or
other.

Mr. Jamieson: Black draws the heat.

Mr. NALDER: Experiments have also
been carried out In an endeavour to keep
the materials used off the water and the
results of these experiments will be made
available as soon as the Information
comes to hand.

Steps have also been taken to ascertan
the cheapest and most effective method to
match water In sandy areas in which the
water normally disappears as soon as the
rain hits the ground. The experiments
will be continued In this type of country
with bitumen, fuel oil, and compacted clay.
Anything we can do to conserve water
where it falls will of course be done and
further research will be carried out in this
field.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Co-ordinator of Agricultural In-

dustries, $97,000-put and passed.

Part 4: Minister for industrial Develop-
ment and the North-West-

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn) [8.29 p.m.]:
I would like to raise three matters, two of
which are associated, with the request that
the Minister might perhaps comment on
them and give us any information he has.
The first of these Is one which I raised
when debating the alumina refinery legis-
lation yesterday evening. It related to
residents living adjacent to the nickel re-
finery at Kwlnana.

I mentioned at the time that the Gov-
erment of the day had recently acquired
some 12 properties from residents who
claimed they were affected by Industry in
the area, and I asked that efforts be made
to make a similar sum of $100,000 avail-
able In the next financial year. I under-
stand the amount involved was roughly
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$100,000, and that a similar amount will be
made available from the 1st July of nest
year.

As I said last night, there are some
41 applications with the department. They
are from people who would like to sell
their houses and leave the area. While
I am not able to say how many applica-
tions are Justifiable; bow many residents
are recent arrivals: how many of them
have been there for a long time; or how
many have had their names with the de-
partment for a considerable period, none-
theless 41 people have applied. All of
them must wait until the 1st July, next
Year. and then perhaps only 10 or 12 of
them will be accommodated.

I think perhaps this calls for a little
more comment than was made last night
by the Minister. I appreciate the Minis-
ter's comment that he would do something
wherever possible, but I would like the
position of these people to be reviewed
so that they can be given some idea of
when they are likely to be assisted. I
would like to know whether they will have
to wait until the 1st July, next year, be-
fore they are told what is likely to happen:
or can the information be made available
earlier?

The second point I wish to refer to con-
cerns the Western Australian trade gap.
This and the third point I wish to raise,
namely, work for women, concern the
Kwinana area In particular but I should
like to deal firstly with our trade gap as
a general topic. Fromn time to time this
matter has been commented on In the
Press-that is, our adverse annual trade
balance with the Eastern States. This
matter has been one of concern for a
number of years-even before this Govern-
menit came into office. However, having
had 10 years of development one would
have expected the gap to be narrowed,
but it is just as wide now as it ever was
in the past.

Western Australia earns considerable
export earnings from Its metals and, until
recently, its agricultural products. How-
ever, the State does import a tremendous
quantity of consumer goods from the East-
ern States and this gives us a very sub-
stantial adverse trade gap.

Mr. Lapharn: Especially in the clothing
field.

Mr. TAYLOR: I agree. The last time
this matter was aired it was suggested
that in the last six months of 1969, West-
ern Australia's interstate imports were five
times as great as its exports. It appears
to me that while we are able to export
minerals extensively and we have a de-
veloping metal fabrication industry, a de-
veloping construction industry, and we are
developing in certain areas of the con-
sumer sector, nonetheless we are falling
behind in other areas in which we should
in fact be expanding.

You, Mr. Chairman, will recall making-
this very point earlier this session when
you spoke of the considerable amount of
money spent in importing processed foods
from the Eastern States. My only dis-
appointment was that you did not per-
severe longer and carry on to other pro-
ducts.

Just a moment ago the member for
Karrinyup interjected and referred to the
clothing trade. This tends to exemplify
what has happened in this State. We did
have a clothing industry. It was not in
a big way, but a few years ago we did
have a successful industry in this State,
Now it is almost non-existent. Figures
in regard to the clothing trade show that
while this State exported some $333,000
worth in 1969 it had to import something
like $23,000,000 worth.

The other area mentioned was food pro-
cessing, and here again we should have
another look at the problem, because surely
we in this State have the potential to
take on this type of manufacture. Those
members who toured the north would have
seen-had they taken the opportunity to
look at some of the stores in those towns
where mining development was taking
place-shelves and shelves of groceries, all
of which were imported from the Eastern
States. I would have been surprised to
find any Western Australian manufactured
foods in those stores. F'rom what I could
see almost all the lines were imported
from the Eastern States.

So while we may have gained tremend-
ously in the mining industries, and
especially in some industries which service
those mining industries, it appears that
we are continuing to fall behind when it
comes to another important sector of in-
dustry. Unfortunately it is that sector
which provides intensive employment-I
refer to the manufacturing and processing
industries.

Professor Eowen of the University of
Western Australia had a comment to make
an our particular situation. He said that
while Western Australia is expanding at
twice the national average, the actual size
gap is growing between Perth and, say,
Sydney and Melbourne. He went on to say
that it is true that we are supporting the
industrial growth of those cities.

This is nothing new and I am not lay-
ing the fault for it at the door of the
Minister. As I said when I started to
speak on this subject, this has been the
case for a long time. However, one
wonders why, after 10 years, there is no
sign of a turn. One wonders whether in
the future we can expect some of these
industries to be established. I know the
present Leader of the Opposition, as a
Minister of the then Government, went
overseas to try to attract these very in-
dustries to Western Australia-clothing,,
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footwear, cosmetics, electrical manufac-
turing, and so on. The present Minister
has been overseas and on his return has
told the Press that he hopes to bring
certain new industries and new techniques
to this State from overseas. His trip to
Italy some two years ago was the last
of these. However, up to this stage, we
have not seen any sign of anything having
eventuated in this regard.

It would be disappointing if we in this
State were to continue to amass a very
large export earning for the Common-
wealth and have it dissipated by having
to import from the growing metropolises
on the eastern seaboard.

That brings me to the third point I
wanted to make-work for women in the
Rockingham -Kwinana area. There is a
big and growing work force in the district,
but there is very little work there for
women, as I have said in this Chamber on
a number of occasions. I am led to believe
that something like 140-odd women in that
area register for employment in any one
month.

Mr. Williams: Are they married or
single?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know the break-
down in that regard. However, that is the
number of women who register. As ap-
Proximately one-third of the work force
are married women, probably the same
ratio would apply in that instance. It
has also been Put to me, and fairly
authoratively, that the actual number of
women applying for work would be three
times greater If work were available for
them. This would make the figure some-
thing like 450 to 500. Certainly when jobs
are advertised large numbers of women
apply, and there is a considerable variety
of skills among these women.

One example which comes to mind con-
cerns a small clothing manufacturer in
the Subiaco area. He advertised for
machinists and some dozen applied for the
.iob from the Kwinana-Rockingham area.
Three of those women were eventually
selected and they did, in fact, make the
trip from Ewinana or Rockingham to
Subiaco daily. However, all three of them
had resigned from their positions after six
months because of the long distance to
travel. Presumably they are still looking
for work in the Rockinghazn-Kwinana dis-
trict.

Coming back to my earlier point, I realise
that we in this State have always been
in the same position. We have always
tended to be a State that exported overseas
and we have always tended to assist the
Eastern States with their growth by im-
porting from them. I believe a former
Premier (The Hon. A. R. G. Hawke) once
said to the then Victorian Premier that
Western Australia supported several Mel-
bourne suburbs. Nonetheless, after 12
years, I think this trade imbalance is

worth a comment from the Minister as to
what hope we have in regard to attracting
a food processing industry and others so
that we can supply at least part of our
own requirements and take advantage of
the growth in the north.

I would like to know, too, whether any
progress has been made about further de-
veloping the clothing manufacturing in-
dustry and whether there is any sugges-
tion of other light industries being estab-
lished. Also, we heard that an automotive
industry was likely to come here. That
was rumoured when I first became a mem-
ber of this Chamber and I would like to
know whether any progress has been made
in that regard, and also whether any pro-
gress has been made in the electrical
manufacturing and other types of indust-
ries which will employ women in large
numbers and add considerably to our in-
ternal earnings and cut down on our
imports.

MR. WILLIAMS (flunbury) [8.40 p.m.]:
I do not intend to detain the House for
long, but I would ask the Minister for
Industrial Development, when he replies
to the member for Cockburn. and any other
member who wishes to speak, whether he
has any information with regard to
regional planning throughout the State.
This, of course, leads to regional develop-
ment and the Minister and other members
in the Chamber know of my interest In
this subject.

The Minister was in Canada earlier this
year, or late last year, to have a look at the
system that operates in Ontario. I would
like him to tell the House, if he would, his
impressions of what he saw of regional
development In Ontario and whether he
believes It could be operated here on the
same basis. I am interested to know be-
cause included in the Estimates is an
amount of $65,000 for Asbburton-Pilbara
regional planning.

Could the Minister tell the House exactly
what this money is to be used for and what
type of planning is envisaged for that
area? I would Presume at this stage that
the area as a region has been defined.
Has the Minister's department, at this
point, any intention of having other Gov-
ernment departments operating within the
same area, or some other defined regions?

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) 18.42 p.m.1: Deal-
ing specifically with the points raised by
the member for Cockburn. may I say
that I1 am endeavouring to see whether
we can arrange a little more money to
help some of the residents in the area
to which he referred? I think he under-
stands very clearly that there is a limit
to the rate at which we can clear these
residents and, acting on local advice, we
have endeavoured to deal with the
emergent cases in some sort of rough
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priority. I would not say we have always
been right, but we have to rely on the
advice we get. If somebody Is aged, or
is suffering from ill-health, or there is
some other reason for it, he is treated as
an emergent case.

I think most of those concerned have
been reasonably satisfied with the price
they have received. I have an officer who
shows a very compassionate approach to
this sort of thing. I finalised one case
only this morning, the honourable member
will be pleased to know, and we are en-
deavouring to see whether we can obtain
additional funds so that we can expedite
their removal.

However. I do find that as fast as we
get rid of the 10 most urgent cases another
20 take their place. The message gets
around because there is nothing confi-
dential about this matter. Nevertheless,
we understand their plight and we do not
stand on ceremony and say that they
cannot move until a certain date. We have
to face up to the realities of the situation
and I believe the member for Cockburn,
and the member for Dale have been very
practical in their approach and quite un-
derstanding of the predicament in which
the Government is placed. I think they
know we have done our best and I am
trying to get a little more money this
financial year to see whether we can take
care of a few more cases. I can assure
the honourable member that we will not
wait until the 1st July, next year. before
we do something about it. In view of the
inevitable time that the red tape machine
takes, I think we can expect that we will
start to move almost immediately to
negotiate wvith some people so that as soon
as the 1st July nears they can be paid
out.

Mr. Taylor: That is satisfactory and
very much appreciated.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
also raised a point which is of national
significance-that is, the question of our
trade balance with the Eastern States. I
think before we discuss it in more detail
we have to realise that the base upon
which we work in this State is much
greater than it was a few years ago. It
is quite surprising that in Western Aus-
tralia we establish approximately one new
factory-I admit that some of them are
very tiny, and probably there are only
the employer and two or three workers-
for every working day in the year.

Mr. Taylor: It was 200 one year. 200
the next, and 234 the year after.

Mr. COURT: We anticipate that during
this decade we will have an average of
over 300 a year. Of course, these people
are all making a contribution to a host of
different services and requirements of the
community. Consequently the actual vol-
ume of local output is going up at a fan-

tastic rate, but the overall development
that is taking place is such that we are
not making a great impact in respect of
the balance of trade with the Eastern
States.

Recently, I had occasion to join issue
with Sir Alan Westerman, the head of the
Department of Trade and Industry, a
commonwealth Government department.
who is about to become the head of In.DC
for the Commonwealth. He camne to West-
ern Australia and accused us of being
"Fortress Western Australia." He accused
us of endeavouring to attract too many
industries to Western Australia when, in
his opinion, there should be greater
centralisation of production in Eastern
Australia where the greater Population is.

If one is a theorist one can accept
this, but we do not happen to be theorists.
We are very practical and keep reminding
our colleagues in the Eastern States that
our state represents one-third of the
continent. In the last 12 months there
has been, perhaps for the first time, a
greater realisation in Canberra that Aus-
tralia is a two-ocean country. This is re-
flected in defence thinking and I believe
it will be reflected in economic thinking,
because the two go together.

I was distressed when Sir Alan Wester-
man, in his talk to aL group of business-
men, which was widely publicised in West-
ern Australia and in the Eastern States,
accused us of being "Fortress Western
Australia." In some respects, of course, he
was on fairly firm ground when talking
about some of the more sophisticated in-
dustries in the chemical field, although
even in this field I do not agree com-
pletely. 11

We are, for instance, negotiating for a
major caustic/chlorine industry.

Mr Taylor: At Kwinana?
Mr. COURT: I hope so. This is of

tremendous importance to us, but it is
terribly complex, because we want the
caustic but we do not want the chlorine.
Before we can Process this we have to
have a sophisticated petro-chemical in-
dustry which can process chlorine into
chlorinated hydrocarbons or titanium
tetrachloride which can be transported
abroad, because chlorine cannot be econ-
omically transported in its original state.

Mr. Taylor: Is this not an industry
which could employ women?

Mr. COURT: If it starts off on the right
basis-and certainly this is the aim of
our discussions-the industry will be able
to employ more women. It is my convic-
tion that most of these industries start
in a traditional way and never stop to
think about how they could employ more
women. In a caustic/chlorine industry
and, particularly in a petro-chemical in-
dustry, I can never accept that there is
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not a greater scope for the employment
of women. Of course industries plead
safety factors and hosts of other things.
However, in my experience, women can
do the job better than men.

Of course some are highly skilled jobs
which call for academic and technical
degrees. However, in the main there is
a greater scope in these industries for the
employment of women and I believe that
if they plan to absorb women, Provide the
necessary amenities, and plan hours and
the like on the basis of absorbing women,
these types of industries will offer very
desirable employment for women.

There is not the Physical strain in
these industries that there is in some
others. For example, one could not expect
women to work the blast furnaces at
B.H.P. However, a modern chemical in-
dustry is highly automated and very much
in the hands of electronic devices. I be-
lieve it should be achieved with more
imagination in the initial planning. The
industries should get away from the
European, Japanese, and North American
type of complex.

If this Is done, perhaps the wishes of
the member for Cockburn and the member
for Dale will be achieved and more women
will be absorbed into very desirable em-
ployment near their residences. Be as-
sured that the Government wants to do
this.

When It comes to the promotion of
clothing, food, and other products, which
seem so obvious on the surface, we fight
our greatest battles. It Is because of this
that we are concentrating a disproportion-
ate amount of our effort on Italy. Four
Italian businessmen are In Perth at the
moment as the guests of the Western Aus-
tralian aovernment, the Western Austra-
lian Chamber of Manufacturers, and the
Italian Chamber of Commerce.

AS I Say, four very fine Industrialists are
here at the moment and an economic
journalist will arrive tomorrow. The Idea
is to enable the four businessmen to re-
turn to Italy after they have seen the
State, our ways, and the prospects we
offer in all branches of food, clothing.
metal working, timber working, and many
other industries.

We hope we will be able to make coni-
tacts in Italy with people in the small and
medium range business fields as a result of
this mission. We hope that the four men
will be able to advise people In Italy on
the way of life in Western Australia. I
might add that one man will himself est-
ablish in Western Australia. This is a
dividend we did not expect, but he has
been so impressed with this State.

We want these people to go back to
Italy so that they will be a contact point
for us, and also so that they May talk
to their compatriots about Western Aus-
tralia. Consequently, I believe we will

eventually tap a new source. Of all the
other places we have seen in Europe, In-
cluding Britain, we have never found a
place with the same potential.

Of course there Is a tendency in Italy to
follow the pattern of all European in-
dustry; that is, to go big. We have great
companies like E.N.T. and I.R.A.. These
types of organisations are huge by any
standards and the little man Is Inclined
to feel pushed out. We are trying to
attract not only some of the people to
boost the work force, but also same people
skilled In food processing, clothing manu-
facture, metal making, and other in-
dustries of these types of which they are
superb.

Mr. Taylor: Is it possible to persuade
people in the Eastern States-such as food
manufacturers--to open up in Western
Australia rather than attract people from
overseas?

Mr. COURT: We are having no success
with the Eastern States at the moment.
There is one potential manufacturer
only; namely, a jam maker from the
Eastern States. Apart from that, no other
Eastern States manufacturer shows any
great Interest. Firms like Anthony
Squires and Fletcher Jones are absolutely
obsessed with volume. I must agree that
12,500,000 people In Australia Is a mere
drop In the ocean ccompared with the
market in. say, Britain, France, Japan,
and elsewhere. These are the facts of
life of which they keep reminding me.

We try to reverse It and say, "Why not
manufacture in Western Australia and sell
in South-East Asia and In the Eastern
States? We have more affluence now and
a bigger community than we once had."
However, to date we have met with little
success.

Just the same, we are exploring ways
and means of trying to attract Eastern
States Industry to Western Australia with-
out making the vote for promotion too
high. This type of thing is expensive.

I want to point to one ray of Progress
which will be of interest to the member
for Cockburn and the member for Dale.
We are anxious to try and get one of the
clothing firms to go to Ewinana or Rock-
ingham. We have tried to tell the company
that it will get a better work force if it
takes the industry to that area.

Mr. Taylor: If It goes to Rockingham
there will be trouble.

Mr. Rushton: The member for Cock-
burn cannot have it all.

Mr. COURT: A pavillion at the Royal
Showgrounds is owned by the Department
of Industrial Development and has been
there for some years. It was buit during
the time of the Hawke Government. This
Year we devoted It to clothing and mem-
bers who went to the pavilion would have
been rather amazed. Had they walked
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into the Paris Airport, the London Airport,
or one of the other International airports
they would have taken such a display for
granted. However, the fact is that every-
thing members saw was made in Western
Australia and that included some of the
chunky jewellery.

I think it was a tremendous
credit to the people who exhibited. Over
175,000 people went through and it was
Interesting to note that one of the exhibi-
tors, who has made only for her own
boutique in the past, has had so many
inquiries as a result of the exhibit that she
will set up a factory of her own to supply
other users.

Everyone of the exhibitors has, as a re-
suit of the exhibit, reported full order
books, to the point that they are commit-
ted Into the new year. I am sure it must
have amazed Western Australians to know
that everything they saw was made in
Western Australia, whether It was millin-
ery, footwear, shirts, or dresses. We also
made sure that the models were from
Western Australia, unlike the models at
the Wool Pavilion who were brought from
other parts of the world. I think it re-
flected tremendous credit on the exhibitors,
and they have given Western Australia
and, of course, the W.A. made symbol a
further boost.

Before I pass from the points raised by
the member for Cockburn, I would just
like to hark back to the question of what
we are buying from the Eastern States.
This year we will buy $700,000,000 worth
of manufactured goods from the Eastern
States. We will not sell back one-third
or, in fact, one-Quarter of that amount.
This is very distressing when one looks at
it because of the amount of income we are
generating for the nation.

At the moment we have no immediate
prospect of a motor industry being estab-
lished in Western Australia. In some ways
we should Perhaps be thankful. The
moment there is a recession the motor
industry catches it in the neck and is the
first to put off employees. However we
hope we can eventually get a breakthrough,
particularly in the motor body field for
assembly in Western Australia to cater for
the South-East Asian and African markets.
I have to be quite frank. At the moment
there is no immediate prospect of a major
motor industry being established here.

The fact is we are producing locally a
tremendous quantity of goods--much
more than most people realise. The dem-
and which has been brought about by dev-
elopment and the projects in the north is
so great that local manufacturers are not
showing interest in exporting overseas or
interstate. They have full order books and
this makes for complacency, We do all
that we can because we realise that one
day Indonesia will be a profitable, strong,
near neighbour and we have to keep work-
ing on It.

In defence of what we buy from the
Eastern States, I must say that we should
bear in mind that we keep 500,000 Eastern-
Staters in a living. This includes men.
Women and children. It is incredible that
500,000 people in the Eastern States are
dependent upon Western Australians for a
living. We are rather proud of this, but
it is a fact that we need what the Eastern
States has to offer.

We literally lifted South Australia out
of a recession at one stage by using its
spare capacity in the engineering indus-
try for the projects in the north. We were
glad of this, because we would not have
been able to keep up had it not been for
the orders which South Australia took to
supplement local production. These were
fed through the Icalgoorlie-Meekatharra
road system into some of the projects.

I have mentioned that as the other side
of the coin, because it is not all a dis-
advantage. It also has another advantage.
If there was a slight setback In Western
Australia, naturally orders which are being
undertaken by engineering firms In the
Eastern States would be chopped off first.
This would have the effect of retarding the
Impact on our own work force.

Mr- Jamieson: Some other industries
find they can sell quite well in the Eastern
States but they cannot get In on the local
market.

Mr. COURT: That is true. One foot-
wear manufacturer sells '70 per cent, of
his product in the Eastern States because
People in Melbourne will pay more and will
not argue so much.

Mr. Jamnieson: Burley leather goods finds
the same thing.

Mr. COURT: At this stage I might just
refer to Boans, which Is celebrating its
75th anniversary. It is a great old firm.
Most of us are old enough to remember
Harry Boan and his merchandise in the
street. Most of us have seen the transition
of this firm to a great modern store. It is
celebrating its 75th anniversary and in
March next year it will spend about
$100,000 on a promotion scheme for local
products. The firm will give us something
like 400 windows in the whole of their
shopping complexes in Perth and the sub-
urbs. We have bad a real blitz on this
and a man is working full time co-operat-
Ing with the store to make sure that we
can get enough people interested to
exhibit

I think we should realise that this grand
old Western Australian firm is using a
very substantial part of its 75th annivers-
ary promotion budget for Western Aums-
tralian goods.

The member for Bunbury referred to
the vote that appears for regional develop-
ment studies in the Pilbara. This had to
go into the vote for the Department of
Industrial Development, although it Is
essentially a matter for the north-west.
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This is the first big effort-indeed it Is a
truly scientific approach towards regional
development. The main study is being
done by the firm of Maunsell.

We had to employ this firm because we
simply do not have trained people in suf-
ficient numbers. We have plenty who, I
believe, are superb by anyone's standards,
but we do not have enough of them. We
had to supplement their efforts by bring-
ing in the firm of Maunsell. We have en-
gaged the company on a rather unusual
basis. It is working very much under the
supervision of our regional development
machinery, in this case under the Chair-
man of the North-West Planning and Co-
ordinating Authority, Mr. John Parker.

The firm is trying to develop for us part
of a plan for Pilbara with the objective of
250,000 people by 1985. This will include
advice as to the orientation of higher edu-
cation, better medical establishments, the
integration of the rail systems, and the
location of the new towns which will be
created in the inland, where we will have
a number of towns of 7,000. 9,000. 10,000,
and 15,000 people. We will finish up with
two main complexes, one at Port Hedland
with about 50,000 people, and the other
at the Da-mpier-Karratha-Wickham-Point
Samson-Cape Lambert-Roebourne compldex.
with well over 100,000 people by 1980.

Those figures might seem rather fanci-
ful, but the honourable member will
realise that six years ago there were only
4.000 people in that total area; but the
rate of growth, the consequential growth,
and the multipliers are only just starting
to work and it was considered a matter
of great urgency to get the firm to under-
take this study in conjunction with our
own people. The firm is not making the
study independently of our people, it is
doing it together with the people we have.

Time does not permit me to give a
detailed explanation to the Committee of
what we plan in regard to this regional
concept. However, I believe it will be
quite the best regional scheme ever
attempted in Australia. it will include
comparatively few people when measured
against the great wealth it will generate
because it is based on 90.000,000 tons of
exports by 1977 rising to 200,000.000 tons
by 1985. We cannot achieve that second
figure unless we have a regional scheme
with integration of deposits. As members
know, we are still having problems with
one or two people who do not like our
approach and who believe we are inter-
fering too much in the natural courses of
things.

We believe we cannot reach the figure
of 200,000,000 tons and maintain it for
200 years unless we have this regional
concept in planning and a proper integra-
tion of water, power, schools, hospitals.
and the like. We are very advanced in
that programme. The only reason why

we cannot announce the matter in detail-
and I know one or two people are im-
patient for such an announcement-is that
there has to be a general degree of accord
amongst the people who will accept the
greatest financial burden, because the pro-
gramme will cost over $2,000,000,000,
and that type of money does not grow on
trees. The programme does not only in-
clude large exports, but also a major steel
programme for Western Australia. It will
be a large complex indeed, and well before
1980, we will be producing maybe 4,000,000
to 5,000,000 tons of steel a year.

However, we must also have regard for
the fact that Queensland and New South
Wales are tied in with this. We have to
be realists, because those States have the
coking coal and we have the ore. Some-
where along the line we have to bring the
two together. I hope that the nonsense
which was publicised a few months ago
is now a thing of the past. There is no
problem at all between the State Govern-
ments of Queensland, New South Wales,
and Western Australia. We must all be
in it together and when we talk about
regional development in the Pilbara, we
are virtually talking about a scheme which
projects itself into the other three States
on the basis of steel exports rising to
$7,000,000,000 a year by 1985. This has
to be measured against the total of all
Australian exports at the moment of
just over $4,000,000,000. This cannot be
done only In our State. I know the mem-
ber for Bunbury is more concerned about
the south-west.

Mr. Williams: I am interested in
regional development, full-stop.

Mr. COURT: I have to say that it was
desirable for us to use this area as our
test case, as it were, because it was crying
out for regional development. The de-
velopment was being carried out at such a
rate that we could not allow it to con-
tinue in an uncontrolled, unintegrated
way.

However, we have learnt a lot and we
will step up our work in all the other
regions. We have already stepped up the
work in the south-west region. The co-
ordinator of development is working
closely with me on this and we have a
series of townsite development committees.
Members will have seen evidence of those
committees at Bunbury and at Pinjarra,
and they are now going to extend their
activities to the regional concept of the
whole area stretching right down the coast
past Bunbury. At the same time, we are
making a study of the existing local com-
mittees.

I know that three years ago I fore-
shadowed that we would step up regional
development, and we have; but I did not
realise how much opposition we would run
into with regard to the prima. donnas in
various places--some people think they
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have certain pre-emnpted rights. They
are men who have done a tremendous
job in their own local communities over
the years, but they find it hard to accept
that some other organisation will take
over from them on a much bigger basis.

However, I think we are getting our
nose in front and I can assure the mem-
ber for Bunbury that we will step up
what we have already done, which is,
I believe, already effective.

Votes: industrial Development, $1,113,000;
North West, $192,000 put and passed.

Part 5: Minister for Education and
Native Welfare-

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for Edu-
cation) (9.06 p.m.]: In presenting ray very
emasculated introduction of the Estimates
covering the departments under my con-
trol, I feel somewhat like the artist who
took his harp to the party and nobody
wanted him to play. Nevertheless, I hope
the Committee will bear with me while
I place on record a few of the more salient
points. I will deal firstly with education.

Once again, enrolments have increased
substantially, the February, 1970. figure of
175,105 being aver 6.000 more than the
previous year. it is anticipated that
schools will open in 1971 with an enrolment
of nearly 152,000.

The need for higher educational qualifi-
cations to satisfy an ever-improving em-
ployment situation over the past decade
has prompted parents to keep more child-
ren at school beyond the level of compul-
sory attendance. In 1960, fourth and
fifth-year enrolments totalled 2,518. Last
year, these enrolments had increased by
157 per cent. to 6,472. Despite the very
heavy pressures resulting from increased
enrolments, it has been possible once again
to reduce classes. In 1959. 29.6 per cent.
of the primary classes were over 40. At
the opening of schools last February, this
percentage had been reduced to 24.2 per
cent. In 1969. 3.2 per cent, of secondary
classes were over 40, and only 2 .8 per
cent. this year.

To achieve this reduction in class sizes
and also to cope with the additional en-
rolments, the number of full-time teachers
employed by the department has had to be
substantially increased. Over the past five
years these have increased from 5.698 to
7.220. This trend has necessitated a con-
siderable increase in the intake of the
teachers' colleges and this year 1,278
students comnmenced training.

A feature of the pattern of teacher edu-
cation in recent years, has been the in-
creasing number of students taking courses
of three years or more. In 197D. approxi-
miately 42 per cent. of the intake of
trainee teachers commenced courses in-
valving three or more years of training for

secondary teaching and another 32 per
cent. began a three-year course of train-
ing for Primary teaching,

The year 1971 will see the last intake of
teacher trainees for a two-year course.
From 1972, all teachers will receive a
minimum of three years of tertiary educa-
tion.

A special course to train commercial
teachers for secondary schools commenced
at the secondary teachers' college last Sep-
tember. This year special courses have
also been instituted In music-leading to
the Diploma of Music Teaching-manual
arts, and speech and oral English.

I suppose the most Important single de-
velopment In education this year is the
adoption of the Achievement Certificate
by nearly all Government and Independ-
ent secondary schools, The Hoard of
Secondary Education was appointed In
January, 1970, as an autonomous body re-
sponsible for the establishment of a valid
and reliable system of certification of
secondary school studies, based on school
assessments.

Major changes in teaching methods now
focus on the concept of the school being
a unit of complementary learning spaces,
rather than a linear pattern of repeated
rooms. Current cluster-designed schools
feature quiet areas and trapezoidal desks
which enable work involving small groups
rather than the whole class. A specially
sound-proofed acoustic withdrawal area
equipped with audio-visual aids such as
film strips, slides, tape recorders, and pro-
jectors provides a hub for school activities.
Teachers are encouraged to use this new
environment to the full, experimenting
with team teaching, cross-grading, and
cross-setting.

Recent developments In the field of re-
medial education have included the es-
tablishment of remedial centres at the
South Fremantle and Balcatta. high
schools, bringing the number of high
school remedial centres to five, and the
organ isation of itinerant remedial groups,
at Armadale and Bunbury in 1969, and
at Albany and Kalgoorlie in 1970, thereby
extending the opportunity of attending re-
medial classes to pupils In areas where
such facilities had not previously existed.

Considerable Progress has been made In
the last Year In the education of physically
handicapped children. At the Sir James
Mitchell Spastic Centre. two boys sat for
the Leaving and Matriculation exarnina.-
tions.

In 1969, 11 students--remedlal pupils-
attended normal classes in their district
high schools, with three students sitting
for the Junior Certificate, and another
three for the Leaving and Matriculation
examinations. At the Mosman Park
School for Deaf Children, a start was
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made on three Achievement Certificate
classes and, in June, a new library at the
school was opened.

Education, like other professional disci-
pinies, is In a state of constant change.
Teachers whose preservice training may
have been completed some years ago, could
easily find themselves unaware of the new
development if some positive steps to up-
date their knowledge were not taken.

In-service education keeps both the met-
ropolitan and country teachers informed
of new developments in curriculum and
method, and assists teachers who are
moving into promotional positions.

The advent of the Achievement Certifi-
cate has made it necessary to arrange
many courses at all teaching levels in the
secondary education division, and the de-
velopment of the new cluster-type prim-
ary schools has resulted in Intensive In-
service courses In the primary division.

One very interesting facet of the de-
partment's activities Is the nature advisory
service. This branch produces two or three
very fine publications each year, entitled
"Nature Walkabout." It also sponsors the
Gould League, a State-wide Organisation
which aims to develop an awareness of
the value of, and need for, conservation
from both scientific and aesthetic points
of view. Each year the W.A. Gould League
conducts two weekend camps at the Point
Peron Education Department camp. These
camps are for second-year high school
children from both Government and non-
Government schools.

Seventy-two children are admitted to
each camp. On the average, an unpaid
volunteer staff of 12 adults attends. The
aim of the camps is to provide the students
with an integrated educational programme
of field work plus classroom work. Emn-
phasis is on the ecology of the area and
the adaptation of the plants and animals
to the environment.

The need for conservation is stressed
and students are able to see the results of
over-use of an area. This is related to a
total conservation concept. An important
development in agricultural education
during the last year was the appointment
by the Government of the Advisory Com-
mnittee on agricultural education under the
chairmanship of Professor W. 8. Stern.
During the year, this committee has been
conducting a full investigation into agri-
cultural education at all levels.

in regard to the Youth Council Of W.A.,
$250,000 has been allocated to the Youth
Council for the current financial year-
an increase of $55,000 over last year. As
the council has become better known, de-
mnands for advice, assistance attendances.
and office services from youth organisa-
tions have expanded considerably, neces-
sitating the appointment of a director and
other supplementary staff.

The council is seeking ways of reaching
a larger number of young people and is
currently assisting four State-wide asso-
ciations, local groups, local government
authorities, and sporting bodies to under-
take trial activities not previously under-
taken by them. It has also been engaged
in bringing together leaders of youth clubs
in an attempt to obtain a greater degree
of co-ordination and to avoid an over-
lapping of effort and money.

One of the more important functions of
the Youth Council is the encouragement
of leader training and substantial assis-
tance has been given to youth organisa-
tions for this purpose. At present, con-
sideration is being given to introducing
more effective training for those people
desirous of adopting youth leadership as
a career.

In regard to native welfare, today the
primary transitional housing progyrmme
on reserves has reached completion, with
a total of 438 houses spread throughout
the State. There were no standard tran-
sitional homes on town lots in the country
towns 10 years ago, but the total now is
232. This programme has also levelled
off in favour of conventional houses.

The conventional housing programme
has taken a very comforting upswing dur-
ing the last two or three years and the
combined finances of the Commonwealth
and State Governments has provided a
total of more than 220 homes for Abori-
ginal families, mostly in the metropolitan
area. The demand for such housing is
gaining momentum as training and educa-
tion produce more young applicants for
homes and jobs in the city.

This financial year. It is expected that
more than $2,000,000 will be spent on hous-
Ing for Aborigines. Because of the greatly
accelerated programme of conventional
housing, it has been necessary to provide
home training for Aboriginal families who
have had very little or no experience of
normal suburban life.

A home-maker service has therefore been
inaugurated which employs part-time
socially developed Aboriginal women as
home makers. Their function is to visit
the homes of Aboriginal families who have
been provided with conventional houses ini
suburban and town site locations to assist
them where necessary to adjust to the de-
mands and pressures of life in the wider
community.

In 1960, Only 3,500 Aboriginal children
were attending school while today the
figure is over 6,400. Secondary school en-
rolments alone represent 1,000 of this
number and these are continually growing.
In addition, 82 Aborigines are receiving
tertiary education, three are trainees at
the Kindergarten Teachers' College. and
one is enrolled at the University of West-
emn Australia.
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I think it worthy of mention that cur-
rently there are 1,197 Aboriginal children
throughout the State attending special
after-school homework classes, which are
supervised by trained teachers. These
classes are being established wherever
sufficient students and a teacher are avail-
able.

The classes conducted by the adult
native education section of the Education
Department were attended by 3,136 people
in 1970 at 64 centres, and the community
liaison section of the Native Welfare De-
partment now conducts group programmes
with Its own films and materials on re-
serves and settlements. The Native Wel-
fare Department's programme is designed
to raise motivational levels and to stimu-
late overall community development gen-
erally. Group discussions are conducted
by a community liaison officer who is
himself a part-Aboriginal.

The attempt to Involve Aborigines more
and more in their own welfare and future
development is crystallised with the formna-
tion of six regional consultative commit-
tees comprised of delegates chosen by
Aboriginal communities which meet every
four months with officers of the depart-
ment. These committees have been oper-
ating since 1967 and there Is now in exist-
ence an Aborigines Advisory Council which
meets In Perth three times a year to con-
sult with and advise the Minister for
Native Welfare on matters of policy con-
cerning their own welfare. 'This council
Is an extension of the consultative comn-
mittees and it comprises six Aboriginal
delegates, and six departmental officers.

Mr. Davies: Did that committee make
recommendations in regard to the Roe-
bourne settlement?

Mr. LEWIS: It has not up to date, but
probably It will.

MR. BURT (Murchison-Eyre) [9.19
p.m.): I take this opportunity to bring to
the notice of the Government and the
Education Department the shortcomings
which parents of children who require
secondary education throughout most of
the remote areas of Western Australia
face. I refer particularly to the Murchi-
son-Eyre electorate where there are no
secondary schools. The children are
catered for by primary schools established
in the various towns, and by the School
of the Air, which looks after the require-
mrents of the children who live away from
the towns.

For children who reach secondary school
age there is no way in which they can
be educated in the district. They cannot
receive secondary education unless they
board away from home and travel, in
many cases, hundreds of miles to a
town 'where a secondary school is estab-
lished. Of course, it costs a large sum of
money to send a child away to school.

During most of the years that I have
represented the Murchison-Eyre electorate
certain sections of the population-I refer
in the main to the pastoralists--were able
to send their children to boarding schools
In Perth or Geraldton, or even to nearby
towns where the children were boarded
with relatives and other people.

Now the situation is such that very few
of the people In the electorate who live
out of the towns can afford to send their
children away. We know the desperate
plight in which the pastoralists find them-
selves today. This has resulted from the
tremendous drop In wool prices. A few
years ago these people could afford to
send their children away for their edu-
cation, because they were able to earn a
considerable amount of money from wool
production; but they paid their fair share
of taxes. Now they are In dire straits.

A number of pastoralists are unable to
raise more money; and a number of stock
firms and banks which formerly financed
the pastoralists In the period before they
received the cheques for their wool clips
are not now advancing any money to
them, particularly money required for the
education of their children.

So, the present situation is affecting
nearly everybody in the Murchison. Unless
the parents can afford to send their
children to board in a town which has
a high school, the children do not go
beyond the primary stage of education.
I am aware that a boarding allowance
has been provided, and it has proved to
be of great assistance; but this allowance
pays for little more than the fares of the
children travelling to and from school
during the holiday period.

For some months the Pastoralists and
Graziers' Association has been preparing
a case to take to the Minister. It will ask
for mare assistance from the Government
so that the children may receive the same
educational advantages as the children
residing in the more popula ted areas.
That is only fair. If people are forced to
live many miles from where secondary
education is provided they should be
compensated for the difference in cost
entailed in sending their children away
to school, and the cost that is borne by
parents of children residing in the metro-
politan area.

I know the Minister bas agreed to meet
the representatives of this organisation,
but what the outcome will be I can only
hazard a, guess. I take this opportunity to
ask the Minister to give every cons idera-
tion to what these people are seeking.
This will affect not only the people who
live away from towns, but also those
living in towns where there are only
primary schools.

The enrolment in the Meekatharra
School has been increasing. and next year
it will have about 220 pupils; yet it is only
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a primary school, The enrolment has
been increasing steadily in the past few
Years. Now the news has come out that
the Holy Rosary Convent School at Meeka-
tharra is to be closed at the end of 1970
through lack of teaching staff. This school
has been In existence since 1911. It still
has 27 pupils, but the order cannot obtain
teachers. I understand it has approached
other Roman Catholic orders but it has
found these other orders to be in a similar
Predicament.

So, another school In the Murchison is
to be closed, and the 27 pupils are to be
transferred to the Government school.
This will bring the enrolment of the Gloy-
ernment school up to 224 children, 34 of
whom are post-primary students.

I would ask the Minister to give very
urgent consideration to appointing an
extra teacher at Meekatharra to take over,
solely, the teaching of the post-primary
pupils. This Is a job which has been under-
taken by a number of the headmasters at
that school on a part-time basis. I should
Point out that many of the schools In the
Murchison are primary senoois witn some
secondary students whose parents cannot
afford to send them away to receive
secondary education. I trust the Govern-
ment is aware of the Predicament in
which families in some of these areas are
placed.

These are the areas which do not
attract people from other parts of the
State. Therefore it Is all the more reason
why those living there should be encour-
aged to remain. once children go beyond
the primary school stage, and there is no
facility for secondary education,' the
parents are inclined to track to the coast
or to the metropolitan area; thus the
system of decentralisation Is defeated.

of course, this problem would be partly
solved if hostels could be provided. For a
long time I have been endeavouring to
support the many hundreds of people Who
have advocated the establishment of a
school hostel at Meckatharra and another
at Kalgoorlie. Due to the upsurge In min-
ing activities the situation in Kalgoorlic
has been transformed. Instead of a ques-
tionable 30 or 40 pupils listed as desiring
accommodation at the hostel If one were
established at Kalgoorhie. wue number is
estimated to rise to 116 in the next five
years.

I do not think that a survey has been
conducted in the Meekatharra. district,
but I can assure the Minister that in view
of the number of children who have had
to leave boarding schools for economic
reasons the next best thing to3 do would
be to establish a hostel at Meekatliarra to
cater for the children living within a wide
radius. At present there is no hostel at
either Meekatharra or Kalgoorlie.

I know of one family living at Laverton
which has sent the children to Geraldton,
aver 500 miles away, to receive education.
The only other centre to which the child-
ren could be sent is Merredin.

There is one aspect which I must raise
in this connection which seems to frus-
trate the parents of the children I am re-
ferring to;, that is, the establishment of a
hostel for Aboriginal boys and a hostel
for Aboriginal girls in Kalgoorlie out of
Commonwealth funds. I understand that
similar hostels are to be built at Meeka-
tharra. It is not much consolation to
parents to know that because their child-
ren are born white there is no hostel ac.-
commodation available to them; whereas,
because of the policy of the Common -
wealth Government, the Minister con-
cerned is able to establish hostels for
Aboriginal children.

I am not saying anything against the
education of Aboriginal children: in fact.
r have dane all I can to assist those
children. However, I think that parents
of white children should not be blamed
for saying, "Why should our children be
penalised for being born white?" I do not
know whether additional funds can bie
obtained from the Commonwealth to
establish hostels for the white children,
but the parents of all children who live
and work in the remote areas should be
given a fair go so that the children can
be educated In the best way possible.

I am not detracting from the fact that
the native children are getting this op-
portunity, but I know that only a fraction
of those children who are sent to the
hostels will succeed, because many of them
do not have any Interest in learning. The
white children should be given a similar
opportunity, and I trust the Minister will
take notice of what I have said.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Dundas) [9.31
p.m.]: I, too, wish to have a little to say
on this part of the Estimates, and I will
refer to the living- away -from-home
allowance which the Government allows
for children who have to board away
from homne to attend school. It seems a
great shame that the children who com-
plete their secondary education, cannot
go on to higher education because their
parents cannot afford the considerable
expense involved in boarding the children
away from home.

As a previous speaker mentioned, we do
not have a hostel at Kalgoorlie and, con-
sequently, children who are sent there for
higher education have to pay board, if they
can find people willing to take them in.
That, of course, is an additional problem
for the parents.
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Earlier this month I addressed some
questions to the Minister for Education
regarding the allowances which were paid.
My first question was as follows:-

(1) Is he aware that many parents of
school children who have to live
awvay from home to be educated
are dissatisfied with the living-
away-from-home allowance Paid
by the Government?

The Minister answered "Yes."

Mr. Lewis: There will always be some
who are dissatisfied, no matter what
allowance is paid.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, but I think the people
to whom I am referring have a genuine
right to be dissatisfied because there has
been a considerable increase in prices, and
a considerable devaluation of money over
the last 10 years. in most cases, the in-
crease, in the last 10 years, has been in
the order of $20.

Mr. Lewis: That is nonsense.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister says that is
nonsense, but I am quoting figures witha
which he supplied me. The allowance for
Zone A. for primary and years 1 to 3, in
1960 was $160. In 1965 the amount was
still $160, and in February, 1970, the
allowance was $180.

Mr. Lewis: And in February, 1971, it will
be $200.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, that is right.
Mr. Lewis: Well, that is more than $20.
Mr. MOIR: There has been an increase

of $20 in 10 years.
Mr. Lewis: What about the rest of the

figures?
Mr. MOIR: The allowance in Zone B.

has been increased by $20 In five years, and
in Zone C, for the same category of child.
there has been an increase of $20 over the
10-year Period. There has been a larger
increase for the children in years 4 to 5.

Mr. Lewis: That is right: a good deal
more.

Mr. MOIR: Zone D has received the
greatest Increase, from $60 to $100.

Mr. Lewis: What about the other
figures; I do not want the honourable
member to forget them?

Mr. MOIR: I believe I am quite fair
when dealing with these matters, and I
do have all the figures supplied to me in
reply to my question. There has been very
little increase over the 10-year period, and
that means that the value of the allowance
has fallen behind. I then asked the Min-
ister the following questions-

(3) Are any increases contemplated in
the near future?

(4) If "Yes" will he give details?

The Minister replied-
(3) An increase in allowances will be

introduced as from the 1st Janu-
an'. 1971.

(4) In Zone A, the February, 1970,
allowance will be increased by $30
per annum. In Zones B, C. and D
the increase will be $20 per
annum.

That certainly is an increase, but it is not
a very marked increase considering the de-
crease in the value of the allowance which
has been paid over the past 10 years. I
do not think anybody would argue on that
score. Quite a number of people who have
been writing to mue are well aware of what
the department Proposes to do, but they
consider it is not enough.

Mr. Lewis: Has the honourable member
got with him the increases for the previous
10 years?

Mr. MOIR: No, I thought a 10-year
period was long enough.

Mr. Lewis: I should imagine so.

Mr. MOIR: In the preceding 10 years
money was worth more than it is now.
I have every sympathy for the people who
are affected. The chidren, even in such a
place as Norseman, where there is a three-
year-high school, have to go on to Kal-
goorlie, and the parents are faced with
considerable expense. It is true that If
the children stayed home they would still
have to be maintained; but the mainten-
ance Is a lot higher if the children are
living away from home. Probably, the cost
of clothing is higher because the children
are not with their mothers and are not
able to have their clothes repaired when
necessary.

I know perfectly well that the Minister
has just so much money and he has to do
a lot with it. However, it seems to me that
the Minister should have a long look at
the living-away-from-home allowance. I
am not an accountant and I am not an
economist and I do not know the value of
$140 today when compared with $100 ten
years ago. We should be progressing in
thiese matters and not slipping back.

Another matter, which has already been
mentioned by the member for Murchison-
Eyre, is the lack of a hostel at Kalgoorlie.
The fact that a hostel is not provided is a
very sore point with the people In that
area. Many representations have been
made over the years to the Minister.
Previously it may have been doubtful
whether the required number of children
could be found In the surrounding districts.
However, with the mineral development
which Is taking place, the picture has been
completely altered. I think a local com-
mittee has made a survey, and, from the
figures I saw, it Is estimated that about 116
children could be expected to take advan-
tage of a hostel if It were provided.
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I hope the points I have mentioned will
receive serious consideration, and that If
further increases cannot be ranted in the
near future they be kept in mind. It is
to be hoped that a hostel will eventually
be established at Kalgoorlie.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.3B
p.m.]: On a number of occasions I have
complained in this House, both during the
Education Estimates, and by way of
grievance, regarding the difficulties I
experience in getting replies to corres-
pondence from the Education Department,
and in having matters dealt with by that
body.

At the risk of boring members I will
complain again tonight. I would like to
say that this delay in correspondence does
not only apply to myself, but to other
members of the Chamber, and it also ap-
plies, particularly, to employees of the
Education Department itself. I refer, of
course, to the teaching staff,

According to the Estimates, during the
last decade the staff on the administra-
tive side of the Education Department has
more than doubled. That is understand-
able in the circumstances, and I make no
complaint at all. At the present time 318
people are employed on the administrative
staff, and I refer to those from the
Director-General down to the clerks and
typists. The figure 10 years ago was 131,
which means there has been an increase
of 187 in 10 years. That increase is not
unreasonable. However, the fact remains
that with that increase there has been a
continued difficulty in getting sense out
of the department.

I know the department has been under
fire on a number of occasions not only
from myself, but from the Education
Committee of the Liberal Party, which took
it upon itself to tell the Minister what
he should do to smarten up the depart-
ment which was under his control. How-
ever, when the teachers start to complain
regarding the difficulties they have in
getting a decision it is time the matter is
looked into. I believe it is time for a
shakedown.

Recently the sum of $16,150 was spent
by way of management consultant fees
for the Education Department. Just how
long the study took, or what it dealt with,
I do not know. However, as far as I can
determine there has been no improve-
ment in its public relations. I will not
say anything more about the public rela-
tions people who are working for the de-
partmnent because I am afraid I wiould
shame the Minister for Education if-I
showed him the latest release that has
come my way.

The difficulty of getting replies from
the Education Department has been
brought to my notice on a number of
occasions. I have had two replies in

recent months, one after about two and
a ball months and another after three
months' writing back and forth to the
Minister. I believe it was because I was
writing to the Minister himself that I
received such a quick reply. Another
matter concerns a former employee of the
Education Department, and that depart-
ment is reluctant to give a decision in a
case where a man is being asked to repay
$299.86, which was an overpayment made
to him.

The man, Mr. C. C. Ryan, was with the
Education Department prior to going into
national service in 1967. When he re-
turned from national service in 1907 he
applied for academic leave to attend the
university. Leave was granted for 1968
and at the end of the academic year-
that is, before the school year ended-he
returned to the Education Department.
As can be imagined, he was short of
money. He had taken advantage of a
retraining course under the national ser-
vice scheme and he returned to the Educa-
tion Department to teach. Early in Decem-
ber, 1968, his university results came out
and he decided that he wanted to better
himself so that he would be better qualed
to teach in the Education Department.
He decided to continue at the university
for another year.

He made application for leave early in
December, 1968, and then waited for the
department to give him a reply. In the
meantime the school year finished and he
was Paid for the holiday period; that is,
the whole of the summer vacation. Dur-
ing the whole of that time he did not
know whether he was to be granted fur-
ther leave in the academic year; that is,
for 1959.

This is where I complain about the
breakdown in the decisions that are made
by those in the Education Department.
The upshot of this case was that Mr.
Ryan did not return at the beginning of
the school year in 1969, He took leave
without pay to attend the university. This
leave was granted for 12 months. Then
the department said, "From the 1st Janu-
ary until the school resumes on about the
6th February, you have been overpaid for
summer leave, so therefore you can refund
to us $299.86.'1 By the time the depart-
ment got round to telling him all this he
had spent money on textbooks and other
necessities to further his university educa-
tion. The history of this case was sub-
mitted to me by the Minister in his last
letter.

What Mr. Ryan claims is that on the
lath December, 1968, he was told by the
Director of Primary Education at an in-
terview to put his case in writing, but he
was informed that there was no likelibopd
of such leave from the primary education
section. On the 18th December, 1968, an
undated application for academic leave
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was received at the department, and the
Deputy Director of Secondary Education
subsequently informed him on the tele-
phone that he did not hold out any hope
for the leave but would defer it until the
return of the Director of Secondary Edu-
cation. Subsequently, the Director of
Secondary Education informed him at an
interview that full time leave would not
be granted by the secondary education
division and the papers were limited to
the primary education division.

On the 15th January, 1969, the Deputy
Director of Primary Education requested
the staff branch to list Ryan for an ap-
pointrnent to a primary school in the
metropolitan area. Apparently having
heard nothing further, on the 3rd Febru-
ary, 1989, Ryan reapplied for leave with-
out pay for the academic year, and on the
5th February he was appointed to the
Orange Grove School, but this appoint-
ment was never taken up.

On the 24th February, 1969. he was
advised by the staff branch that leave
without pay had been approved from the
1st January to the 31st December, 1969.
although there is no Indication on the file
as to the senior officer who actually gave
the approval.

Mr. Lewis: What is the position in re-
gard to this case now?

Mr. DAVIES: The department still
wants the money back from Ryan. This Is
the kind of confusion that can exist. This
man made a number of genuine attempts
to find out what his position was. All he
had to do was to report to the Orange
Grove Primary School when It started on
the 6th February, work for a week or a
fortnight or until the university started
about the first week of Mdarch, resign from
the department, and this argument would
never have occurred.

Mr. Lewis: It Is all so very simple.

Mr. DAVIES: Ryan apparently said to
himself. "I will not put the department
in a spot by taking up the position for
only a fortnight. I will stay away." This
was the best thing he could have done.
What was the point of teaching the class
for a fortnight and then saying he was go-
ing to leave the department? However, the
department would have had no case If he
had taken up the position at the Orange
Grove Primary School. In adopting the
attitude it has, the department has lost
a good man. Ryan certainly has not made
any money because he is taking steps to
retrain himself, and when he qualifies he
certainly will not return to the Education
Department. He has not told me that,
but that Is my opinion.

I have heard about such confusion not
only from this man but also as the result
of handling half a dozen cases that have
been brought to my attention recently.

Mr. Lewis: out of 7,000-odd teachers
you will get a few difficult cases.

Mr. DAVIES: But there seems to be no
reason for it. One student asked the de-
partment whether, If he took such-and-
such subjects, they would count towards
his higher certificate. This was before the
night school classes commenced. He put
this request in writing and repeated it
during the year. After sitting for the
examinations held by the Institute of
Technology in September or November,
he received a reply from the department
stating that if he took the subjects they
would count towards the granting of a
higher certificate.

However, the only thing wrong was that
the subjects the department told him to
take were not those about which he had
made Inquiries. This state of affairs goes
on and on. Who Is making the decisions?
Apparently no-one is making decisions but
many officers are giving advice over the
telephone.

Returning to the case of Ryan, I point
out that he has been dealt with by the
secondary education division of the de-
partment, although he was never a mem-
ber of the secondary education division.
He was told over the telephone that he
need not worry and that his leave would
be granted. The Minister was naive enough
to say. "No. . this has not happened, be-
cause they cannot find the fellow who told
him this over the telephone." That is
nonsense, because the officer who did ad-
vise him over the telephone would not
admit It. However, there Is a man in the
department who knows who the officer

These are some of the cases that have
been brought to my attention. They have
brought unhappiness Into the department
and they bring endless complaints to
members of Parliament. In fact, they
cause distress to all sorts of people associ-
ated with the Education Department. In
saying this I refer to the parents and citi-
zens' associations. On a number of occa-
sions some of these associations have had
to wait three or four months before re-
ceiving a reply from the department to
the correspondence they have forwarded.

The department needs a shakedown.
Admittedly it has many problems because
of the rapid growth In the department,
information about which has geen given to
us by the Minister in presenting his Esti-
mates tonight; but surely we can get some
efficiency in the department. It would
appear that when instances such as this
are constantly occurring there Is Ineffici-
ency and the administration needs tight-
enIng up.

I would therefore like the Minister to
have a look at the situation and a further
look at Mr. Ryan's case.
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The last matter on which I wish to
speak is in regard to entries for the Junior
and Leaving examinations that were made
this year. Never before have I had corn-
plaints about these entries, but this year
I have received many complaints from
people who are unhappy about the various
aspects in regard to lodging applications
for the Junior and Leaving Certificates.
I have made inquiries, and the Minister,
was good enough to make Inquiries into
one case that I presented to him. I also
made my own Independent Inquiries in
regard to another case.

I understand that the applications are
processed by computer and if a mistake is
made in putting the information into the
computer Its costs $252 to rectify it. The
Minister need not look at me in amaze-
ment, because the officer in charge of the
Public Ekaminations Board has told me
that this is a fact. He also told me that
where the board has made the error It has
met the cost of rectifying the mistake, but
where the applicant has made the error
be Is told that nothing can be done about
it unless the Education Department agrees
to meet the cost of $252 to rectify it. This
astonishes. me, but it is a fact.

I was rather credulous about the in-
formation that was contained in the writ-
ten submissions by the Public Examinations
Board and what was disclosed during the
verbal discussions I1 had with it. It appears
that this is a fact and, If so, something
should be done to alter the system so that
if a mistake is made as a result of several
legitimate reasons the mistake can be
rectified, because the mistake could be the
deciding factor as to whether a student
will pass or fail.

In one case a young lady forgot to list
art an her application form. Normally, if
a student were paying so much for each
subject this would have been discovered.
For example, If the fee were $3 a subject
and she was taking eight subjects the total
fee would be $24, and If the am-ount came
to only $121 she would immediately say to
herself, "I have only listed seven subjects;
I must have left one off" and the mistake
would be rectified Immediately.

I understand many mistakes have been
made on the application forms because
the teachers have not time to cheek them.
in their confusion the children can make
mistakes. The fact that fees are not
charged this year means that the one
check that did exist can no longer be
made, and If a student forgets to put a
:subject on his application form he could
find that, as a result, he has failed in his
Junior Examination.

Despite all the technology, the computer,
and the modem machines, the Public Ex-
aminations Board Is working under a
system whereby, should a late entry be
made the cost would be $252 to process it.
it is time the Public Examinations Board

had another look at the system of corn-
puterising entries for the Junior and
Leaving Certificates.

Although the use of computers means
that a great deal of time Is saved in the
results obtained and in the publication of
them for the information of the students,
there are weaknesses in the system, be-
cause if a mistake is made a student would
have to wait 12 months before the situation
could be rectified. I therefore hope the
Public Examinations Board will consider
what I have said. I thank the Minister for
the research he conducted on the cases I
presented to him in regard to Leaving
and Junior students. I also hope the board
will have a second look at Mr. Ryan's diffi-
culties, and examine closely the procedures
and methods followed in the Education De-
partment with a view to avoiding somne of
the confusion that seems to continually
exist there.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [10.00 p.m.l:
I was very Interested in the Minister's
glowing report on the centralised educa-
tion scheme. I cannot say, however, that
the people in the remote areas are alto-
gether happy with the educational facili-
ties which are at present available to them.

When it is necessary for parents to send
their children away for schooling-and I
have mentioned this aspect before-they
are up for air fares, bus fares, and so on.
This year 156 children are going away to
school and if we assume that the return
air fare from Carnarvon to Perth is $89
-actually it is slightly higher-it 'will be.
appreciated that this year in air fares
alone it will cost $37,440.

Mr. Jamieson: You could buy your own
plane for that.

Mr. NORTON: Of this amount the Gov-
ernment pays $12,480 and the parents have
to raise $24,960. I have no doubt that
the member for Murchison-Eyre will ap-
preciate that these costs have to be faced
by the parents in those areas.

The Minister has said that the children
from the north can go to the Geraldton
hostels. But when inquiries were made
by the parents and citizens' association in
the area It was found that the Geraldton
hostel was fully booked out. In this con-
nection I would like to quote from the
News of The North which states-

Some parents had applied to the
Geraldton hostel, but this was full and
children had been refused admission.
However, many Parents could not
afford private boarding fees which they
found particularly high now that the
money situation was so difficult.

Geraldton bad the only five-year
high school north of Perth from which
children could matriculate.

Matriculation students from Carnar-
Von received priority.
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I do not know that the children from
Carnarvon receive any greater priority
than the other children.

Mr. Lewis; What Is the situation in the
Carnarvon hostel?

Mr. NORTON: It is practically lull.
Mr. Lewis: My information is that there

are a number of vacancies.
Mr. NORTON: There are some vacancies

in the demountable classroom they use
as a dormitory.

Mr. Lewis: It was.
Mr. NORTON: As the Minister knows

the Carnarvon High School is not a five-
year high school.

Mr. Lewis: I know that.
Mr. NORTON: The parents are looking

for a five-year high school.
Mr. Lewis: They are all looking for five-

year high schools.
Mr. NORTON: The Minister Is wanting

to centralise his high schools at Crerald-
ton, Merredin, or Perth. I feel sure the
Minister would appreciate the folly of this
if he were aware of the amount of money
that was being paid out in air fares alone.
I do not think the Minister was listening
when I said the Government was paying
out $12,480 a year on air fares alone.

Mr. Lewis: That would pay the cost of
one teacher.

Mr. NORTON: What about the other
subsidies like living-away-from-home al-
lowances and so on?

Mr. Lewis: What about the other things
we want apart from teachers?

Mr. NORTON: We want to keep our
key men in the north.

Mr. Lewis: That is understandable.
Mr. NORTON: That is what the article

goes on to say. The Minister has been
asked to receive a deputation from an
organisation at Carnarvon. but he has not
yet said whether or not he will be able
to receive this deputation which Is formed
by the three service clubs-Rotary, Apex,
and Lions-and also the parents and citi-
zens' association. They wish to put their
case to the Minister and are willing to
fly to Perth at their own expense to do
so. Yet they cannot get a definite answer
from the Minister as to whether or not
he will receive them.

Mr. Lewis: I have not got a time-slot
between now and Christmas.

Mr. NORTON: The people concerned
have a fairly full programme themselves,
as has the Minister.

Mr. Lewis: I will see them.
Mr. NORTON: We are definitely losing

key men from the north-west because of
these facts which I have mentioned. I
know of a senior Government employee
who is leaving Carnarvon this December.

He has already bought a house in Perth
and the department which employs him
now is going to pay his travelling expenses.
This is not an isolated case. The same
thing is happening on the stations, and
people are generally feeling the pinch
through there being a lack of educational
facilities.

The wireless reception in the north-
west is quite reasonable if one Is near
a regional station. In such a case the
schools receive a reasonable transmission,
but in places like Exmouth, which is
further away, the wireless reception in the
summer months is practically impossible.

in Perth it is possible to receive perfect
radio reception and of course there are
the TV programmes. I cannot see any
reason why the high schools at Carnarvon
and Exmnouth, together with the primary
schools, cannot be given the same TV pro-
grammes as are shown in the metropolitan
area. if closed circuit TV and video tapes
-such as those used In Perth-were sup-
plied to the schools I have mentioned, the
children in the more remote areas would
receive one more teaching aid which is
regarded very favourably by the depart-
ment.

The main thing that concerns the people
in the north is the establishment of a five-
year high school. They do not want to
be taught half a dozen languages: they
only want a good solid education which
will fit them for the various jobs which
might be offering to young people in the
northern areas of the State.

As a matter of fact there are many
opportunities at Carnarvon, particularly
for boys, in the more technical fields, pro-
viding they can get their education up to
the Leaving standard. This is not possible
in the school that is provided at the
moment.

The School of the Air is, at present,
having considerable trouble in connection
with the noise factor. This week I re-
ceived a copy of the letter which was sent
to the Minister concerning this matter.
Originally the School of the Air at Carnar-
von was conducted in the washroom but
this Year it has been transferred to another
roo0m. The letter to which I refer was
signed by President of the Carnarvon
School of the Air P. & C., and it is dated
the 12th November, 1970. It was addressed
to the Minister for Education and reads as
follows:-

We have a problem, which I hope
you will be able to help us with. We
badly need a large, sound-proof studio
for our School of the Air to be con-
ducted from. I must admit that the
present room is a great improvement
on last years "wash-Room", however,
it is still far from adequate for several
reasons.
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Noise. There is a fantastic amount
of external noise interference. This
from children playing in the school
grounds, drinking from the fountain
directly outside the window, and
knocking on and or opening the door
then running away, all this added to
the Poor radio reception makes the
teachers job doubly hard. I was up
at the school twice on Friday last and
witnessed all the above mentioned in-
terference, as far as I could see there
is no practical solution-other than a
sound-proof studio-to two of the
sources of noise, as children must be
able to play, and drink before going
to school or during recess.

Lack of Space. The present room
is too small, we have to expand our
library considerably next year, and
have in fact received already more
library shelves for this, but, do not
have the space to put them.

Having read your report in the
October issue of the P. & C. Magazine,
T am not unaware of the extra cost
to the Government of educating child-
ren on Correspondence and you are
probably uiot unaware of the extra
Problems and cost to parents of edu-
cating children in this country, in fact
it would be the biggest single factor
causing so many people to leave the
"bush". As the School of the Air
stimulates a childs interest in school
and gives them a break from the con-
sistent "Paper, Paper, Paper", of cor-
respondence, to quote my young son,
every thing possible should be done to
improve these facilities. Hence our
appeal for your help.

This is typical of what is going on and
I agree with all that it says. The best
facilities are given to the metropolitan
area and the near-metropolitan area, but
the northern and more remote areas are
neglected.

MR. YOUNG (Roe) [10.12 p.m.]: Two
or three speeches have been made which
have dealt Primarily with the north-West.
I would now like to deal with some of the
schools based in the southern areas of the
State.

one of the problems facing the new
land settlement areas is the declining num-
bers in these schools and the reduction in
the numbers of children who are travelling
on school buses in these small school areas.
I would ask the Minister and his aepart-
ment to give some consideration to this
matter and have a look at the mandatory
number of children that Is required before
a school bus or a subsidised ear can
operate in these areas.

There are certain schools within my
own electorate which will face a very
serious problem next year, particularly in
connection with the younger children
travelling on these school buses.

No doubt these will be going con-
cerns by 1973 or 1914 but the problem that
exists is in the immediate future, and if
the numbers of children drop and the
school buses do not run, the people who
are unfortunately placed financially and
who cannot afford to send their children
away will have to take advantage of the
correspondence classes which are provided.
While these correspondence classes do a
good job where it is necessary to adopt
them, they are not altogether desirable If
it is at all possible for a youngster to attend
school and receive first-hand tuition from
a master.

I would like the Minister to have a look
at this situation and see whether the figure
required to operate a school bus is a true
figure: whether, if it drops below the man-
datory number of 12 children, some con-
sideration cannot be given to keeping the
bus operating. I know one school which
is having great difficulty in obtaining its
school numbers for the next year, After
1971 the school will probably have
sufficient youngsters coming on in the
first year to bring it back to a viable size.

I have cited one case, but the situation
could arise in some of the other areas
which have small one-teacher schools. I
think a very careful survey should be
carried out to ascertain the future enrol-
ments and to ensure that a school is not
closed down because of the lack of chil-
dren In one Year when there is a distinct
possibility that the school will be operat-
ing with a satisfactory number of children
In years to come.

Whie on the subject of education, I
would like to express appreciation of the
decision by the Minister to arrange for
some assistance to farmers by way of
living-away-from-home allowances for
school children,

Mr. Lewis: They do not apply only to
farmers.

Mr. YOUNG: They apply to people in
rural areas. This action has been received
with great enthusiasm in the rural areas
where farmers are having a very bad time
and are finding it difficult to continue the
secondary education of their children. I
compliment the Minister on the system he
has devised. An across-the-board increase
in the living-away-from-home allowance
would have helped a greater number of
people, but it would Perhaps have helped
some people who were not deserving, as
well as those who could not afford to send
their children away.

If the situation of the farming com-
munity does not improve In the next year
or two it will be necessary to upgrade and
increase the size of the present high
schools, which will entail an increase in
the number of hostels. We have heard
about the difficulties of travelling in the
north-west. This also applies in the south-
west. where distances are nearly as great.
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We beard of children going from Norseman
to Kalgoorlie. Somne children go from
Norseman to Esperance. There is a hostel
at Esperance, and one at Katanning which
covers a large and closely settled area.

I hope the Minister will investigate the
hostel situation in the southern areas.
Recently, about 22 girls were unable to be
admitted to the Narrogin hostel for the
1971 year, but the Minister has made
arrangements to resolve the position with
temporary accommodation. This situation
could arise in a number of other centres.
I hope that if it does the Minister will be
as considerate as he has been in regard
to Narrogin. T also hope the Minister will
give consideration to the size of schools
and the numbers of children required to
keep school buses operating.

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for Edu-
cation) [10.19 p.m.): Most of the comn-
plaints and problems that have been men-
tioned tonight stem from a lack of finance.
A sum of $64,000,000 has been allocated
this year, which is approximately $8,000,000
more than last year. It is a question of
spreading the available funds over a wide
area and as fairly as possible. If the
boarding-away allowances had been In-
creased, it would have been at the expense
of the youngsters who, Perforce, remained
behind at primary schools, and it would
not have been possible, for example, to
make the Present allocations for library
books and teaching aids. The problem of
distributing the available funds as fairly
as Possible is an old one, and it will be
with us for some years to come.

The member for Murchison-Eyre men-
tioned the lack of hostels, particularly at
Meekatharra, about which I am to receive
a deputation on Friday week. I under-
stand from the honourable member's re-
marks that at the school in question there
were over 200 children, of whom 34 were
at post-primary level. That appears to
justify the upgrading of that school to a
junior high school, which would be able to
give the first three years of post-primary
education.

I can assure the member for Murchison-
Eyre and other members who have spoken
on the subject of the upgrading of schools
that we will give sympathetic consideration
to this matter, but I do not want the situ-
ation to arise where we merely tack up) a
name on a school and call it a senior high
school, thus deceiving the parents into be-
lieving the school is something it is not.
A senior high school must have the stand-
ard of education that is expected of a
senior high school, and before we can up-
grade schools with confidence we must look
at our resources in teaching staff and
finance to ensure that we can provide the
necessary buildings and equipment at the
schools. It might even be necessary to in-
crease the boarding-away allowances as an
interim measure.

The member for Boulder-Dundas made
some criticism of the boarding-away
allowances. He said that the increases had
not kept up with the increases in the cost
of living. I have not made any deep re-
search Into this matter myself, but at my
request I have received advice from the
department to the effect that we are more
than keeping up with the increases in the
cost of living as shown in the Consumer
Price Index.

I appreciate that there is more than the
cost of living Involved at the Present time.
In many rural areas people are suffering
economic stress and, whether the boarding-
away allowances are keeping up with the
cost of living or not, they find that they
still have to bridge the gap. It Is bridging
the gap that they notice.

The member for Boulder-Dundas said
that some secondary school children were
being deprived of secondary education be-
cause of the financial circumstances of
their Parents. I repeat that I do not want
any secondary school age child to be de-
prived of secondary education because of
the financial incapacity of the parents. I
would like any such cases to be made
known to the Education Department,
whereupon we will make an examination
of each case. If the financial circumstan-
ces of the parents stand up to the test laid
down by the department, the whole or
part-

Mr. Jamieson: Be careful. The Premier
is watching you.

Mr. LEWIS: We have already announc-
ed this publicly. We will pay all or part of
the difference, because we do not want any
secondary school age children to be de-
prived of secondary education.

Mr. Hurt: There are hundreds of child-
ren who come into that category.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think there are
hundreds. I asked the relieving director-
general this morning if he had received
many Inquiries from people In these cir-
cumstances, and he said he had received
very few.

Mr. Burt: I do not think it is generally
known.

Mr. LEWIS: I have asked members of
Parliament to let it be known if they
hear of any such cases. I do not suggest
that we will bridge the gap for children whG
are attending private boarding schools and
whose parents are paying hundreds of dol-
tars in tuition fees, but we will bridge the
gap between the cost of living at home and
the cost of boarding the child at a country
high school hostel or the equivalent.

I have had a survey made of country
high school hostels because we are con-
cerned at the situation that has arisen.
The first information came from Nar-
rogin, where a number of applications
for admission to the hostel in 1971 had to
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be rejected because insufficient accom-
modation was available. Following that
survey, I am informed that same hostels
still have vacancies-those at Esperance,
Albany, and Carnarvon. On the other
hand, other hostels are over-full, and
applications for admission have been re-
jected. In those cases the department and
the Country High School Hostels Authority
have investigated the possibility of pro-
viding emergency accommodation. The
department and the authority will be
meeting again tomorrow morning with a
view to making final arrangements for
temporary hostel accommodation of some
sort for those children.

The member for Victoria Park men-
tioned the problem of junior and leaving
examinations, and he said this was a
matter for the Public Examinations
Board. The Public Examinations Board
is not responsible to me. It is responsible
to the University under the latter's Stat-
utes. Nevertheless, I am aware that there
have been some problems. I have several
times had occasion to approach the board
in regard to late entries, and so on, and
in some instances relief has been given.
I understand that the board is very con-
cerned. Steps are being taken to ensure
that the same position will not arise next
year.

The member for Roe mentioned school
buses. In the current year, school trans-
port is expected to cost the department
over $3,300,000. We have to watch this
expenditure very closely, otherwise there
wvill not be sufficient money to enable us
to increase boarding-away allowances, and
so on. However, we will not be too severe
in regard to this matter. I can assure
the member for Roe that I will give
sympathetic consideration to it, but where
a contract is not possible and the Service
has to revert to a subsidised service, I
am informed by the department that as
a result of the recent increase in the
subsidies a parent contribution Is not now
necessary in most cases.

I have made many inquiries about the
closing of small schools. Before recom-
mending the closure of schools the depart-
ment looks into the future as far as is
possible.

Mr. Jamieson: How is Paynes Find
going?

Mr. LEWIS: That is another story. I
think the member for Belmont already
knows that the Paynes Find school has
been closed. As regards these small
schools, regard must be had to proximity
to other schools which the children can
conveniently attend.

In regard to other matters, I can assure
members that their remarks will be con-
sidered and replies sent to them where-
ever it is considered necessary.

Votes: Education, $64,230,090; Native
Welfare, $3,618,000 put and passed.

Part 6: Minister for Mines and Justice-

MR. HARMAN (Maylands) [10.31 p.m.]:
I wish to refer to the serious situation
which has occurred in respect of those
people who occupy and have purchased
home units in a certain block in Maylands.

The CHAIRMAN: What are you speak-
Ing on?

Mr. HARMAN: Part 6, Minister far
Mines and Justice. I wish to relate my
remarks to the administration of the
Minister for Justice whose portfolio is re-
lated to the State Land Agents Supervis-
ory Board.

Mr. Jamieson: We have an elastic band
over here.

Sir David Brand: If the member for
Maylands makes it brief It will be In
order.

Mr. HARMAN: I have already expressed
deep concern on this subject, and I wish
to reiterate the concern I hold for these
people. I am sure this concern Is shared
by other members In this Parliament.

I have been tempted to make some caus-
tic remarks about the companies Involved
and perhaps set myself up as a judge on
some of the Issues. However, I realise that
I have the privilege of Parliament and,
for this reason, I do not intend to follow
this course.

I believe there are certain facts which
have occurred In this Instance which I
should bring to the notice of this Cham-
ber and ultimately to the notice of the
Minister for Justice, so that they will assist
him in his investigation. They could also
assist In determining whether any loop-
holes exist in our legislation and, if there
are, how they could be overcome and pre-
vented in the future.

Mr. O'Nell: Do you think that the sale
of Land Bill will help?

Mr. Bertram: No.
Mr. HARMAN: I do not think It will,

because the Bill specifically says that it
does not apply to section 3 of the Strata
Tiles Act.

To come back to the situation in some
detail, first of all we know that Golowin
Bros. contracted to build a block of 48
home units in Whatley Crescent. This
was done by forming a company, Whatley
Crescent Pty. Ltd. It seems from the
evidence available that this company In-
flated the contract price for the erection
of the building to $500,000. 1 do not wish
to canvass the reasons for doing this, be-
cause this will be determined by an in-
quiry.

However, I want to know if It Is a com-
mon practice amongst builders to inflate
the contract price when obtaining money
from credit houses.
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Subsequently Whatley Crescent Pty.
Ltd., which, In effect, Is Golowin Bros..
arranged a special agreement to be drawn
up by a firm of solicitors This was used
subsequently by L. J. Hooker Pty. Ltd. to
sell these particular home units before the
structure was completed.

I have indicated to the House previously
-in fact, on the 22nd October, 1970, and
my comments are to be found on page
1491 of Mansard-that Whatley Crescent
Pty. Ltd. gave an undertaking in the
agreement that it would give a strata title
relating to the said units within 60 days
of possession. I wonder how the company
could have given the assurance that a
strata title would be given within. 60 days
of possession to a person buying a unit.

We must remember that originally the
block of home units was planned as a
block of 48 fiats. We must remember, too,
that In the memorandum of the articles
of association of this company, Whatley
Crescent Pty. Ltd.. there does not seem to
be any reference to having strata title
home units. There is certainly a reference
In the memorandum to where a special
resolution was passed by Whatley Cres-
cent Pty. Ltd. to allow the company to
build home units and have a number of
shares allocated from this particular corn-
pany.

This particular agreement was being
used about this time last year. Whatever
was said in the agreement, L. J1. Hooker
Pty. Ltd. was certainly telling the people
whom it was trying to interest in home
units that they would receive a strata title
home unit. Indeed, when the building was
being erected advertisements appeared out-
side claiming that strata titles were avail-
able.

The firm of solicitors which drew up the
agreement also referred to strata titles.
The point is that the particular building
could not have obtained a certificate of
strata title from the Shire of Perth, be-
cause it did not conform to the building
by-laws which apply to the issue of strata
titles.

In fact, it was only subsequently, when
Whatley Crescent Pty. Ltd. went to the
Shire of Perth to seek a strata title certi-
ficate, that the company was rejected by
the shire In its approach. The company
then had to turn around and appeal to
the Minister for Local Government against
the decision of the Shire of Perth. This
appeal was not granted until the 22nd May.
1970.

In a certificate of local authority, which
is signed by the Acting Minister for Loca]
Government, it is stated-

I hereby certify having upheld an
appeal by Kott. Wallace and Gunning
against the refusal of the Council of
the Shire of Perth to grant Strata

Titles for Home Units on Lot 1 Swan
Location Y on Diagram 36252 What-
Icy Crescent, Maylands, because

(a) the non provision of washing
machines in each Unit, and

(b) the living rooms in the Units
do not conform to the require-
ments of the Uniform General
Building By-laws.

Mr. Jamieson: Who was the Acting Min-
ister?

Mr. HARMAN: The Hon, 0. C. MacKin-
non. The circumstances were that L. J.
Hooker Pty. Ltd. was telling people 12
months ago that they would receive strata
titles. The firm which drew up the agree-
ment must have done so over 12 months
ago and that, too, was saying that Whatley
Crescent Pty. Ltd. would give strata titles.
Any one of those involved-the solicitors,
Hooker, or Whatley Crescent-could easily
have made inquiries from the Shire of
Perth to obtain the information that cer-
tificates of strata titles could not be given
because of the building by-laws.

Perhaps the situation was influenced by
a letter, dated the 8th December, 1969,
which was circulated by a firm of archi-
tects, the name of which I will not men-
tion. The letter reads as follows:-

The Manager,
Whatley Crescent Pty. Ltd..
C/ - R. W. Brown,
104 St. George's Terrace.
Perth, W.A. 6000.
Dear Sir.

Re Whatley Crescent Development.
We understand that the units in this
development will be ready for occupa-
tion this Friday 12th of December.

I interpolate to say that this was the 12th
December. 1969. The letter continues-

The project was designed to meet
strata title requirements and we are
advised that application for these
titles has been submitted, We know
of no reason why this application will
not be successfully finalised in due
course.

Yours faithfully.

I am not passing judgment on that. I
turn now to L. J. Hooker Pty. Ltd., the
land agents in question, which is a Sydney-
based firm. In fact, I believe it is an
Australia-wide firm. The company has
had at least 10 years' experience In strata
title operations because strata titles have
been operating in that State for that
period. On coming to Western Australia
it would have expertise in strata title legis-
lation, because this State adopted the New
South Wales legislation almost word for
word. What attitude the company adopted
when confronted with this agreement, I
do not know, but this will probably come
out in the course of the inquiry.

Mr. Graham: What Inquiry?
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Mr. HARMAN: I Understand an inquiry
is to be made by the Minister for Justice.
Whatever the circumstances, I repeat that
the persons involved regarded Hooker as
a reputable agency and were prepared to
place their confidence and trust in that
agency. Through this means Hooker was
able to acquire a certain amount of money
from the proceeds of the sales of these
home units. In turn Hooker Passed this
money on to Whatley Crescent Pty. Ltd.

There is a customary commercial Prac-
tice among Western Australian land agents
which is that when a land agent sells a
property he places that money in a trust
account and does not discharge it from
the trust account to the person he is agent
for until the deal has been satisfactorily
concluded; in other words, until the title
has passed over to the purchaser. In
this case the money was not placed in a
trust account; it was transferred to What-
key Crescent Pty. Ltd. I am not passing
judgment on that.

Many other aspects of this case are so
involved legally and technically that It is
difficult for me as a layman to appreciate
a number of them. In fact, it seems to
me that the only way the Minister for
Justice could really get to the bottom of
this involved case would be to appoint a
Royal Commissioner who would have the
powers, by such an appointment, to in-
vestigate the matter fully.

Members will recall that some 12 or 18
months ago we had a somewhat similar
position in Western Australia where per-
sons were involved in the sale of wool.
The company in question, Wool Exporters
Pty. Ltd., was unable to meet its commit-
ments, and people who had sold wool to
the company could not be paid in full.
Subsequently, the Government appointed
a Royal Commissioner to investigate the
activities of the company. After the Royal
Commission was concluded I believe legis-
lation came before the House which had
the purpose of overcoming some of the
problems associated with that particular
situation.

I do not know whether any other similar
situations which are related in some way
to this particular case have occurred in the
metropolitan area or elsewhere. It was
suggested to me today that there have
been other occurrences. If this Is a prac-
tice with which our laws are not com-
petent to deal, then surely a Royal Com-
missioner would be in a position to make
the necessary recommendations to the
Government in order to solve the prob-
lem with regard to this particular situa-
tion.

In the meantime, I would hope that the
companies involved will get around the
table-forget about their legal differences
and problems-and discuss this matter,

having in mind the plight of the people
who could lose their life's savings. They
should also bear in mind their own situa-
tion, and somehow or other they may be
able to arrive at a decision which would
at least prevent this situation being car-
ried to the point where the people lose
their life's savings.

Perhaps the Minister for Justice may
feel disposed to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion, in which case I am sure the com-
missioner would have the support of this
House and, indeed, of the public because
it is obvious from the suggestions made
to me today that the public are most con-
cerned that this situation has occurred.
They feel that no-one should stand by
and let this go on and that somehow
or other it should be avoided. The matter
has to be resolved and I would hope that
through the good services of the Minister
and, indeed, of the Government we might
be able to go a long way towards reaching
a solution.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Dundas) [10.48
pmn.]: The matters with which I wish to
deal concern the Mines Department. Firstly
I would like to deal with the position of
Government inspectors of mines. Some little
time ago-on the 17th November last-
I asked some questions regarding the posi-
tion of the district Inspectors of mines em-
ployed by the Mines Department. The
Minister representing the Minister for
Mines replied that in 1963 seven inspectors
were employed and at the present time, in
1970, only four are employed.

With the upsurge in mining that has
taken Place one would expect that con-
siderably more Inspectors of mines would
be employed in 1970 than was the case In
1963. That does not cover the full position
so far as inspectors of mines are concern-
ed, because there was also a senior inspec-
tor of mines employed In 1963, and he is
still employed at present.

With regard to workmen's inspectors of
mines, five were employed In 1963 and four
are employed at the moment. So the num-
ber of Inspectors has decreased from 13 to
10. T also asked the Minister the reason
why inspectors have been leaving the de-
partment, and the relevant answer to that
question was that three district inspectors
left to accept positions in other States,
four left to take positions in private Indus-
try, and one retired as a result of ill-
health. I asked a further question as to
the salaries paid to inspectors during the
years 1963 to 1970, and I found that con-
siderable increases had been granted dur-
Ing that Period. However, even with those
increases the salaries paid to district in-
spectors are nowhere near what they should
be when we take into account the qualifica-
tions and experience of those men, and the
amount of money they would receive if
they were employed by mining companies.
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I found that a senior inspector of mines
received $5,672 per annum in 1963 and in
1970, $9,579; an increase of $3,907. Dis-
trict inspectors of mines had their salaries
increased from $4,592 In 1963 to $7,'694 in
1970: an increase of $3,102. That is the
minimium salary for district inspectors of
mines, and the maximum salary rose from
$4,914 per annumn in 1963 to $8,343 in 1970:
an increase of $3,429. Of course, the sal-
aries of workmen's inspectors of mines
have also increased quite considerably, but
I am not dealing with those inspectors. I
am more concerned with the district in-
spectors of mines, who are Government
employees. Those men have high quali-
fications. A district inspector of mines
must hold a first-class mine manager's
certificate of competency which means, of
course, that he could be employed by any
mining company as a mine manager. He
holds the requisite certificate, and he has
the credentials.

It Is not to be wondered at that these
men leave the department, because they
can receive far more remuneration from
mining companies than they receive
from the department. It is essential that
the department should be able to keep up
its staff numbers in this sphere because
the inspectors are charged with the re-
sponsibility of seeing that safety regula-
tions are observed in the mines, that the
mines are mined in a proper manner, and
that nothing is done to jeopardise the
welfare or the health of the men who work
in them.

We know that mines like the Great
Boulder mine-one of the largest mines In
Western Australia-have ceased under-
ground operations; and that, of course, re-
moves some of the work carried out by
these people. However, many mines are
still operating underground, and nickel
mines are coming into operation all the
time. More and more shafts are being
opened up and the necessary inspections
must be made at regular intervals.

I might say that it is probably more
necessary now that we have qualified men
to inspect these mines than it ever has
been in the history of mining in this State
because new mining companies are coming
here. The companies have officers to oper-
ate the mines and in many instances those
officers are not aware, and do not make
themselves aware, of the laws governing
the operation of mines in this State. Those
men are inclined to treat some of the pro-
visions of the Mines Regulation Act a little
lightheartedly and, as a result, they have
at times caused industrial trouble. Men
working in mines are conscious of the fact
that they are working in a dangerous oc-
cupation, and when a supervisor or man-
ager of a mine tries to introduce a system
of mining which the men consider to be
dangerous, friction naturally results and
the men object to the system. Mine
workers like to see the district inspectors

of mines checking up to see that the regu-
lations laid down by this Parliament many
years ago are carried out.

In the course of his reply to my ques-
tions the Minister representing the Minis-
ter for Mines in this House said that the
salary of the inspectors is fixed under the
Public Service Act, and is less than that
Paid in the mining industry to a person
with similar qualifications and responsi-
bilities.

I think the Governiment must look into
this situation and decide whether it is go-
ing to employ men who have the requisite
qualifications-capable men-or whether it
is going to employ men who probably have
not the capability and who could not ob-
tain jobs as mine managers in Private
mining companies. In the past the re-
muneration of these men was probably
somewhat in line with that of men with
the same qualifications and responsibili-
ties in the mining industry, but that posi-
tion no longer applies.

At the moment there is a demand for
these men-there is a shortage of them-
and one cannot blame the inspectors for
leaving jobs in the department to work in
private industry. Indeed, that has been
quite a problem in the Mines Department.
We find that not only do young men leave
the department, but also men of many
Years' experience. They leave the de-
partment in order to obtain work with the
mining companies.

Just recently, the Mining Registrar in
Kalgoorlie left the department. He had
worked for the department for a great
number of years and was a most efficient
officer. He received a far better offer from
a mining company, and one cannot blame
him for taking advantage of the opportun-
ity he was off ered.

It is rather unfortunate that the Minis-
ter for Mines is not a member of this
Chamber because, when bringing forward
these matters, we know we will not receive
a reply. We only hope that the remarks
we make are brought to the attention of
the Minister and that he does look at
them and tries to do something about
them.

I wish to refer to another matter I
brought up earlier this year concerning
the lease applications which have been
coming forward in large numbers. I know
full well that the department has a great
problem, but the situation that applied
earlier this year still applies. We find that
although the mining leases are approved
or recommended for approval by the war-
den, they are not approved by the Minister
for quite some considerable time.

This has occasioned considerable concern
not only to people who hold leases but also
to local authorities, because until the Min-
ister gives his approval to the recommen-
dation of the warden no rates are payable
to the local authority. Some of the holders
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of mineral leases have been approached by
substantial mining companies with a view
to obtaining options to work the leases.
but no work can take place on the leases
until the approval is given. Therefore
the whole Process of mining operations and
exploration has been held up.

It is to be hoped that in the very near
future the department will get down to
the basis of processing applications much
quicker than it is doing now, and so give
satisfaction to the holders of mineral
leases who desire to get on with mining
exploration and operation, or who wish to
form companies to work the leases. This
will hasten the process of exploration of
mineral leases, particularly the explora-
tion of nickel deposits. I hope these re-
marks are brought to the attention of the
Minister for Mines, and I hope he will be
able to do something about the matter.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [11.01
P.m.]: I do not feel that I should have
any guilt complex In referring to this mat-
ter which has concerned me over the years.
Generally when we debate the Estimates
some members are concerned because in
speaking they will delay the Chamber. If
we do not speak in this debate we will be
failing in our duty to do justice to those
whom we represent.

My comments relate to a question which
I asked of the Minister representing the
Minister for Justice on the 9th September.
1969. My question was-

(1) Does any legislation exist under
which a tenant may appeal for assist-
ance against unreasonable retention
of a tenancy bond by a landlord?

(2) If no protection exists, Is any
legislation contemplated for this pur-
Pose-

(a) this session:
(b) next session?

The reply was as follows:-
(1) There is no legislation, but a

tenant may have a dispute as to re-
tention of any portion of a bond de-
termined by a court.

(2) (a) and (b). No.
So, there was no intention of Introducing
legislation in that session of Parliament,
or even in this one. I am concerned as to
what Is taking place In the retention of
bonds. The Minister in his reply said-

There is no legislation, but a tenant
may have a dispute . . . determined
by a court.

Over and above the expense the tenant
has to bear in respect of the extortionate
rental, he also has to find the money for
the extortionate bond. If he wishes later
to question the refund of that bond he has
to see a legal practitioner. That Is an
Immediate deterrent to the tenant to seek
legal redress.

I have asked a legal colleague of mine
what the cost is, and I am informed that
It Is between $10 and $15 for a person
to obtain legal assistance In seeking re-
dress for the return of a bond.

I have made a small calculation. I find
that the expense incurred by the rental.
plus the exorbitant bond, plus the legal
expense, equates to a poverty-stricken
tenant in many instances. In respect
of the competition for the acconm-
modation in the big blocks of flats that
are now being constructed, perhaps the
extortion of bonds may not be applied;
but it has been applied to some tenants,
and the amounts involved have been up to
$50. The excuse given for failure to re-
turn the bond money was that It was
necessary to clean up the flat after it
was vacated.

I have seen some of the flats which have
been vacated and where the return of the
bond was refused because of some marks
on the lino which were caused by a re-
frigerator. I am sure there have been
marks on the lino since a refrigerator was
first put into Place. For that small excuse
the bond money was retained by the land-
lord. Yet, the Minister says it is necessary
to seek redress at law in order to obtain
relief from that rotten Injustice.

What I have said is borne out by a
legal reply to an opinion expressed by
the Daily News ombudsman. The corres-
spondent states--

It is not correct that the landlord Is
automatically entitled to retain a bond
If proper notice Is not given by the
tenant.

The landlord is only entitled to be
reimbursed for any loss he has suf-
fered through the tenant's failure to
give Proper notice.

Normally this would be the amount
of rent lost by the landlord before re-
letting the flat plus, of course, any
electricity or other accounts left un-
paid by the tenant.

Often a landlord will claim further
deductions for repairing or cleaning
the flat and In such cases he must
justify these charges and must show
accounts for the work done.

If a landlord refuses to refund the
balance of a bond to which the tenant
feels he Is entitled, it is a relatively
simple and, contrary to popular belief,
Inexpensive Process to arrange for a
solicitor to issue a summons for re-
coveny of the bond against the land-
lord.

It costs $10 to $15 to get a refund of what
the tenant Is entitled to. This Is an In-
justice. Even though the Minister for
Justice is not a member of this Chamber
I hope he reads my remarks, or alter-
natively that the Press reports my remarks.

Mr. Court: He has heard your remarks.
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Mr. FLETCHER: In that case I hope
the Minister will take notice of my com-
ment that this rotten extortion by un-
scrupulous landlords should stop forthwith.

I know that some unsatisfactory tenants
do leave the premises in a dirty condition.
but they are in the minority and there is
no justification for a landlord to retain a
bond just because of the action of a hand-
ful of dirty tenants. That does not justify
the retention of the bond in all instances.
Landlords get enough money from rentals
these days.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) (11.07 p.m.]: I
refer very briefly to the comments of the
member for Maylands who dealt with the
"Whatley Crescent home units. I can only
tell him that the Minister for Justice is
having the matter investigated by the
Companies office. I do not think the mem-
ber for Maylands will achieve his purpose
by the appointment of a Royal Commis-
Sion. We want practical action in such
matters.

So far as mining matters are concerned
I have drawn the attention of the Minis-
ter for Mines to the comments of the
member for Boulder-Eyre, because he hap-
pened to be in the Chamber about the
time when the honourable member was
speaking.

The question of tenancy bonds raised by
the member for Fremantle has been the
subject of questions In the House. I think
he knows the matter has been referred
to the Minister for Justice, but it was
fortuitous that the Minister was in the
Chamber listening to his remarks, so he
has been adequately advised.

Votes: Mines, $3,169,000; Crown Law,
$4,038,000; Electoral, $394,000; Licensing,
$8,000-put and passed.

Part 7: Minister for Lands, Forests and
Immnigration-

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [11.09
p.m.]: Constituents and other people for-
ward qiiestions to members to be asked of
Ministers in Parliament, and it is only
courtesy on our part to reply to the people
who have sent us correspondence seeking
replies to questions.

My speech mainly concerns the Min-
ister in charge of the Rottnest Island
Board. I will not go into great detail, but
on the 29th April I asked a series of ques-
tions in connection with the annual reports
of the Rottnest Island Board. I asked the
Minister for Lands.-

(1) As the annual reports of the
managing secretary of Rottnest
Island Board are not available at
Parliament House after the 30th
June, 1965, to present date, does
this mean that the reports have
not been tabled?

(2) If not tabled, why not?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) Tabling of Rottnest Island Board

reports is not a statutory require-
ment. However, during a period
of extensive development of the
island, reports were made avail-
able for public information.

Perhaps there is no statutory requirement
for these reports to be tabled: I do not
know. I would, however, like to refer to
a letter I received from the Royal Insti-
tute of Architects. It is dated the 20th
April. 1970. and reads--

The Council of this Chapter for
sometime has been concerned at the
manner in which Rottnest Island is
being developed. It appears to us that
the unique situation and atmosphere
of Rottnest island should be main-
tained and that every effort should be
made to preserve the idyllic nature
of this valuable holiday resort.

It Is our considered opinion that the
present scheme of development is not
in keeping with this concept. The
type of cottage which is being erected
and the absence of attractive environs
are eases in point.

My Council, through you as a mem-
ber of Parliament for the district,
would like this issue to be raised in
the Legislative Assembly. I am writ-
ing therefore to ask whether you would
be prepared to ask questions In the
House. If so, this Chapter Is willing
to provide you with relevant informa-
tion on which it seeks clarification
and also draw attention to the obvious
weakness in the present scheme.

To assist us in this regard, it would
be appreciated if we could be advised
of the terms of reference, constitution
and composition of the Rottnest Island
Board. Any help you could give us
would be gratefully appreciated.

I wrote on the 23rd April and informed
the secretary of the Royal Australian In-
stitute of Architects that I was not the
member for the Rottnest area; I pointed
out that the member for that area was
in fact Mr. Ross Hutchinson. I further
pointed out that as Rottnest concerns, and
is visited by, local, interstate, and overseas
visitors, I would be prepared to ask par-
liamentary questions, as suggested in his
letter of the 20th April. I also said the
institute could get in touch with Its mem-
ber if it wished. I thought this was the
courteous thing to do.

The next question I asked the Minister
for Lands was on the 1st September and
is as follows:-

(1) Has the Rottnest Island building,
known as the Board Cottage and
previously the original quarters
for pilot boat crews, been classi-
fled by The National Trust?

2734



[Wednesday, 25 November. 1970.] 2735

(2) Which classification has it re-
ceived, and what is the definition
of this classification?

(3) Are additions currently being
made to the cottage, and what is
the extent of these additions?

(4) Was The National Trust consulted
before the additions were com-
menced?

(5) Will the Minister instruct the
board to suspend work until the
trust's opinions have been ob-
tained and evaluated?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) Class "A"-which is buildings

assessed by The National Trust as
of great historical interest.

(3) Not additions so much as a
separate section comprising
lounge, kitchen, and toilet with
access to the boathouse by an
eight-foot wide fiat-roofed pass-
age.

(4) No. The board was aware of the
requirements of The National
Trust and the boathouse is being
retained in its original design.

(5) It is Intended that the work pro-
ceed as it will not adversely affect
the historic nature of the boat-
house.

The institute thinks that it will have an
adverse effect. The answer given to part
(4) of my question reminds me of the
man who said that he had his original gun
except for the new lock, stock and barrel.

Mr. Jamieson: He would not recognise
it for what it was.

Mr. FLETCHER: On the 24th April I
received the following letter from the
Secretary of the Royal Institute of Archi-
teetis-

I wish to thank You for your prompt
reply to my letter of 20th instant, in
regard to the development of Rottn;est
Island.

The information you have provided
will be of great value to the Sub-com-
mittee of the Chapter responsible for
the consideration of environment prob-
lems. I am grateful indeed for your
willingness to ask Parliamentary ques-
tions and shall communicate further
with you in this regard.

The question of referal through the
Honourable R. Hutchinson will be con-
sidered by my Council.

I do not know whether the Minister had
any approach in this matter. On the fst
May the Institute of Architects again
thanked me for my interest, and on the
28th August I received the following com-
munication, which reads in part-

This Chapter continues to be dis-
turbed by the manner in which the
Island is being developed. Because of

this we have been in touch with the
National Trust who have advised that
it is proposed to contact Mr. I. Met-
calfe, M.L.C., as soon as the executive
of the Trust have come to some de-
cision regarding the nature of the
action they envisage.

The institute then set out further questions
for me to ask, which I will not repeat. It
thanked me for my assistance and interest
in the matter, and on the 16th November,
1970. the secretary said-

My Council is grateful indeed for
your continued support and whilst the
answers leave much to be desired we
do feel confident that by a concerted
effort attention will be drawn to the
despoliation of the Island.

I take exception to the nature of some of
the replies given to the questions I asked.
To one of the questions I asked the Minis-
ter replied-

(1) to (8) Levelling work by filling
in the numerous depressions to
create an undulating workable
area has been carried out. A
preliminary plan is currently be-
ing prepared and will be examined
when finalised.

In effect I am fobbed off with that reply.
I was again fobbed off with the reply to a
subsequent question. I asked the Minis-
ter for Lands-

Will he table the plans and in
other ways give publicity through
the Press and T.V. media prior to
the implementation of any build-
ing project In the Geordie Bay
area?

This is the area in question-the Geordie
Bay area. The Minister replied-

The honourable member's request
will be given full consideration
when plans are finalised.

In effect the Minister was saying that
he will give consideration to telling me,
the institute, and the public what was
intended to be done when it bad been
done. What other interpretation can be
put on his answer?

Sir David Brand: Just the plan.
Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister told me

that once Geordie Bay had been developed
in accordance with the wishes of someone
-whom he did not mention-I would be
informed. He did not even admit what
was going on at Geordie Bay.

I have shown that the Royal Institute
of Architects is concerned with what is
going on at Rottnest, and so is the National
Trust. I have spent many happy holidays
-as no doubt has the Treasurer-at Rott-
nest, and I want to see that situation
continue. I do not want to see any types
of houses built for which the rentals
that will be charged will be more -than
the people in my electorate can afford.
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In view of the manner in which I have
been fobbed off and the Royal Institute
of Architects has been fobbed off, I felt
that I ought to make some strong comn-
ment. in connection with the matter.

MR. YOUNG (Roe) [11.20 p.m.): I
would like to comment on C.P. leases. A
position has arisen where, in certain areas,
there are a number of blocks which were
left behind in the initial survey when the
land was thrown open. The old land was
originally taken up many years ago and
it was mostly in the valleys. New develop-
ment has taken place and we find that
small areas which were left behind have
become C.P, leases in the last seven or
eight years. The blocks were leased in
the early 1960s, and at that time were a
viable and economic proposition. Un-
fortunately, with the Problems which have
arisen, and the economics of the farming
industry, those blocks have become too
small, especially when it is remembered
that wheat quotas are based on the total
areas of the farms. For that reason the
farms have received a very small quota.

The problem is the reallocation of forfei-
ted C.P. leases to increase the size of the
holdings of the nearby settlers. The Minis-
ter has agreed to double the size of a C.P.
lease-which is 5,000 acres-which any
one person can hold. A lease will now
have a total area of some 10,000 acres.
However, with the lease of the second
5,000 acres there is no provision for an
option to purchase. The person leasing
the property will have to carry on the
orP. agreement and at the end of the
five-year lease of the additional block he
could have carried out improvements and
done a considerable amount of work on
the Property. However, the original
owner could then turn round and put the
block on the market and the person who
had done all the work could find himself
outbid.

I Point out to the Minister that I am
suggesting that when the original lessee
of the 5.000 acres leases a further area of
5,000 acres, he be given the option to
Purchase the additional land provided
he has freebolded his original OP. lease.
That would give the leaseholder an in-
centive to go ahead and develop the block
according to C.P. conditions. If, at the
end of the five-year lease of his original
block, he is able to freehold it, then he
would not be infringing the regulations
which state that no person can hold more
than 5,000 acres of C.P. land. He could
exercise the option to purchase if he had
already "freeholded" his original block.

I think such a provision would overcome
a lot of the anomalies which exist in the
C.P. areas at the moment. Many of the
farms which have been allocated average
between 3,000 and 3,500 acres. The holder
of such a farm, if he leased an additional
block, would Immediately have over the

5,000 acres statutory limit, and he would
not be able to purchase the land after im-
proving it. 1 hope the Minister will look
Into this matter to see If some Provision
can be made for the option to purchaze to
be written into the new agreements to
which he has consented.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for
Police) 111.24 p.m.]: Unfortunately the
Minister for Lands is not with us this
evening because he is receiving medical
attention. Nevertheless, if he had been here
he would have been most interested in the
comments of the member for Freman tie
and the member for Roe. I undertook, on
the Minister's behalf, to inform him of any
comment made in regard to his Estimates,
with which we are now dealing.

I take exception-if I might use that
word-to the words used by the member
for Fremnantle when he repeated a series
of questions addressed to the Minister for
Lands, and then implied that he was fob-
bed off so far as the answers were con-
cerned. To my knowledge, and in my
association with the Minister for Lands-
and I think my views are shared by every-
body in this Chamber-he deals with every
member in this House in a very fair man-
ner. Any reply which he gave to the mem-
ber for Fremantle would not be with the
intention of fobbing him off. I can assure
the member for Fremantle that the Minist-
er for Lands will be most interested in his
comments and no doubt he will discuss
them with the member for Fremantle in
the immediate future.

Votes: Lands and Surveys, $4,357,008;
Forests. $1,704,000; Bush Fires Board,
$227,000-put and passed.

Part 8: Minister for Works, and Water
Supplies-

MR, TAYLOR (Cockburn) [11.28 p.m.]:
I would like some comments from the Min-
ister for Works, but I would like your
guidance, Mr. Chairman, as to whether my
topic comes within the realm of this part.
My comments concern the proposal to con-
struct a, causeway between Point Peron and
Garden Island.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the Minister
will answer the honourable member's com-
ments.

Mr. TAYLOR: The project at Garden
Island is of interest to everybody but it is
of particular interest to the people in the
area. Several suggestions have been put
forward as to where the causeway should
be constructed and what form it should
take. Suggestions have come from the
Fremantle Port Authority and from other
groups that have been interested. It has
been suggested that railways, roads, ship
building industries, and port facilities will
be established in the area.

Certain provisions have in fact been
made. Some two years ago we passed in
this Chamber the Mangles Bay Railway
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Bill which set out the route along which
the Mangles Bay railway would run
through Rockingham to reach the coast at
a certain place on Point Peron. There are
also Plans for a road to run through the
area and to the foreshore on Point Peron.

In 1967, there was also a proposal
whereby Dillingham Corporation of Aus-
tralia Pty. Ltd. was given permission to in-
stigate investigations to test the feasibility
of building a dry dock in Cockburn Sound
in the Point Peron area, which I am dis-
cussing. I understand that the company
did instigate investigations.

These facets-the railway, the road, the
ship building area, as well as the port
facilities--all depend on a certain align-
ment of the causeway. We now find that
the alignment of the causeway, as set out
by the Commonwealth Department of
Works, has a break in it which is very close
to the shore-asomething like 1.500 feet
from the shore. The gap itself is something
like 1,000 feet wide. Consequently it ap-
pears that the present position, of the road
alignment and the railway alignment are
not going to fit in with the proposed
causeway at its Present site.

There does not seem to be anywhere
near enough space to fit in a dry dock
in that area. There also does not appear
to be enough space to put in the port
facilities which have been envisaged. As
I have said, the plans put forward by the
Commonwealth Department of Works
appear to show the trestle gap of 1.000
feet to be too close to the shore to allow
enough room to build the facilities I have
mentioned.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: This is on the
Garden Island side?

Mr. TAYLOR: It is on the Point Peron
side.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It Is not going
to be a gap like the one on the Garden
Island side.

Mr. TAYLOR: The map I have in front
of me shows a trestling of 1,000 feet with-
in 1,500 feet of the shore. I am sure every-
one must agree that this would not leave
enough space between the trestle and the
shore to construct port or ship-building
facilities. There is simply not enough
room.

If they are not to go there, I must
assume that they are to go over the
trestling, but this conflicts with all state-
ments that have been made by the Com-
monwealth authority.

This leads me to the comments which
I seek from the Minister. I wonder
whether his advisers are completely satis-
fied with the site of the trestling being so
close to the shore and whether he believes
there is still sufficient space to put in port
facilities and/or dry dock facilities. I

would also like to know if Dillingham Cor-
poration is still considering the feasibility
of a dry dock in the area and whether the
present alignment of the proposed road
and the Mangles Bay railway line are
still satisfactory to service whatever
reclamation may be made.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON: (Cotteslee.-
Minister for Works) [11.34 p.m.]: The
The member for Cockburn recited a series
of events relating to the history of this
causeway. Some time earlier this session
I was asked to supply a plan which the
Fremnantle Port Authority had drawn up
in the initial stages.

Mr. Jamieson: In 1966 after consider-
able research.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Yes. I sup-
plied the plan, as requested. It Is true
that there are two gaps in the causeway
as we understand it and that the original
line is not what it was. However, I under-
stand that the original gap near the
Point Peron end will be quite a different
type of gap from the one near the Garden
Island end.

Mr. Taylor: Will it be much narrower.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It will prob-
ably be a broken gap, although I cannot
be quite sure of this. However, I have been
led to believe that the Fremantle Port
Authority's plans can be accommodated.
In saying this I am not necessarily refer-
ring to the plans which were prepared
prior to the decision being made; new
plans would have to be drawn up.

If one looks at the early plan produced
by the Fremantle Port Authority it will
be seen that there are four phases of de-
velopment. It was a pretty futuristic type
of proposition, and phases three and four
might never be reached because of other
developments that might take place in
the shipping world. The container trade
itself has had a profound influence on
the types of ships and cargoes and the
sorts of wharves necessary to handle those
cargoes.

Mr. Taylor: A distance of 1,500 feet
from shore would appear to make pro-
vision for perhaps only one berth. It just
would not provide any major port facili-
ties in that area, let alone a dry dock.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: I cannot
give the honourable member the engineer-
ing features of what eventually will hap-
pen. I have been led to understand that
our plans can be accommodated with
modif ications.

Mr. Taylor: Can the roads?

Votes: Public Works and Buildings,
$13,637,000; Harbour and Light and Jet-
ties, $,263,OOIJ-pot and passed.
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Part 9: Minister for Local Governmnent,
Town Planning and Child Welfare-

Votes: Local Government, $240,000,
Town Planning, $485,000; Child Welfare,
$4,408,000-put and passed.

Part 10: Chief Secretary and Minister
for Police and Traffic-

Votes: Chief Secretary, $426,000; Regis-
try and Friendly Societies, $180,000; Ob-
servatory, $79,000; Prisons, $2,976,000;
Police, $10,202,000-put and passed.

Part I1: Minister for Housing and
Labour-

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta - Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.38 p.m.]:.
Never have I found myself In such a state
of unpreparedness, believe It or not, on a
question with which I have been closely
associated for some 20 years. There are
reasons for that state of affairs and In
part they can be attributed to the circum-
stances which I endeavoured to outline to
the Premier and members of the Commit-
tee several hours ago.

I am somewhat perturbed that there
seems to have developed In the minds of
the Government, and the Minister for
Housing in particular, a complacency and
an air of self-satisfaction; In fact, a gen-
eral attitude that a housing problem no
longer exists in Western Australia. That
Is completely opposite to the facts of the
situation.

I am afraid the Government has been
playing Politics with regard to the matter
of housing and during the last 12 months
-indeed, a lesser period than that-we
have witnessed a number of acrobatic
turns on the Dart of the Government.
First of all, an amount of $2,000,000 was
chipped from the funds of the State Hous-
ing Commission because of the physical
Impossibility of building any more houses.
This was at a time when the private sec-
bor-at least up to that time-was going
full steam ahead. In March, when ques-
tioned about this diversion of $2,000,000
from the Housing Commission to other
purposes, the Minister for Housing
stated-

The commission had sufficient funds
to finance the maximum housing pro-
gramme that could be physically
achieved this financial year.

That was in March of this year; yet
early In June, less than three months after
that statement was made by the Minister
to justify the acts of the Government, the
Minister for Works said he would ascer-
tain whether he could advance the work
timetable on 53 Government buildings in
order to assist the flagging building in-
dustry.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not use the
word "flagging."

Mr. GRAHAM: It is In my notes. Per-
haps I am not word perfect, but that was
the sense of the Minister's remarks. I
wonder what the true facts of the situation
were. Was It beyond the physical capacity
of the State to do any more building in
March, when in June It was necessary for
the Minister for Works to advance the
work timetable on his operations In order
to take up the slack In the building in-
dustry?

A couple of weeks later It became neces-
sary. through the Minister for Housing, to
pre-allocate over $2,000,000 to building
societies, two months ahead of the normal
time, in order to assist the building In-
dustry. The $2,000,000 was not necessary
for his own department-it could not spend
on account of the physical limitations-
Yet a short time afterwards $2,000,000
was rapidly advanced, ahead of time, to
building societies In order to meet the
situation. I think that once again the
Government was doing less than justice
to Itself and to the situation. The Govern-
ment fabricates . whatever might be near
at hand in order to seek to justify its
actions.

A publication called Building Outlook,
which is supposed to be an authoritative
economic bulletin, contained the following
remarkable statement in its May Issue-

The March quarter this year showed
a slide of 40 per cent. in the number
of dwellings commenced. The total
decline in Western Australia since last
June was 55 per cent.

It was round about that time that the
Minister for Housing was telling us It
would make no difference to the situation
to clip $2,000,000 from his funds because it
was physically impossible to build any
more houses at that time. That was not
true.

What is the position in regard to hous-
Ing? Answers given to questions asked
in Parliament in August of last year stated
that outstanding applications totalled
18,967, which is not a bad total for the
State on the move and the Government
which has had more funds available to
it, by far, than any of Its predecessors.

I am aware that in that total there are
a number of factors that the Minister for
Housing is wont to describe to us-like
the old game of the ten little nigger boys,
where we keep on eliminating until there
is only one left. But according to the
figures given by the Minister for Housing
on the 18th November, 1970, there were
then 16,488 applications. again allowing
for dual applications and some other con-
siderations; but, again, It is a considerable
number of outstanding applications.

Here and now I want to emphasise that
these are not true figures because, since
the present Government has been in office,
it has adopted a simple device of writing
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letters to many people who are unaccus-
tomed to business affairs, and if the State
Housing Commission does not receive a
reply to one of its letters, that person's
name is struck off the waiting list on the
Pretext that the applicant is no longer
interested. Thus the outstanding applica-
tions are reduced by one.

Mr. O'Neil: Those letters are sent by
certified mail. You do not expect us to
wander all around the country looking for
applicants, do you?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, but if a person has
a housing need, and he does not reply to
the correspondence, that does not mean
that the housing need does not exist.

Mr. O'Neil: It is not a case of not reply-ing. The letters come back marked, "Un-
known at this address," or, "Address un-
known."

Mr. GRAHAM: The fact is that the
person did not reply to the correspondence,
and that has been deemed a sufficient
reason for removing his name from the
priority list. Whether he was neglectful
or whether he had moved to another
address, there was, nevertheless, an appli-
cation from him. I suppose he should have
replied to the correspondence, or he should
have advised the Housing Commission of
his new address if he had moved, but there
are many people who do not attend to the
niceties in regard to business affairs.
Twelve months ago a circular went out
from officers of this Parliament to all
members of this Parliament, and approxi-
mately one month later only 50 per cent.
of the members had replied.

Mr. Young: If you wrote to a person and
he did not reply, how would you get in
touch with him to let him know he had
been allocated a house?

Mr. GRAHAM: It depends whether one
is anxious to eliminate that person from
the list in order to keep the figures down.

Mr. O'Neil: Whose responsibility is it
to make sure his application Is live and
valid?

Mr. GRAHAM: Obviously, it is the appli-
cant's responsibility. Perhaps he has a
lack of business acumen and he has moved
somewhere else, but six or 12 months later,
when he gets in touch with the Housing
Commission to inquire what the position is,
he is informed that he has been scrubbed
from the list and it is necessary for him
to apply again. I think that is completely
unreal.

Mr. O'Neil, I think it is fair enough.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister may think

it is fair enough but I definitely do not,
and if there is a change in Government
there will be a change in this policy.

Mr. Jamieson: The trouble is that the
P.M.G.'s Department will not forward cer-
tified mail.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not blame the
PM.G.'s Department. If a Person is
neglectful in some respect, it does not
follow that he and his family are no
longer in need of accommodation. Indeed,
the Minister for Housing should give that
Person marks, because instead of occupying
a house his application is deferred for six
months or 12 months,

Mr. O'Neil: To follow your argument to
a logical conclusion, what is the use of
applying at all or listing an application?

Mr. GRAHAM: The purpose of the
State Housing Commission is to provide
accommodation for people, not to use pre-
texts for the purpose of wiping their names
off the list. Because a particular applicant
does not possess any secretarial sense, the
Minister feels that advantage can be taken
of that situation by condemning the person
for not advising of his change of address.

Mr. O'Neil: Has that not always been
the case?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would not condemn the
person for that.

Mr. O'Neil: Following Your argument,
when a house is available for the next
person on the list, if you cannot find him
you keep the house forever,

Mr. GRAHAM: No,
Mr. O'Neil: Well, you are completely

illogical.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister only has

to turn up the records to find the next
person on the list.

Mr. O'Neil: And the fellow you could not
find misses out.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the individual who is
bypassed appears on the scene at a later
date, his original priority date is allowed
to hold. That was the position until the
advent of the present Government.

Mr. O'Neil: I think your memory has
failed in the 12 Years You have been away
from that office.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps there have been
many changes, but that was not the rule
that applied when I was Minister for Hous-
ing.

Mr. O'Neil: Even if the man is out of
the State or out of the country, you keep
him listed?

Mr. GRAHAM: There is no need to con-
fuse the issue.

Mr. O'Neil: You are the Person who is
confused.

Mr. GRAHAM: What harm is done to
the State Housing Commission if a person
does not notify his change of address?

Mr. O'Neil: You are the Person who as-
sesses the demand by these fictitious ap-
plications you are talking about. You say
there were 19,000 in one year and 18,000
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in another year, but that is not an in-
dication of the demand because if you had
your way and people were not crossed off
the list there would be 30,000 applications.

Mr. GRAHAM; I am quoting the figure
supplied by the Minister for Housing him-
self, and I have already acknowledged that
there were dual applications and other such
factors which would apply equally to the
total of 18,967 last Year and to the total
of 18,468 this year.

All I am indicating is that there are
still many thousands of applications on the
books of the State Housing Commission.
and I am also observing that there are
some to be added to the list as well as some
to be deducted because of the device which
is used to wipe a person off the books; not
because he no longer seeks a house, not
because he has solved his housing prob-
lem, but because he has been remiss in
notifying the State Housing Commission
of his change of address or, alternatively,
has f ailed to answer correspondence. Not
everybody on the books of the State H4ous-
ing Commission is a Rhodes scholar; and
I have pointed out that not all members of
Parliament are Rhodes scholars.

Mr. O'Neil: If the applicant does not
answer correspondence, we assume he does
not need accommodation. It is as simple
as that.

Mr. GRAHAM: Because of this non-ac-
tion on the Part of an individual the Minis-
ter seeks to penalise that person-with bis
wife and his family-by telling him to get
at the end of the queue. That means a
waiting period of four years or more if he
desires an individual house.

Mr. O'Neil: Do You believe that if a
letter sent to a person offering him ac-
commodation and asking him to call in
and make arrangements is not replied to,
such a person should still receive top
priority?

Mr. GRAHAM: The application should
be kept in suspense. The policy of the Labor
Government was not only carried out in
the manner 1 have outlined, but we also
allowed the applicant-and this was the
term used-to carry his application priority
date on his back so that if went from
Perth to Northam, or if he went from
Bridgetown to Perth. the date on his ap-
plication would be cardied with him.

Mr. O'Neil: That still happens.
Mr. GRAHAM: If the Minister cares to

cheek he will find that he has either been
misinformed or he has misunderstood the
situation if he believes that because a per-
son could not be traced at the particular
time he was denied accommodation. On
the contrary, I say that I welcomed per-
sons doing that because there were so many
thousands clamouring at the door. So if
John Smith could not be found when his
accommodation was ready, then the ac-
conmmodation was given to Henry Brown.

Then, if John Smith came along and
showed himself six or 12 months later, he
was then dealt with. But in the meantime
we were able to make a further advance.

I would request and beseech the Minister
to give effect to that policy. At the
moment, all the Minister Is doing as a
result of the omission or the negligence on
the part of an applicant, is penalising the
family involved which has been endeavour-
Ing to make out for years-and that game
Is not particularly easy. An applicant on
the books of the State Housing Commis-
sion came to me the other day; and, of
course, this Is a familiar story. He is a
young married man with a wife and three
young children. He had just moved into a
house in my electorate, and he showed me
all the papers involved. In order to gain
entry to the place it was necessary for
him to pay a bond of $50 and to pay in
advance a fortnight's rent, which was an-
other $50.

Mr. O'Neil: It wasn't a State Housing
home.

Mr. GRAHAM: No. He was also oblig-
ed to pay an agent's fee of $23. Here we
have a working man called upon to pay
$125 before he could gain admission to the
house. once he Is In the house he is then
required to continue paying the sum of $25
a week. What chance and prospect has a
young married couple with three young
children of meeting a situation like that?
However, in his desperation this man is
kicked from pillar to post-and, probably
as a result of his desperation, he is seek-
ing to avoid debt collectors and hire-pur-
chase people-and the Minister adds in-
sult to injury by scrubbing him and his
family from the list. I think that situation
is palpably wrong and the Minister should
take some action to rectify it.

Whilst I have quoted a particular case,
it is not by any means singular. These
cases are, unfortunately, apparent to us
almost every day of the week. Progress
has been made-I wonder!

I remember the claim of the McLarty-
Watts Government In relation to what it
did in the matter of housing. It adopted
the device of erecting what were called
evietee cottages. I suppose at least the
older members in this Chamber would be
aware of those buildings. When people
were evicted-and, goodness knows, they
were passing through the courts in con-
siderable numbers-they had nowhere to
turn because there was a real shortage of
housing. Housing was not even available
at high prices, notwithstanding that there
was supposed to be rents and tenancies
legislation in operation.

So the Government hurriedly erected a
considerable number of what it called M2
and M3 type evictee cottages; the most
shocking structures. I should say that that
was the nadir of the activity of the State
Housing Commission during all the time it
has been In existence-and I think it is
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about 60 years. When these poor. un-
fortunate souls were evicted from the
houses they were occupying, they were
offered these evictee cottages by the State
Housing Commission and required to buy
them. A minimum deposit was asked
of them. However, they received the shock
of their lives when they saw the miserable
structures. They were repelled by what
they saw but If they refused to take the
houses they were scrubbed from the list
and that was the end of it.

Those poor, unfortunate people had to
take the houses because they had to have
some regard for their family obligations
and, of course, it was necessary to almost
completely reconstruct the buildings. But
this device which, incidentally, was stopped
within seven days of Labor becoming the
Government and not one more was con-
structed, had the effect of reducing the
list of outstanding applications.

We now find that a new procedure has
been adapted; namely, approximately 50
per cent, of the housing programme of
the State Housing commission is the build-
ing of conventional houses, and the other
50 per cent, is devoted to the building of
fiats and terrace housing, and the building
of high density, high rise, medium density.
and all the other descriptions of buildings.

I want to make my position perfectly
clear. I have no objection to those types
of structures; but very many people have,
and I believe that those people should have
the opportunity of making their own de-
cision. They should not be compelled to
live in the tenth storey of a block of
fiats if they desire a conventional house,
or a duplex. The Government has built
many fiats which are being rejected by
applicants; and, on account of that, con-
siderable progress Is being made. The
Government is able to do a whole lot
of leap-frogging and, month after month,
we see the list dates flashing past our eyes
as though one was in a high-powered ear
and seeing lamp posts flashing past.

Mr. O'Neil: The people who reject the
fiats remain on the list.

Mr. GRAHAM: Suddenly the Minister
says there is nothing at all wrong with
the housing situation. He says that If
there was a real need the people would
accept the fiats. I suppose that is
basically so;, if one has not a roof over
one's head, one will accept anything,
however distasteful It might be.

The fact of the matter is that in re-
spect of individual housing, which is sought
by the overwhelming majority of appli-
cants on the books of the State Housing
Commission, there Is a waiting period of
four years and more for every category.
In regard to pensioner housing the com-
mission is up to August. 1966, which
represents a waiting period of four years
and three months. For Individual houses

comprising two bedrooms, the commission
is up to November, 1966; a waiting period
of four years.

Mr. O'Neil: Are you quoting from the
samie district in regard to each type, or
are you selecting them from the worst
ones?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, I am merely quot-
ing the figures in respect of the individual
houses and the waiting periods.

Mr. O'Neil. Figures are also shown in
regard to three-bedroomed houses.

Mr. GRAHAM: I started with pensioner
accommodation of one bedroom, and then
I quoted the figures relating to individual
houses of two bedrooms. In regard to
three-bedroorned individual houses, the
waiting period is four years and 11
months, and for four-bedroomed individual
houses, the waiting period is four years
and seven months.

Mr. O'Neil:. For what areas?
Mr. GRAHAM: For all areas. For pur-

chase homes the waiting period is four
years and three months, yet the Minister
and the Government pretend that there
is still no housing crisis; that a real prob-
lem does not exist.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has four minutes only.

Mr. GRAHAMA: The Chairman is cut-
ting down on my notification period.

The CHAIRMAN: It is a job to get a
word in edgewise.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is quite proper,
because I have the floor. I now pass on
to the profits that have been made by
the State Housing Commission. It Is re-
markable that since this Government has
been in office it has made a profit of
$26,880,399.

Mr. O'Neil: We don't have to go through
that again!

Mr. GRAHAM: In all the previous years
in which the State Housing Commission
has been operating the sum total of the
profit that was made was $1,179,540. The
State Housing Commission is not a trad-
ing concern. It was established to provide
houses for people of moderate means, and
the more moderate can be the terms and
conditions of the tenancies and the condi-
tions relating to the sale of purchase
homes, the better it Is; there would be less
prospect of arrears and the possibility of
the commission evicting people as a result
of court orders because of the arrears.

I am aware that of the profits that have
been made almost half of them have re-
sulted from land sales. But profits have
been made from administration and under
practically all of the headings under which
the State Housing Commission operates,
but unfortunately I have not time to
analyse them.
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If profits are made surely they should
be used to extend further the concessions
and benefits to tenants instead of which
we find that an increase from about $8 to
$8 was made in the rentals of the Wan-
dana flats for no reason at all, except for
the purpose of hunting for profits. The
Government has increased the rentals of
those flats to $14 a week. This is com-
pletely and utterly wrong. The Minister
says that the increases were made to
bring the rentals of those flats Into line
with rents being charged for comparable
accommodation.

I suggest that the Government should
use the profits the State Housing Com-
mission is making to subsidise rentals for
other accommodation to keep them down
to the level of the rentals charged for the
flats at Wandana and other housing
structures erected at that time, rather
than erect new blocks of flats and dwel-
lings of that type and then having to in-
crease the rentals of the flats at Wandana
on the pretext that they have to be kept
in line with other rentals.

The minister and the Government have
a completely wrong angle about the func-
tion of the State Housing Commission. Its
task is to help people In distress. It Is not
to make profits, because if profits are being
made on the activities of the State Hous-
ing Commission it means that those who
do business 'with the commission are pay-
Ing a special tax; their money is being
used as capital to erect additional houses,
and that is wrong. The capital that Is
needed to erect houses should he provided
from loan funds in the ordinary way-

The Government stands condemned
because of this action. In any event, it is
wrong for the Government to claim that
there is a decided improvement in the
housing position, because the problems
from which people are suffering and of
which we have complained are the same
today as they were two years or five years
ago. The Government has made a botch
of its housing programme by this stop-go
procedure; by telling us one thing today
and something else tomorrow.

The Government has its priorities all
wrong and I hope and trust in the few
months remaining to it it will get on with
the Job of building more and still more
houses of the conventional type so that
the lot of our people will be far easier
than it has been in the past.

MR. ONEIL (East Melville-Minister
for Hawsing) [12.07 a.m.]: I know the
Committee will excuse me for speaking at
this time of the night, but I felt I had to
reply to the remarks made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. Members will
note that a sum of $10 has been allocated
to the State Housing Commission under
the Loan Estimates, and I am sure the
Committee will agree that the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition has contributed
$10 worth of unadulterated bunkumn and
balderdash to this debate.

He went on to speak of the situation in
regard to the applications for all houses,
which was quite adequately dealt with by
interjection. if It so happens that anyone
else in this Chamber, whether he be on
this side, or on the other, becomes the
Minister for Housing, he will find that
there is no way of keeping in step
with the requirements of applicants; of
being able to assess the programme that
is required; to be able to submit applica-
tions for funds to the Treasurer under the
Commonwealth and State housing agree-
ment, apart from having some method of
being able to test fairly accurately what
is the true applications situation, not in
respect of the demand for houses, but the
real need.

Despite what the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said, if by some unfortunate
accident he happened to resume his pre-
vious office as Minister for Housing, I
guarantee he would find no other way to
keep a check on the present position.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
was less than fair on this occasion. When
he was speaking of the waiting times f or
various kinds of accommodation other
than flats, I interjected on a number of
occasions and asked him If he were deal-
Ing with any specific areas. He replied,
"No, I am dealing with the whole area."
Then he went on to say that he was deal-
ing with one-bedroomned fiats for pen-
sioners and he quoted the position in re-
gard to those fiats.

I have the latest information available
from the commission, and admitting that
there is a waiting timne, which we do not
like any more than anybody else, it is per-
fectly clear the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was unfair, because if a, peru-
sal is made of the best figure relating to
one-bedroomed fiats, applications are being
dealt with from some people who lodged
their applications in May, 1969.

If we look at the worst area, which Is
Midland, applications, lodged by people in
October, 1955, are now being dealt with.
The situation remains that, in re-
spect of applications from people who
wish to live in the Midland area, it
may well be that there are none; the last
pensioner who wanted to live in Midland
was allocated accommodation from the
applications lodged in October, 1985.

Mr. Graham: The Minister knows full
well I was speaking of the Perth metro-
politan area, as those are the figures I
have always used over the years.

Mr. O'NEIL: I asked the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition if he was speaking of the
metropolitan area. I would point out to
him that the metropolitan area includes
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not only Balcatta. It extends as far as
Armadale, Girrawbeen in the north, and
down to Kwlnana.

Mr. Graham: Perhaps there Is some mis-
understanding, because In reply to a ques-
tion on the 27th October the Minister used
the terms "north of the river" and "south
of the river." I was Indicating that there
was nio division between the north and the
south of the river.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Perth area is divided
into areas north of the river and south
of the river. Apart from that, Fremantle,
Midland, Armadale, and lKwinana are all
part of the metropolitan region.

By way of interjection I tried to Indicate
to the honourable member that he was
less than fair. I think I have proved the
point. Once again he tried to get onto
the story of the great profits that the
State Housing Commission is making.
Again be was less than fair, because he
Implied that by Increasing the rents the
commission was Increasing Its profits
when, In fact, In my letter dated the 28th
October, 1970. to the honourable member
I indicated that the loss on the rental
accounts of the State Housing Commission
for the year ended the 30th June, 1970,
was $577,864.

Mr. Rushton, He did not point that out.

Mr. O'NEIL: Of course not. He was
saying that the commission was increas-
Ing the rents in order to use the additional
money to build more houses. He did not
say-although I have said it In the House
on many occasions-that the greater part
of this profit Is realised over the 45-year
term of the sale of the houses; in other
words, It Is a Paper profit. He should
know that, and he should be fair enough
to say so.

I go a little further and refer to a letter
which I sent to the honourable member. I
said that the capital funds employed by
the Housing Commission totalled over
$242,000,000, and that the profit shown for
the year 1969-70 represented only 1.8 Per
cent. on the capital Invested.

Mr, Graham: It is still over $4,500,000.

Mr. O'NEIL: If employees of the hon-
ourable member were running an enter-
prise in which he was interested, and It
showed a profit of only 1.8 per cent., I am
sure he would be the first to sack them.

Mr. Graham:. It is not your place to
make any profits out of the rentals
charged to workers.

Votes: State Housing Commission. $10;
Labour, $183,000; Industrial Commission,
$218,000; Scaffolding, $104,000; Factories,
$147,000; Inspection of Machinery,
$243,000; Weights and Measures. $74,000;
State Insurance Office, $10--put and
passed.

Part 13: Minister for Health, Fisheries
and Fauna-

MR. FLETCHER (Fremnantle) r12.14
am.]: Even at the risk of incurring the
wrath and the muttered undertones of
members both inside and outside the
Chamber I have a job to do, and I will
not hesitate to do it. Firstly I refer to
matters concerning the Fisheries and
Fauna portfolio. On the 4th November
I asked the following question of the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Fish-
eries and Fauna:

(1) Is he aware of the comment in
The West Australian of the 3rd
instant that-
(a) "Dumped Mud may 'Kill'

Sea";
(b) denial of oxygen to sea life

could result in dead areas of
the ocean;

(c) the comment is alleged to
emanate from a United States
professor's report from a Mar-
ine Science Research Centre?

(2) Will he inform the House of the
opinion of the Department of
Fisheries and Fauna as to whether
the department can guarantee
that the ecology of Cockburn
Sound is not disturbed by denial
of oxygen to primitive and im-
mature marine life arising from
smothering of such life by the dis-
posal of 350 tons of gypsum daily
into Cockburn Sound?

(3) Is he aware of any views expressed
by the Western Australian, fish-
eries section of the C.S.I.R.O. on
this matter and, if so, would he
supply the information to the
House?.

In reply the Minister said-
(1) Yes.
(2) The Department of Fisheries and

Fauna is of the opinion that it
cannot give the guarantee sought.

(3) The Minister for Fisheries anid
Fauna is unaware of any state-
ment by the Division of Fisheries
and Oceanography, C.S.I.R.O., in
relation to this matter.

So the department could not give me the
guarantee which I sought that no harm
would be done by dumping the gypsum
into Cockburn. Sound.

I can understand what occurred. A
truthful answer was given that the depart-
ment could not guarantee that the gypsum
would not be deleterious to marine life.
Let me elaborate on the minute marine
life on which the bigger marine life lives,
and it is upon this complete cycle that
the breeding of fish in the sound continues.
[ can understand the clash of personalities
between the Minister for Fisheries and
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Fauna and the Minister for Industrial De-
velopmnent over this issue, because there 1s
a conflict of interests. One Minister wants
this Industrial waste to be discharged Into
the sound, but the other does not.

Mr. Rushton: That is not fair.
Mr. FLETCHER: I can quite understand

the Position, because the Minister for in-
dustrial Development has a rather over-
powering personality, and I have no doubt
that his decision prevailed. As a conse-
quence, gypsum continues to be dumped
into Cockburn Sound.

I would like to point out that gypsum is
used in the manufacture of plasterboard.
Rather than dump 350 tons of gypsum per
day into Cockburn Sound some commercial
use of it could be found1 such as in the
manufacture of plasterboard for lining
houses.

It might be argued that this gypsum is
unsuitable for that purpose, but I would
refer to the example of the Colonial Sugar
Refinery which crushes the sugar cane and
uses the residue to make a fibre board.
So should CSBP use the residue that is
left in the form of gypsumn from the pro-
duction of superphosphate to manufacture
plasterboard. For what it is worth, this
is a suggestion that I put forward.

On the question of health I am anxious
to see the completion of the Hollywood
medical centre, and so are many highly
qualified members of the medical profes-
sion. Two members of the Medical School
have made known their concern to the
State Executive of the Australian Labor
Party through the University Branch. The
issue was referred to the health committee
of the executive, of which I have the
privilege of being the chairman.

Arising from the meetings, my questions
were asked in Parliament and the replies
were reported back to those concerned. I
will not go into all the details. I suppose
members opposite do take notice of the
questions asked in the House. They might
be aware of a considerable number of ques-
tions that have bean asked In relation to
the Hollywood medical centre. on the
8th October, 1970, 1 asked the following
question of the Minister representing the
Minister for Health-

(1) What was the Medical School in-
take of students for each of the
academic years 1069 and 1970?

(21 What intake figures are contem-
plated for each of the next five
years?

In reply the Minister said-
(1) 1969-130.

197J0-170.
(2) 1971-190.

1012-190.
1913-190.
1974-190.
1975-190.

Of the 130 admissions in 1969 there was
a turnout of only 43 qualified practitioners.
On the 15th September I asked the Minis-
ter tihe following question-

(1.) When will the Hollywood medical
centre be completed?

(2) What is the anticipated cost?
(3) What funds are allocated and

from what sources?
Sir David Brand: This is a very generous

allocation of State funds.
Mr. PLETCHER: I do niot wish to upset

the Treasurer's health any further but I
feel sure he will appreciate my concern
in this matter.

Sir David Brand: You could not upset
my health. We had a deputation from the
university to talk about the whole matter
of finance and when we would finish the
centre.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not think the
Treasurer is defeating my argument. Thle
remainder of my question reads-

(4) Was any finance made available
directly from a Federal source?

(5) If the funds are not adequate
where will the difference be found
to complete the project?

'The Minister replied-
(1) 1975.
(2) $37,000,000.
(3) State $34,300,000.

Australian University Commission
$2,700,000.

(4) No.
(5) If funds are not sufficient, the

period of construction will need
to be extended.

This immredilately caused concern to me
and to those who brought the Issue for-
ward.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Surely that is a
logical statement to make.

Mr. FLETCHER: It is, but it still does
not prevent concern being expressed among
the people who are anxious. Let me
express may concern in this matter and the
Minister can reply if he wishes. I would
like to read part of a further question I
asked in connection with the Hollywood
medical centre. I asked-

(11 Were the plans for the Holly-
wood medical centre available in
1964; if not, when?

The Minister replied in part-
(IL) Initial site master planning was

commenced In 1954. This was
completed In 1955.

It is now 1970 and this is what causes me
concern. This concern is shared by others,
because many of the medical students
turned out at the end of 1959 should have
completed their education at the medical
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centre. They did not do so, however, be-
cause the medical centre had not been
completed. I now ask whether my criti-
cism was justified or not. on the 17th
November, 1970, 1 asked-

(1) What is the anticipated number
of medical graduates qualifying
this academic year and in each
future year to 1980?

(2) What is the projected require-
ment of graduates from the years
mentioned above?

(3) If requirements are Inadequate,
from what source will the differ-
ence be met?

The Minister replied-
(1) 1970-54.

1971-50.
1972-54.
1973-54.
1974-77.
1975-78.
1976-1980-75 to 80.

(2) It is estimated that the annual
requirement will reach 120 by
1980.

(3) Graduates from other States and
countries or by Increased accom-
modation at the W.A. Medical
School.

Again on the 17th November, 1970, 1 asked
the Minister-

(1) How many doctors were registered
with the Western Australian
Medical Board this year for the
first time?

The Minister replied that 126 doctors were
registered for this year. My further ques-
tions to the Minister read-

(2) How many were Western Aus-
tralian graduates?

(3) If any were from sources other
than Western Australia, from
what source did they come?

The Minister replied-

(2) 43.
(3) South Australia

Queensland..
Victoria -

New South Wales
United Kingdom
Eire ... ..
New Zealand
Hong Kong
United States of At

8
6

.... ... 12

.... .... 10
32

2

83

It appears that we have to import doctors
because presumably we cannot produce a

sufficient number in our own medical
training centre. Again on the 17th Nov-
ember 1 asked the Minister-

(1) Has he any knowledge of the
existence or otherwise of any Gov-
erment hospital commission in
any eastern Australian State?

(2) In any case, has a hospital corn-
miss!ion ever been considered to
assist the Public Health Depart-
ment in this State?

(3) If not, will the Government give
consideration to doing so with a
view to-
(a) co-operating with various

Government hospital boards
in administration;

(b) co-ardinating medical train-
ing at all levels including the
Medical School;

(c) ensuring that expensive equip-
ment Is not proliferated
throughout the State with in-
adequate staff to operate
same on a minimum number
of patients:

(d) having conditions made suf-
ficiently attractive to doctors
and trained staff to serve a
period in rural, northern, and
goldfields areas; and

Ce) co-ordinating all hospital
treatment throughout the
State?

The Minister's answer was as follows:-
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.

I believe a hospital commission could be
the answer. It would obviate the strife
that exists at present between the depart-
ments. In places the Minister appeared
to be rather short in his replies to me and
I got the Impression that he did not ap-
preciate the temerity of the memnber for
Fremantie In asking questions of him as
the Minister.

Sir David Brand: That cannot be right.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think he Is

rather fonid of you.
Mr. FLETCHER: In one Instance the

Minister said that I had apparently only
recently become aware of an article he
had written in The West Australian of
the 12th May, 1970. With all due respect
to the Minister, I was not aware of any
article he had written. He had, however,
written an article in reply to one that
was written by Catherine Martin in The
West Australian of Monday, the 11th May.
I would like to read two paragraphs from
the article written by the Minister. One
reads--

The two major inhibiting factors in
the development of the Perth Medical
Centre at Hollywood have been finance
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and inability to get agreement among
the parties involved, according to
Health Minister MacKinnon.

The parties are the W.A. University,
the university medical school, the
Gairdner Hospital and the Public
Health Department.

A further paragraph of the Minister's
article reads-

I am not prepared to stop any other
hospital development in order to push
madly ahead with the Hollywood
centre, because it would be unrea-
sonable for people in other areas.

Mr. Rushton interjected.
Mr. FLETCHER: I have no need for any

nonsense from the member for Dale. I am
demonstrating that there is a shortage of
doctors in rural areas, and representa-
tives from the rural areas will support
me in that respect. I have a letter which
will support my contention, and It reads
as follows:-

Re: Shortage of Doctors in Country
Districts

At the last meeting of the Goldfields
Ward of the Country Shire Councils'
Association delegates were unanim-
ously of the opinion that the restric-
tive nature of the Western Australian
Medical Act ...

I will conclude on this note: I am con-
cerned with respect to health matters in
this State, and training facilities. As the
Minister for Education pointed out tonight,
money can be expended only to the extent
that it Is available. However, there are
certain priorities.

I have seen expensive equipment lying
idle in our north and other places where
trained staff is not available. As I have
said, we have to get our priorities right,
and having got them right establish a
medical service. There is a need for a
sufficient number of doctors before there
is an expansion of medical facilities into
country areas. We should not build white
elephants and Install expensive equipment.

If, for example, a person has a serious
accident at Port Hedland he is flown to
where facilities for treatment are avail-
able. I also know that patients come from
Pini arra, to the Fremantle Hospital.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is appropri-
ate, and that Is good sense.

Mr. FLETCHER: I can see that, but it
is also good sense not to install expensive
equipment in hospitals which do not have
the staff or doctors, because not enough
doctors are being trained.

Tihe doctors should be trained, and then
the hospitals built and staffed In appropri-
ate areas. I am concerned with the nature
of the replies I have received from the
Minister. He seemed on occasion to think
it flippant of me to dare to question him
on the subject of health, but I asked

those questions as a consequence of my
own concern, and because of the concern
of those at the Medical School. Despite
the fact that this Is a health Estimate, I
do not think the situation is healthy in
respect of the issues I have raised.

AIR. ROSS HUTTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister fox Health) [12.32 am.]: I would
like to say that, with the co-operation or
Hansard, I will obtain a copy of the speech
made by the member for Fremantle, and
I will see that it is forwarded to the
Minister for Health for appropriate corn-
men t.

Votes:- Medical, $38,648,000; Public
Health, $4,218,000; Mental Health Serv-
ices, $7,103,000; Fisheries and Fauna,
$834,000-put and passed.

Part 13: Minister for Agriculture-
Vote: State Abattoirs and Sale Yards,

Nil.
The CHAIRMAN; This part has no vote.
Fart 14: Minister for Railways-
Vote: Railways, $60,412,000-put and

passed.
Fart 15.- Minister for Mines--
Vote: State Batteries, 5556,000-put

and passed.
Part 16: Minister for Works and Water

Supplies--
Vote: Country Water Supplies, Sewerage,

Drainage and Irrigation, $15,896,000-put
and passed.

Schedule A-
The CHAIRtMAN: I draw members'

attention to the fact that this schedule
contains two typographical errors--"Under
Act No. I", which occurs twice, should
read "Under Act No. 371 in each instance.
The errors will be corrected at the Table
of the House.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedules B to E put and passed.
Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Preamble put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
State Trading Concerns Estimates:

Tabling
On motion by Sir David Brand (Treas-

urer), the State Trading Concerns Esti-
mates were tabled.

In Commnittee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W,

A. Manning) in the Chair; Sir David
Brand (Treasurer) in charge of the Hill.

Votes: The Western Australian Meat
Export Works, $4,482,000; State Engin-
eerin~g Works, $1,616,000-put and passed.
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Report
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Sir David Brand (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

BILLS (5): RETURNED
1. Administration Act Amendment Bill.

2. Death Duties (Taxing) Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

3. Stock (Brands and Movement) Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.
4. Acts Amendment (Superannuation

and Pensions) Bill.
S. Alumina Refinery (Eunbury) Agree-

ment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUJSE-
SPECIAL

SIR DAVID BRAND (Creenough-Pre-
nlier) 112.42 a.mJl: I move-

That the House at Its rising adjourn
until 11 a.m. today (Thursday).

The SPEAKER: Before I put the motion,
I wish to make the same announcement
that I made last week. Questions will
not be taken until a convenient time after
lunch today.

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 12.43 aim. (Thursday)

Thursday, the 26th November, 1970

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver
took the Chair at 11.00 a.m.

The lion. F. J. S. Wise read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
FLORA AND FAUNA

Dryandra and Tuttaning Reserves:
Conservation

The H-on. J. DOLAN, to the Minister
for Mines:

With reference to the Alumina Re-
finery (Bunbury) Agreement-
(1) Did the Minister for Indus-

trial Development receive a
deputation yesterday from a
group of conservationists, in-
eluding Dr. Ride?

(2) Arising from their submis-
missions did the Minister
agree to negotiate discussions
with the principals of Alwest
Pty. Limited with a view to
ensuring protection for the
fauna and flora in the Dry-
andra and Tuttaning Re-
serves?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) and (2) There is In the paper

this morning some brief men-
tion of this matter.

The Mon. J. Dolan: I did not see any-
thing in the paper.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is my
understanding that the Minister
for Industrial Development did
meet with certain people, but I am
not aware what was discussed at
the meeting. As members will
recall, when replying to the second
reading debate last night I men-
tioned that the company's princi-
pals had met with Mr. MacKinnon
in his capacity as Minister for
physical environment. I will, how-
ever, ask the Minister for Indus-
trial Development what took place
and advise Mr. Dolan later,

The Hon. J. Dolan, Thank you.

TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 25th Novem-

ber.

THE NION, H. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [11.07 a.rn.l: It has been
the stated Policy of this Government to
institute a town planning appeals tribunal.
This has also been the policy of mny own
party. The measure we have before us,
however, while having the image, does not
possess the substance of this concept. It
is for this reason I oppose the Bill.

There are two different proposals within
the measure: one is for the establishment
of a town planning court, and the other is
for the setting up of a town planning com-
mittee. The second of these concepts Is
included In the provisions of the Act. There
is a right of appeal to the Minister who
also has the right to appoint persons to
assist him.

On a previous occasion the Minister ex-
pressed his thoughts at some length in this
direction. The proposals as they are em-
bodied In the parent Act provide little scope
for the court to operate. A person who
wishes to approach the court must first
give notice of his intention to the Minister
who, within 14 days, may lodge objections
to this on the ground that it might con-
flict with town planning principles.
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